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T O 

THE MEMORY 
O F 

GEORGE LORD LYTTELTON, 
A N D T O 

,, THE CANDOUR OF THE PUBLICK. 

yy 

THIS SECOND EDITION OF 
THE FIRST VOLUME OF 
AN ATTEMPT TO TR/^^^LAp: LUCUN, 
IS dedi'6a^Nc5 
WITH DEFERENCE AnS GRATITUDE. 

That fire of Genius can be brou^t 
To kindle only where it ought. 

With virtue nobly can conform, 

Nor, wild with power, impede a worm; 

When will this futile age afford 
A proof like thee, lamented Lord F 
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PREFACE. 


T7ROM what little I have been able to con- 
-*- jedure of the fpirit of thofe who fit in 
judgment on authors, I am induced to believe, 
that humble fupplications avail but little. The 
ingenuous require no foothing, and nothing 
could foften the hard heart of fupercilious fc- 
verity. My few friends, who will read this 
tranfiation, are not likely to be biafled by any 
unfair reprefentation of it ; and, if it is decried 
w'ith juftice, I (hall complain of nothing fo 
much as my own folly. I only beg of the wanr 
ton talkers, who have more wit than they know 
what to do with, that they will be gracioufly 
pleafed to recolledt the remonftrance of iEfop’s 
frogs. Before they beftow thofe angry appel- 
lations on dulnefs, which are only due to vice, 
it might not be altogether amifs, if they were 
to confider their duty towards their neighbour. 
The moft inveterate fcribbler, who means no 
A 2 harm, 
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harm, is not the word charadter in a com- 
munity. And mediocrity, one would think, 
need not appear fo abominable in the eyes of 
ftupidity. 

But it is difficult for a man to be convinced 
to his fatisfaflion of his own fcanty intelledV, 
and various are the methods made ufc of to 
fhift the imputation to another. When, with 
an air of falfe modefty, be affeds to think him- 
felf nothing at all, how little does he wiffi to 
be believed ! when fcorn has found fome other 
objeft, glad to be fafe himfelf, with hoftile joy 
he eyes the vidim — 

qua fibi quifque timebat^ 
Unius in miferi exitium converfa tulere. 

Claiming the privilege of being tried by my 
peers, I beg leave to except againft the fol- 
lowing perfons as incompetent : thofe who read 
intending to be angry, thofe who read expedt- 
ing to be plcafed, and thofe who cannot read 
at all. To exhibit a tranflation, that Ihall in 
any degree refemble an original, is not fo very 
eafy as fcveral perfons, who have never tried, 
may imagine. In order to make a comparifon, 
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it will be very ufeful to underftand fomething 
of each language. I will put the cafe, O gen- 
tle cenfor, to thy confcience. If, when thou 
openeft thine eyes upon Lucian, thy prevail- 
ing idea be that of crabbed Greek, be aflured 
of thy fallibility in this matter. Get more 
ftrength, and thou wilt learn forgivenefs. 

To mention one’s own tranfgrcflion affords 
but little delight. But the reader would find 
out mine without any alfiftance, and- 1 will be 
beforehand with him. Having been inftrudfed 
in the laws of tranflation, it would be in vain 
to deny the prefumption of wilful infringement. 
To preferve the fenfe and fpirit and turn and 
temper and wit and genius ^of an ancient au- 
thor, a tranflator- Ihould poffefs them all him- 
felf. He may fpeak a different language, and 
live in a different age ; but little more abate- 
ment will be made him. This is the law'. - 
But where are fuch tranflators to be found? 
After Dryden and a few others, what man of 
genius will put on painful lhackles, and tame- 
ly fit down to tranflate ? who that can be ori- 
ginal will be contented with imitation ; and 
efpecially when imitation is fo very imperfeft ? 

A 3 For 
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Fof after all that can be done, whoever dcfircs 
to be well acquainted with an ancient author, 
muft take the trouble of learning his lan- 
guage He will then allow of originals and 
tranflations, as of family quarrels, that these 
may be faults on both fides. 

There is a tranflation of Lucian, which is 
commonly called Dryden’s, perhaps from a 
fenfe of juftice to fome bookfeller, who had paid 
a fum of money, that it might be called fo. 

“ Unhappy Dryden !” 

The tranflation by Mr. Francis Hickes ap- 
pears, by the language, to have been made 
about the beginning of the laft century. , At 
lead it was before that of Jafpes Mayne, done 
in 1638, and publilhed in 1664. Their tranf- 
lations taken together extend to only a fmall 
part of Lucian. In his dedication to the 
Marquis of Newcaftle, Dr. Mayne complains 
bitterly of perfons wha “ do defile the Englifli ‘ 

[J] If, after being charmed with the beauties of Pope’s 
Homer, a perfon (hould make himfelf mailer of the original, 
how would he be furprifed, 

“ To fee 

How an things di&r, where they all agree !*’ 

tongue 
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tongue 'with republick words.” The diflion, 
which then prevailed, might very well provoke 
the good Doftor to differ from Longinus and 
others, in his opinion concerning the rife of 
eloquence. 

- Spence, according to Lord Dorfet, “ was fo 
cunning a tranflator, that a man muft read the 
original to underftand the verfion.” Mr. 
Spence’s wit has but little of the Attick ele- 
gance. of Lucian, but a great deal of the fa- 
cetious [r] Mr. Punch. 

’ Thefe are all the Englifh tranflations of Lu- 
cian, that I have feen. That of D’Ablancourt 
into French has been the moft read. Though 
Lucian was no niggard of his fpeech, Monficur 
D’Ablancourt found him unlike a Frenchman, 
and new-modelled him accordingly. Spence’s 

[f] He wanted to be thought comical, which was the cha- 
raAer Eunapius had given his author. Auiuunf h tx Zoftt- 
O’lStit arti^ rmiaiof $; to Phoedrus, who was a 

tranflator very diflereut from Mr. Spence, intended the fame 
effect. “ Duplex libelli dos eft, quod rifum movet.” In 
former days the rifible mufcles muft have been moved by 
a very light touch. A fober EngKftiman would ftare to fee 
a reader laugh at iEfbp’s fables, and think him almoft a» 
ftrange a Mow as ^fop himfelf. 

A 4 EngUlh 
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Englifli is nothing more than an aukward copy 
of D’Ablancourt’s French. 

The pieces in this volume do not follow one 
another in the fame order as in the original. 
Had I begun tranflating with an intention of 
going through the whole of Lucian’s works, 

I might probably have obferved the commoi) 
order ; though with no other reafon than the 
ufage of Editors. But no man will wilh to 
tranflate the Vd] whole of Lucian, who thinks 
the world already bad enough, and, though' 
he cannot make it better, does not defire to 
make it worfe. 

The Editors of other trifles may have been 
mifled by learned advifers. Unfortunately for 
me, my errors are all my own. I make no 
part of a little knot of little authors, who, join- 
ing their flock together, launch into the deep 
on a broader bottom. My confolation is that 
of the Angle adventurer, whofe good or. bad 
fuccefs affedts , only himfelf. No “ frowning 
judge” can bring my friends to Ihame. And 

[d] Duplex omnino eft jocandi genus. Cicero dc OfC 
lib. i. To humble the pride of genius, tine fenfe and folly 
have been feen together in every age. 
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if, in the wonderful variety of every day’s in^ 
cidents, fome fcattered particle of praife fbould 
be blown in my way^ I will gather it up as 
clean as I can, and greedily devour it, without 
afking [e] queflions. 

I hope no enquiry will be made into the 
motives of this undertaking, of which I con- 
fefs myfelf .unable to give any fatisfaflory ac- 
count. The advertifer of a new Magazine had 
the kindnefs to offer “ a work much wanted.** 
The world may be in need of a new magazine ; 
but I have fome reafon to think, that it is not 
greatly diftrefled for want of my tranfladon. 
sPerfons in diftrefs are apt now and then to 
complain, and I have been peaceably fuffercd 
entirely to neglect it for almoft the nine years 
afUgned to 

The laft and greateft art, the art to blot.” 

From this patient forbearance of the pub- 
lick I conclude, that very few will be difpleafed 

[«] While I was writing this fentence, an indignant 
volume of Reviews defeended haflily from an upper ibdf, and 
narrowly miffed my head. 8:^ The danger is now paft. 
Not fo the joyful remembrance of fo unpromihng an omen ! 

with- 
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with me for intending never more to trouble 

them with Propofmls for printingni beok\_f\,' 

■ z I return thanks to the voluntary fubfcribers. 

It Was not my fault, that a gendemah’s name 

was printed without his confent, nor that he does 

not “ mderjiand fuch odd fluff.” ■ 

» 

-r ' * * 

No recklefs intrude appears in the Title- 
page. The inclemency of reading has been 
known to fpend itfelf there; and a name, un- 
flieltered with academical honours, flands leis 
expofed at the end of a Preface. 

JOHN CARR. 


f tf] When this Preface appeared before, I h.id no inten- 
tion of continuing the tranflation in any mode whatever, 
nor any thoughts of a new Edition. But, after fome ex- 
perience of the puUdek favour, I found m)tfclf very little 
liifpofed to queftion its propriety; and my publiftier, who 
believes ftrongly in the mutability of men’s difpolitions, gave 
me fuch powerful rcafona for a fpeedy republication, that I 
changed my mind. . 

“ He cannot tell what criticks thought it. 

He only knows, that people bought it.” 


SOME 
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• SOME ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

LIFE OF LUCIAN. 

T UCIAN was born at Samofata, a city of 
Syria, near the Euphrates. The time of 
his birth is uncertain •, but it appears, from the 
perfons, authors, and events, which he men- 
tions, that he flouriOied under the Antonines and 

i 

Com modus. If his dialogues had come down 
to us in the order of time in which they were 
written, it would have been eafier to fix, or at 
leaft to guefs at, the year in which he was 
bom. His parents are faid to have been 
originally of Patrse, in Achaia ; though, in the 
dream which he relates, there are no traces of 
family pride. His father, he fays, not know- 
ing 
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ing how to fuppwt him at home, put him 
apprentice to a ftone-cutter. This fcone-cutter 
was his uncle, who, having obferved in the * 
boy a talent, as he thought, for his trade, was 
at firft greatly pleafed with his difciple. But, 
an unlucky accident occafioning a .quarrel be- 
tween them, Lucian, in the pride and naughti- 
nefs of his heart, ran home to his mother to 
complain. He does not fay, that Ihe pointed 
out to him the path he was by nature fitted 
to purfue, but that two other females fcolded 
him into it. He left his country, and im- 
proved himfelf fo much by travelling, that no 
man nowadays can diilinguilh him from a na- 
tive Athenian. He taught rbetorick in Gaul 
and other places. In Antioch he was a pleader 
at the bar. In this profeflion he took a diflikc 
to noife and lying, and fate down to write dia- 
logues on the folly of mankind. He was about 
forty years of age when he began to imagine 
himfelf wifer than the philofophers of his time, 
with whofc refpedtive lives and opinions he was 
well enough acquainted to have abundant mat- 
ter for ridicule. He makes continual allufions 

to 
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to Homer, perhaps tMnking himfelf, like Per* 
fius, a wifer man than the writer of an Iliad. ' 

“ Hoc riders meum^ tarn nil^ nuM tibi vendo 

made:' 

In his old age he was appointed to fome place 
of confequence under the Emperor in ^gypt, 
though it is not eafy to determine exa£Uy what. 
He married when fomewhat advanced in age, 
and had a fonj who was a favourite with Julian, 
A letter of that Emperor to him is ftill extant. 
The fame talents, that recommended the father 
to Aurelius, appear to have been poflelled in 
fome degree by the fon. It is moft probable 
that Lucian died about the age of ninety towards 
the end of the fecond century ; and it is more 
likely that he died of the gout than that he was 
devoured by dogs enraged to find an apoftate. 
The flory of his embracing and afterwards 
renouncing the Chrifaan religion, with that 
l^i]. dreadful confequence, feems to have been 
the invention of fome bigot abfurd enough to 
dream of an alliance between truth and falfliood. 

[^] Zuingenia has difpofed of Lucian’s body and foul to 
his heart’s content. “ Quare et rabici iftius pcenas fuL 
ficientes in prxfenti vita dedit, et in futurum hseres aeterni 
ignis una cum Satana erit.” 

The 
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SOME A C C O U N T, -&C,' 

. The ftyle of Lucian being more pure than 
that of his contemixjraries, two or three of the 
moft celebrated fathers are reported to have 
improved themfclves in compofition by ftudy- 
ing his works, and to have turned the artillery 
of his wit againft his own party. Thofe who 
are converfant with the fathers may poffibly 
know where this wit is written, 




Digitized by Googic 



C 3 


hU'AMODt fiS Tip SOCvJn 

Amuavoi t«5’ sypuipet, [jt] •araAa/os Tf /jutipcx rt 
Mupoc yot^ oiv9(M7rois vm t « ^xnvju cro^. 

OvSiv sy cKvdfMTTOKTi J/axfiSsv igt vorijjicc ; 

AAA’ 0 <rv BavfMX^HSt reS’ hspota-t yi7^, 

Lucian on his Book. 

I Lucian from the life this pifture drew 
Of errors old, of follies not a few, 

Difeordant judgments find no general rule, 

Maid to admire, and rafh to ridicule. 

[/’] VaXata rt «oxa« ti Horn, Od. vli. ver. 1^7. 
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DREAM: 
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LUCIAN’s Account of Himself. 
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I WAS now a great boy, and had left off 
going to fchool, when my father began to 
confult with our friends what he fhould make 
of me. Moft of them were of opinion, that 
a learned profeflion required a plentiful for- 
tune i time, pains, and expence, being equally 
neceflary ; whereas our circumftances were fuch 
as ftood much in need of fpeedy amendment. 
But, if I were to learn a trade, I might not 

[«] This Dream is an imitation of the choice of Her- 
cules, a well-known llory in Xenophon’s Memorabilia 
of Socrates. The Englilh reader may fee it in the Tatler 
N** 97, and in Spence’s Polymetis. Xenophon had it from 
Prodicus, who, he fays, told it in a better manner. Lucian 
pight have ^id the fame of Xenophon. 

B 2 pnly 
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only be able to live of myfelf, without en- 
cumbering my father, now that I was grown 
up ; but, in a little time, might fill him with 
joy, to fee me bripg home the Fruits of my 
labours.” The next queftion to be refolved, 
was, what was the befl trade, the eafieft to be 
acquired, the moft genteel, the lead expenfive 
in fetting up, and affording the faired pro- 
Xpe6t of gain. While one recommended one 
thing, and another another, according to his 
own experience or caprice, niy father, cading 
his eyes on my uncle, who was an excellent 
Statuary, declared, that no other trade but his 
ought to be named in his prefence. “ Take 
him, faid he, (pointing to me) and make him 
pcrfe<5t in your bufinefs : you know him to be 
a lad of parts, who will do you credit.” He 
prefumed this from fpme toys he bad feen of 
my making. For I had been ufed, when oqt 
of my fchoolmader’s fight, to get wax, and 
ferape it into twenty odd figures, fuch as oxen, 
horfes, or men j which my father (poor man !) 
thought very fine, but for which my rpader 
ufed to beat me. Upon the drength of this 
I was encouraged to go pn, as there could be 

PS 
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ho doubt of my foon becoming a mafter of 
my trade, after thefe voluntary fpecimens of 
dexterity. I was therefore without lofs of time 
given up to my uncle, without betraying or 
feeling much diflatisfaftion •, for I could not 
but think it convenient enough to have the 
opportunity, whenever I would, of pleafing my- 
felf, or obliging my friend, with a god or a 
hero of my own making. So I was entered 
in the ufual manner. My uncle gave me a 
chifel, and bade me ufe it gently, repeating the 
proverb, yi good beginning makes a good end. 
But, for want of knowing better, I hit too hard, 
and broke the marble. My unde, enraged, 
fnatching up a whip, belaboured me in fuch a 
manner as made me fhed many tears, and gave 
me no great ftomach to the trade. Blubber- 
ing moft fadly I ran home with my dory, (hew- 
ing the weals, and recounting my uncle’s cruel- 
ty; faying, I was fure it was envy, and no- 
thing elfe, that made him ufe me fo. My mo- 
ther kindly heard me, and heartily abufed her 
tyrant of a brother. All that night I fpent 
in fobbing and thinking. — What I have hi- 
therto faid fecms the trifling Af a child ; but what 
B '3 is 
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is to come, Gentlemen, will require your pa- 
tient attention. As Homer fays, “ A divine 
vifion of the ambrofial night appeared in a 
dream,” fo plain that reality itfelf could not 
be more fo : for even to this moment I think 
I hear and fee all that I did then. T wo wo- 
men laid hold of me, and pulled me different 
ways, each to herfclf, with fuch violence that 
I feared they would have torn me in pieces 
between them. Now one prevailed, and then 
the other. Then they fcolded moft bitterly; 
the one declaring fhe wanted only her own, 
and the other protefting that her antagonift 
fhould lofe her labour. The one was a maf- 
culine creature, made for hard work, with' hair 
neglefted, hands callous, gown tucked up, all 
over duft •, in Ihort, juft like my uncle, when 
he polifhed his marble. The other had a beau- 
tiful face, a graceful perfon, an elegant drefs. 
After much contention they referred the mat- 
ter to me. And firft that hard-favoured ro- 
buft animal began : “ I, my dear boy, am 
“ Statuary, to whole acquaintance you were 
“ yefterday to be introduced. I am your friend 
“ and relation. Your grandfather (naming my 

“ motherV 
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mother’s father) was a ftone-cutter, as well 
*5 as your two uncles, who became both very 
famous by means of me. If then you can 
** refolve with yourfelf to renounce the trifles 
which Ihe would tempt you with (pointing 
** to the other), and come and dwell with me, 
“ in the firfl: place, you lhall live like a man, 
** you lhall be hale and ftrong, you lhall efcape 
“ all envy ; you lhall have no occafion to feek 
a foreign land, leaving your relations and 
“ country, for the praife of an empty fpecch. 

Difdain not the mean appearahce of my per- 
‘‘ fon and apparel. It was from fuch a be- 
ginning that Phidias, the carver of Jove, laid 
the foundation of his fame. , You have hq^rd 
too of Polycletus, ’^who made a Juno ; of 
“ the praifes of Myron and Praxiteles : they 
“ are reverenced like the gods they made. 
“ Think, if you Ihould prove like one of them, 
“ what univerfal fame you would acquire ! how 
happy your father ! how proud your eouh- 
try!” — All this jargon, and a great deal more, 
fhe blundered out, labouring with all her might 
to win me over to her opinion. But the great- 
eft part of it has efcaped my memory. When 
B 4 once 
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once (lie had done, thus began the other: 

“ I, my child, am Learning, not altogether un- 

known to thee. This lady has fufficiently 

“ enumerated all the bleffings of a ftone- cutter : 

“ as fuch, you will be a mere labourer, and all 

“ will depend on the fweat of your brow. You 

“ will lead a poor, illiberal, obfeure life, equally 

abjedt in mind as deprefledin body, neither ca- 

“ pable of aflifting your friends, nor able to deter 

“ your enemies ; a low, unenvied drudge, glad 

“ to truckle to every perfon of the leaft eminence, 

“ dependent on another man’s breath, living 

the life of a hare, the property of a gentleman. 

“ Though you arrive, at the excellence of Phi- 

** dias or Polycletus, and all men admire your 

workmanlhip, there is not a fingle man in his 

“ fenfes, who would wifh himfelf to be the work- 

“ man. However eminent, fiill you will be a 

“ mechanick, livipg from hand to mouth. But, 

“ if you will be ruled by me, I will make you 

“ acquainted with the actions and exploits of 

“ the admired ancients ; I will explain to you 

“ what they have taught, and give you an in- 
* 

fight into all things. Your foul, which is 
“ your principal part, I will adorn with modera- 

“ tion. 
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tion, juftice, piety, gentknefs, equity, under- 
(landing, firmnefs, the love of virtue, ambi- 
tion of -being honourably diftinguifhed : thefe 
are the genuine honours of the mind. You 
(hall know every tranfaftion of old, and judge 
of the propriety of what is prefent. I will en- 
able you to fee into futurity, I will teach you all 
knowledge human and divine. Though you 
are now a poor lad, the fon of a man who 
would have you be as mean as himfelf, you 
(hall foqaAecome the admiration and envy of 
all Your talents will be honoured and 

pralwir by the rich and the great. You (hall 
have fuch a robe as mine (which, you fee, is 
no defpicable one) ; you (hall obtain power 
and pre-eminence. If you (hould happen to 
go abroad, your fame will go before you. I 
will make you fo remarkable, that every be- 
holder, jogging his neighbour, (hall point and 
fay, [^] There ! that is he ! Whenever any 
matter of confequence (hall be debated, re- 


[J] Cicero mentions the pride of Demollhenes on being 
thus dillinguifhcd by an old woman carrying water. Tufcul. ' , 
Quxft. B. V. Perfius, Sat. i. Horace, B. IV. Ode ill. Piiny 
the younger, Book VI, Ep. 6. 

“ lating 
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** lating either to individuals, or to the whole 
“ community, all eyes lhall be fixed on you 
“ they will be ready with open mouth lo fwallow 
“ every word you fay, blefling themfelves, What *■ 
« an orator ! what a happy man was the father 
“ of him ! I will bellow On you that immor- 
“ tality, which is fo talked of : when you are 
“ dead, you lhall converfe with the wits, and = 
keep the very bell company. You know what 
“ a great man Demollhenes became, whofe fa- 
“ ther was nobody : and how ^fehines was 
“courted by King Philip, though his mother 
“ was maintained by her timbrel. Socrates was 
“ at firll a llatuary, but it was when he knew no 
“ better ; for, when he did, he flew to me, and 
“ you have heard what reputation he acquired. 

Buti if you like to give up fuch great men, 

** fuch celebrated performances, fuch elegant 
“ orations, fuch fine clothes, honour, glory,- 
“ praife, precedency, power, authority, oratori- 
“ cal fame, intelleflual excellence; — if you arc 
“ determined to forego them all, you mull : 

“ you will be recompenfed with an old dirty 
“jacket, fit for a Have, and be prepared to 
“ handle your tools like any other poor, abjefl, 

4 “ down- 
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“ down-looking drudge, with his hammers and 
“ chifels about him : you muft never once prc- 
fume to look upwards, left fomething worthy 
“ of a human creature ftiould happen to engage 
your attention : your whole care will be to 
“ finifh every job in a workman-like manner, 

“ which muft be always more elegant and better 
attended to than yourfelf, a negledled wretch, 
feraping a living from dull and ftones.” I 
could forbear no longer, but got up before (he - 
had done fpeaking, and declared in her favour. 

I inftantly quitted the dirty Have, remembering 
the whip and the blows, with which I had been 
welcomed the day before. With a glad heart I 
betook myfelf to Learning. The other, enraged 
to be thus deferted, at firft clinched her fift, and 
gnalhed her teeth, with every threat of venge- 
ance ; but at laft congealed like Niobe, and be?- 
came a perfect ftone. All this may be fafely be- 
lieved j for dreams are wonderful things. The 
objedt of my choice, now looking at me, de- 
clared Ihe would make me ample fatisfadioit 
for the equitable decifion I had made. “ Do 
you fee this chariot ? faid fhe ; it is drawn by 
winged horfes, like fo many Pegafufes : get into’ 

itf,. 
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it, and I will flicw you what you had like to 
have loft.” Upon this I got up, and (he drove. 
Being raifed aloft, I looked round about me from 
eaft to weft, beholding cities and nations ; and< 
like Triptolemus [f], fcattering fomething down 
on the earth. I do not remember at prefent 
what it was : I only remember this, that, where- 
ever I came, the people looked up with accla- 
mations, wilhing me a good journey, as I flew 
over their heads. Having fhewn me many 
fine things, and introduced me to much praife* 
Ihe brought me back again ; not in the drefs I 
had fet out with, but very fine, I aflure you. 
She then laid hold of my father, who flood ex- 
peding me, bade him look at me now, and think 
of his wife confultation. This is what I faw, 
while I was hardly more than a child, being dif- 
turbed in my flecp, I fuppofe, by the imprelTion 
of my uncle’s whip. — Here I am interrupted by 
fomebody, who thinks my judicial dream a little 
of the longeft. But, no doubt, adds another, 
it was winter, when the nights are long j or, per- 

[f] Triptolemus was fent over the world, in a flying 
chariot, by Ceres, to teach ploughing and fowing. As he 
flew along, he fcattered feed on the ground. 

haps. 
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haps, you were three nights about it, as Jupiter 
was in begetting Hercules. How came it into 
the man’s head to plague us with his tedious nar- 
rative ? with the obfolete fooleries of a childilh 
dream ? Did he take us for interpreters of his 
infipid nonfenfe ?” But Xenophon [</], Sir, did 
not think like you ; he related his dream, not 
as an idle tale of amufement, but as containing 
fomething folid and fubftantial ; or he would 
hardly have taken up his time with it, when 
furrounded by enemies, and reduced to extremity. 
For my part, I have related my dream to per- 
fuade young men to right courfes, efpecially 
fuch as, being difheartened by poverty, might 
debafe their genius by low purfuits. Such will 
be animated by my example, cpnfidering what 
1 originally was, and how I became what I am, 
pot difcouraged by the fear of ftarving; who 
may venture at lead to fay this of myfelf, that I 
am as well known as the bell of the llatuaries. 

[</] Expedition of Cyrus, Book III. 
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O j U P I T E R ! the friendly, the hofpitable* 
the fociable, the domeftick, the lightning- 
darting, the oath-obferving, the cloud-compel- 
ling, the folemn-founding, and whatever elfe the 
brainfick poets pleafe to call thee when they rave 
in heroicks for then it is that thou aflumeft 
every name, to prop poor defponding metre, 
and fill up a gap — where is now thy tremendous 
lightning, thy roaring thunder, thy burning, 
Ihining, dreadful bolt ? it is now plain that all is 
a jell, a poetical vapour made up of founds. 

C And 
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• And yet I marvel too how it comes to pafs, that 
thofe famous arms of thine which kill at any 
diftance — I wonder by what means they hav« 
loft their faculty, and are totally out of order : 
there is not now left a (ingle fpark of wrath, to 
manifeft thy indignation againft the wicked. 
There is not a rafcal alive that cares one draw 
for thy thunder, or regards it any more than the 
wick of an extinguiftied candle, which might 
polTibly dirty his face indeed, but could not 
hurt it. Salmoneus has ventured to rival thee 
in. thunder : and why (hould he not ? a man of 
any fpirit may furely defy fuch a drowfy frozen 
Jove as thou art. You certainly have been 
fwallo\ving mandrake [e ] ; you do not fee thofe 
villains, nor hear thofe fellows forfwearing 
themfelves: you are as blind and as deaf as 
your great grandfather. Once upon a time, 
when you were young, and full of fpirits, 
the cafe was very different: your back was 
foon up, and woe to thofe that provoked 
vou. You never grave them a moment’s reft ; 
the bolt was in conftant praiftice, the Ihield 

[f] Which had the fame effeft as opium in caufing fleep. 


Digitized by Google 



T I M O N. ' 19 

was worn without intermiflion, the thunder 
roared for ever. Like a fliower of darts flew 
thy Ikirmifhing fire ; the earth was fliaken and 
bored like a ficve, mountains of fnow and 
rocks of hail fell about mens' ears: nay, to 
talk in a higher tone, violent and impetuous 
were the rains, and every drop a river. No 
wonder theni that in Deucalion’s time, in the 
twinkling of an eye, the whole world was under 
water ; and every foul mull inevitably have 
perilhed, had hot one little IkilF ftruck upon 
Mount Lycoris, to prefervc the feed of this , 
more rafcally generation. But now it is all 
over with Jupiter: there is .not a man that ever 
facrifices to you now, or offers you a Angle 
garland ; except perhaps at the Olympick games, 
merely to pay refpedl to an old cuftom, and 
not out of any obligation, I alfure you. They 
will foon proceed to play the old game over 
again, and ferve thee like another Saturn. A 
thoufand times already have they robbed thy 
temple, nor did they flick at falling foul upon 
thyfelf in Olympia: meanwhile the fonorous 
Jupiter was too lazy either to roufe the dogs, 
or call the neighbours to his afliftance; but 
C 2 fairly 
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fairly let them efcapc with their booty. The 
mighty vanquiflier of the giants, the trium- 
phant conqueror of the Titans, with a thun- 
derbolt ten cubits long in his hand, foberly 
fat ftill, and let them cut olF his locks.—. 
I pray you, good Sir, how long are affairs to 
go on thus ? or when do you intend to be re- 
Tenged on them ? How many Deucalions and 
f’hactons, do you thinki will be fufficient to 
reftrain fuch excefs of wickednefe ? for, not to 
mention other mens concerns, but only to hint 
at my own, how many of thefe Athenians have 
I aggra’ndifed 1 how many fcoundrels, that were 
not worth a groat, have I enriched 1 how many 
beggars have 1 fupported ! Have I not fpent 
my whole fortune, to fatisfy the defires of my 
friends ? And now, that 1 am as poor as they 
were when my bounty found them, my molt 
obedient, devoted, faithful adorers are every 
man of them afhamed of me, and will not 
fpeak to me. If I happen to meet any of 
them, they pafs by me, as they would pals 
by an old monument not worth regarding. 
Some of them at a good diftance prudently 

turn 
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turn afide and give me the way, not caring tQ 
come near any thing fo ominous as their old 
friend and benefadtor. Being thus reduced and 
forlorn, 1 dig for fixpence [/] a day, clad in this 
miferable garl3[|^]i while, undifturbed by at- 
tendants, I moralize over my fpade. There 
is this comfort in my fituation, that I do not 
fee the rogues grow fat in their wickednefs; 
for that would be death and fury. But pray , 
be fo obliging, thou Ton of Saturn and Rhea, as 
to awake (for furely thou haft had a comforta- 
ble nap [i6] of it : Epimenides, who flept fe- 
venty-five years together, was nothing to thee).— 
Awake, I fay, and ftiew thyfelf a man i blow 
up the fire of Mount Oeta, and give thy thun? 
derbolt a frefli heatj and, if ever thou didft 
exert thyfelf, do it now : unlefs thou art dead 
jn good carncft, as the Cretans report. 

J U P I T E R.; 

What fellow is this. Mercury, that I hear 
thus bawling from Attica ? yonder he ftands 

[/] Four oboli. An obolus was fomething more than 
five farthings. 

[^] a garment of goa^fkin. 

[/j] Horn. Iliad II, verfe 2. 
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by Mount Hymcttus, in a miferable garb, dirty 
and ragged. He feems tq be digging; or why 
docs he (loop fo ? V/hoever he is, he is a fancy 
fellow, I warrant him ; fome philofopher, I 
fuppofe : [*] or he would hardly he fo profane. 

MERCURY. 

What, father, do you not know him ? It is 
Timon of Colyttus, the fon of Echechratides. 
Many a time has he treated us with a feaft. 
You remember— he became fuddenly rich, and 
fpent whole hecatombs upon us. I am fure. 
Sir, we lived like ourfelves on your feftival 
days. 

JUPITER. 

Well! but how came this to pafs ? He was 
a gentleman, had a great deal of’ money, and 
many friends. How comes he to be in this 
unfeemly fituation, delving with a huge fpade, 
and exhibiting all the marks of poverty and 
wretchednefs ? 

MERCURY. 

His good-nature, you mull know, and hu- 
rnanity, and pity of all in want, have done his 

[i] Ov yctf ai, fupprefla conditionc. Vide Hoogeveen dc 
Psrtkulis Gr*cis, p. 925. 

, bufinef^ 
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hufinefs for him. In plain truth, he has been 
mifcrably impofed upon. The man had no 
notion of diftinguilhing one perfon from an- 
other; all were welcome; and' behold the end . 
of it 1 The more' the rooks devoured him, the 
more they pleafcd him ; as he was convinced, 
that nothing but ftark friendihip and pure good- 
will could bring them to hjs table. So, after 
they had picked his bones clean, and fucked 
out the marrow, leaving him as dry as a chip [ij, 

[i] It may be proper once for all to obferve, that, in the 
flyle of Lucian, there is often a redundancy of words, as wellaa 
a confufion of images, A former tranflator, having rendered 
this paffage, “ And now, after they had ftripped him bare 
“ to the bone, and gnawed him, and fucked out all the mar- 
“ row, away they go, and leave him faplefs, and cut down to the 
“ very root,” obferves-that “ Lucian pailes out of one meta- 
“ phot into another, from that of a body to a tree. Now, 
though I will by no means prefume to cenfure this bberty 
“ in fo great a mafter of eloquence as our Author was ; yet 
“ one of theniceft criticks France ever bred (I mean Monfieur 
“ St. Evremont) exprefsly condemns it in his Oeuvres Mel^ 
tom. iv. p, I io. C’eft une faute inexcufable de pafler d’une 
“ metaphore,par laquclleonauroitcommence, aunei;ouvelle, 

“ et d’allier ainfi des images qui n’ont nul rapport entre elles. 

“ Quand on eft attentif a bien ecrire, on fcait continuer, ct 
“ foutenir la meme idee.” This modeft gentleman brings 
over a learned Frenchman, to prove what was never denied, 

^ pure example of diffidence in a critis'k ! 

c 4 ' 
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they genteelly took their leave, and no longer 
regarded him. Indeed why Ihould they, fince 
they have no intention of setuming his favours i 
For thefe reafons, with his fpade and his pelt, 
p you fee, he has forfaken the city, being 
alhamed of living in it any longer. There he 
is, poor man ! turning up the ground for hire % 
while his bread; burns with indignation againlh 
the provoking rafcals, who, having been en- 
riched by his bounty, now pafs fcornfully by, 
and would not know the name of Timon, if 

« ■ ■ ■ s * 

they heard jt. 

JUPITER. 

' Upon my word, he has reafon to be out of hu- 
mour, and mult not be negkfled by us. At that 
rate, we Ihould be as bad as they ; if we could 
forget a man, who has regaled us fo often at our 
altars, with fuch a number of bulls, and fo many 
of his fatteft goats ; the fmell of which is at this 
moment in my noftrils. Indeed my time has 
been fo taken up with a parcel of perjured vil- 
lains, thieves, and robbers •, I have been fo 
fwcated with thofe facrilegious fcoundrels, who 
are fo flippery and fo numerous, that I have 
2 . hardly 
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hardly had time to ciofe my eyes, or attend to 
any thing elle : fo that it is no wonder I have 
not looked down upon Attica this great while. 
And then the Philofophers keep fiich a pother, 
with their nonfen fical quarrels about empty 
words, that a&ually one cannot hear what other 
mortals have to fay. Either I muft utterly Ihut up 
my ears, or be ftunned with the noife they make 
about their incorporeal forms, their virtue, and 
nobody knows what. It has been owing to fuch 
jcaufes, and not from any want of inclination, 
that I have hitherto negledted him. But do you, 
Jvlercury^ take Plutus with you, and go to him 
direftly. Let Plutus take Thefaurus, and let 
both take up their abode with Timon, and not 
leave him again fo readily •, though his former 
good-natured fit fliould return, and his charity 
induce him to drive them out of doors. As for 
thofe fycophants, I will' be revenged on them 
for their ingratitude,, as foon as I have repaired 
my thunderbolt; which I have very much 
damaged, in darting too furioully upon Anaxa- 
goras the Sophift. He wanted to perfuade his 
difciples, that we Gods were nobody at all, 
fprfooth. Unluckily I miiTed him; for bis 

friend 
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friend Pericles put his hand between us : fo the 
bolt fell upon the Temple of Caftor and Pol- 
lux, and, in deftroying that, was almoft dcftroyed 
kfelf i it went with fuch violence againft the hard 
ftones. Though I believe it will be a fufBcient 
plague to them, to fee Timon rich again. 

MERCURY. 

To make a noife, to be impudent, and impor- 
tunate, I find, is ufeful to others, as well as the 
wranglers at the bar ! Behold, here is a poor 
fellow going to be fuddenly enriched, becaufe he 
has given himfelf airs, and been fo clamorous, 
that Jupiter is almoft ftunned with his bawling! 
who, had he been contented to dig in filence, 
might have dug his heart out, before Jove would 
have fticwn him the leaft regard ! 

P L U T U S, 

Pofuively, I will go no more near him, . 
JUPITER. 

No ! not when I command you, Sir ? 

P L U T U S. 

Upon my word, he has ufed me extremely 
ill ; he fcattered me piecemeal, he kicked me 

Putj 
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pat; when I was his very beft friend. He even 
fliook me off, as if he had burnt his fingers with 
handling me. Would you have me go to him 
again, to be fquandered amongft parafites, flat- 
terers, and harlots? I beg, Jupiter, that you 
will fend me to fuch as know the value of rfle 
and will entertain me accordingly. Such never 
think they can have too much of my company. 
As for the fools, that could make ducks and 
drakes of their money, let them even have 
enough of their dearly- beloved poverty, and be 
blcflcd with a fpade, a leathern jacket, and fix- 
pence a day ! 


JUPITER. 

Timon will play you no fuch tricks for the 
future: his fpade has tutored him /ufficiently. 
Jf there be any feeling in him, I warrant you, he 
will never more prefer poverty to riches. In- 
deed, you feem to be always grumbling : why 
ihould you find fault with Timon for fetting the 
door open, and giving you leave to do as you 
would ? He never baulked you in any expedi- 
tion 3 nor had he the leaft jealoufy of you. I 

have 
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have known the time when yOu have complained 
luftily of the rich, for fetting their feal upon you, 
and confining you, as they are apt to do, with 
bolts and bars. You faid, it was impoffible for 
you to enjoy a glimpfe of light, (hut up in fucb 
mil'erable fcrvitude, under lock and key. You 
complained of being ftifled m darknefs, which 
made you look fo pale and fo fickly. You faid, 
your conftitution was devoured by continual 
anxiety •, that you had loft the right ufe of your 
fingers by continually fcraping money together j 
and that you only wanted an opportunity to 
make your efcape. In Ihort, you thought it a 
terrible thing, to be kept untouched, like the 
virgin Danac, in a brazen or iron clofet, and 
tutored by the rigorous cars of intereft and 
arithmetick. You wondered why they (hould 
be fo unaccountably fond, of you, fince they 
had not the heart to enjoy you when they 
might; but were always upon the watch, with 
tjieir eye? perpetually on the hinge or the key- 
hole ; thinking it quite fufficient to have barely 
the power of ufing you, and preventing any 
body elfe ; like the dog in the manger. You 
^bought them vwy ridiculous, who were always 

pinching 
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pinching and hoarding, and jealous of even 
their own guts ; not confidcring that fome raf- 
cally footman, or butler, or puppy of a tutor, 
would come Ilily upon the odious wretch of a 
matter, and, fneaking off with his money, leave 
him to meditate alone, over his glimmering, 
twinkling, ftarvling rulh-light. — What method 
of proceeding is this ? You are neither fatisfied 
the one way nor the other. 

P L U T U S. 

If you will be pleafed to confider the matter, 
I fancy you will find that I have not done any 
thing without reafon. That eafinefs and mild- 
nefs of Timon’s government was not in reality 
out of good-will to me. And as to thofe who 
locked me up in the dark, that I might grow 
fat and well-liking, meanwhile they never laid 
finger on me, nor fuffered any one to fee me, 
I looked on them to be out of their fenfes, 
cruel villains who could fufier me to rot in a 
jail without why or wherefore ; never confider- 
ing how foon they mutt go and leave me to 
the pofleflion of fome other of Fortune’s favou- 

rites. 
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rites. I neither like the one, nor the other; 
neither Timon, nor his oppofue. They are 
moft to my mind, who neither hoard me up to 
no purpofe, nor fcatter me to as little ; but 
make a moderate ufe of me. Put the cafe thus, 
good Jupiter : fiippofe a man was to marry a 
handfome young wife, and afterwards take no 
account of her condudt ; fuffer her to go and 
come whenever ftie likes, by night or day ; con- 
, tentedly permit her to keep whatever company 
Ihe will ; nay, even open his doers for the re- 
ception of gallants, and invite all the neigh- 
bouring cuckold- makers ; — can fuch a man 
have any love for his wife? I think, Jupiter 
knows better. On the contrary, if a man mar- 
ries a fine young lady, for the fake of having 
children, and afterwards will not fo much as 
touch her, nor allow any body to look at her, 
fuftering her youth to wafte away in hopelefs 
virginity, and all this under a pretence of fuper- 
abundant fondnefs, while he ftalks about with 
)iis eyes funk in his head, as pale and as lean 
as the moft ardent lover ; is fuch a man to be 
reckoned in his fober fenfes ; who, when he 
«ught to be purfuing every delightful purpofe 

, of 


Digitized by Google 



T I M O N. 


3* 

of. wedlock, fuffers a lovely young woman to 
languifli) out (a forlorn life, as if ftie was in 
training for a prieftefs of Ceres [ij ? It goes to 
my -heart, 1 affure you, to be kicked about, 
confumed, and devoured, by heedlefs fpendthrifts : 
nor, on the other hand, can I brook being kept 
in fetters, like a branded runaway flave. 

J U P I T E R. 

However, you may reft yourfelf fatisfied ; for 
they are both of them fufficiently punilhed : 
thefe, while, like Tantalus, they neither eat nor 
drink, gaping only with dry chops after gold ; 
and thofe, while, as Phineus was ferved by the 
harpies, their, parafites eat the meat out of their 
mouths. But go ■, get you gone : you will find 
Timon much wifer than he has been. 

P L U T U S. 

Impoftible ! He will let me out of his cof- 
fers before I have refted a moment ; he is fo 

[/] This paiTage had like to have occafioned an unh.ippy 
quarrel amongd the Learned. While fome doubted whe- 
ther Ceres ever had a prieftefs ; others more ftoutly argued 
that flie had many, vindicating the honours of the Goddefe 
with a becoming acrimony. Se^ Mofes du Soul. 

terribly 
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terribly afraid of being overwhelmed with 
riches. I might juft as wifely think of filling 
the fieves of the Belides, while the water runs 
fafter out than in : fo free an egrefe is always 
open to his profufion. 

JUPITER. 

If then he does not flop up the vent, you 
will foon make yourefcape again, kindly leaving* 
him his hairy doublet and his fpade at the bot- 
tom of the veffel. However, go ; and let him' 
be rich. And remember, Mercury, as you 
come back, to call at .®tna, and bring a blacks 
fmith or two to lharpen my thunderbolt j for 
I fee I (hall want to have it in good order. 

mercury. 

Come, Plutus *, come along. Hey-day ! what 
is the matter? What, do you limp? I knew 
you were blind j but never dreamed of your 

being lame too. 

PLUTUS. 

I am never fo, except when I am fent oh an 
errand by Jupiter •, when I immediately become 

unaccountably lame. of both my feet, fo that 

it 
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it is with great difficulty I reach the end of rhy 
journey : meanwhile the poor fellow, who ex- 
pedied me, is grown an old man. But when 
I am to take my leave, I am fwifter than any 
of the feathered kind. The race is no fooner 
begun, than I am declared the winner : I take 
fuch ftrides, and rtan fo faftj the eye can fcarce- 
ly keep up with me; 

M E R C U R Y. 

I know not how to believe you now ; for 
1- could name fome hundreds of niy acquain- 
tance as rich as Croefus all on a Hidden, who 
but the other day could not have muftered a 
penny to purchafe a halter ; fine fellows, who 
to-day are pompoudy drawn by white horfes, 
and who yefterday would have given their ears 
for the conveniency of beftriding a jack-afs. 
They ftrut about with their purple and rings, 

- and, I really believe, have fome doubt whether 
they have not dreamed themfelves into all this 
wealtL 

P L U T U S* 

What you fay, Mercury, is nothing to the 
purpofe. I do not go to fuch perfons on my 
D own 
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own feet, nor am I fent to them by Jupiter^ 
but by Pluto, who is famous for beftowing 
riches, as his very name denotes. Whea 
I am to pals from one to another, they 
cram me into a vvill, and fealing me carefully 
up, carry me off in a bundle ; while the teller 
lies dead in forac dark corner of the houfe, 
tucked up in an old piece of linen, for the cats 
to fight about. Thofe, who thought themfelves 
Jure of having me. Hand in the market in ex« 
pe 61 ation as earnefl: as that of the young fwallow 
waiting th^ return of the old one. But whew 
at lad the feal is broken, and the will opened, 
and.my new Lord’s name declared^ who is conF- 
monly fome worth !efs coufin, fome mean fy- 
cophant, or proftitnte flavev immediately my 
alert gentleman, by dint of his ncwly-acquifed 
poffeffions, the reward of his pad fervices, for-’ 
gets that he ever had been Pyrrhias [/tj, or 
Dromo [^], orTibias [it] ; and, for the future,- 
is to be falutcd by the name of Megacles 
or Megabyzus [/], or Protarchus As looks 
the fidierman, when a huge fifhj after fwailow- 

[i] Ufual names of flaves. 

[/] Names of great men. 
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ing all his bait, breaks out of the net, and bids 
farewel •, fo look the difappointed expeftants 
one at another, for ever out of all chance of 
obtaining the prize. This filly fellow, an en- 
tire ftranger to all elegance of manners, running 
headlong upon a heap of money, thongh he ftill 
femembcrs the fetters, and has not for got the 
fmack of a whip, pricking up his ears as it 
paffes 5 to whom a temple and a houle of cor- 
fedbion are objedts of equal awe^-, — this fellow 
grows intolerable to' all manner of perfons; 
abufcs his betters ; arid beats his brother flaves, 
to pradlife his whip- hand. He prefently takes 
to harlots and' horfes [?«] ; falls into the hands 
of pimps and parafites, who fwcar he is one of 
the moft accomplifhed characters of the age, 
much handfomer than Nireus, of a better fa- 
mily than Cecrops or Codrus, wifer than Ulyf- 
fes, a thoufand times richer than Croe’fus : vvhen, 

[w] 'V'ery few of the Athenians had a fortune fufficientto 
keep race-horfes. A youn^ rake in Ariftophanes had run his 
fiuher in debt twelve mihas, equivalent to 38/. igs. of our 
money, for the purchafe of bis Heed, Brumoy 

I fays, that the worll thing thefe frugal Bepublicaos wirtied to 
their enemies, was, that they might keep fine horfes. Theatre 
del Grecs, t. v. p. 4814 
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in the twinkling of an eye, he fools away what 
had been fcraped together with all the pains 
and cares of perjury, fraud, and rapine. 

MERCURY. 

What you obferve is very juft. But when 
you walk on your own legs, as you are blind, 
how do you find the way ? How do you diftin- 
guifh thofe who deferve your favours, to whom 
Jupiter fends you ? 

P L U T U & 

You do not imagine that I ever find thofe I 
am fent to! 

MERCURY. 

Truly 1 believe not : or you could never have 
paired by Ariftides, to make a vifit to Hippo- 
nicus, and Callias, and many more rafcals in the 
town not worth hanging. But how do you ge- 
nerally proceed in your expeditions ' 

P L U T U S. " 

I wander up and down till fomebody happens 
to lay hold of me. Whoever is fo happy hugs 
me clofe, and offers you a thankfgiving for fuch 
unexpefted good luck. 

MERCURY. 
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MERCURY. 

Is not Jupiter then .mightily miftaken, who 
imagines that you really enrich fuch as he thinks 
deferving ? 

P L U T U S. 

He may well mifs of his aim, who, knowing 
mp to be blind, fends me to feek out a needle 
in a bottle of hay i which thofe that fee the bed 
could never find. Indeed honefty is fo very 
rare, and rafcals are fo many and fo ravenous, 
that it is no wonder they generally fecure me. 

MERCURY. 

Well, but when you forfake them, as you 
know not a foot of the way, how is it that you 
are fo very expeditious ? 

P L U T U S. 

On thefe occafions I have always the perfect 
ufe of my eyes, and feet too, 

MERCURY.. 

» % 

Anfwer me this too : I pray, fince your eyes 
are fo bad (I beg pardon for my freedom), and 
you are fo ill-looking, and fo lame how comes 

- D 3 it 
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it that you have fo many lovers, and are fa uni- 
verfelly admired ? Whoever obtains your fa- 
vours is fuperiativcly happy but to him whom 
you flight life becomes a burden. Nay, 1 my- 
felf have known fcyeral fo wretchedly infatuated 
with your charms, that, in a fit of defpair, they 
have not fcrupled to jump headlong from a rock 
into the fea. You muft yourfelf confefs, I 
think, that fuch perfons are mad. 

P L U T U S. 

Do you think they fee me as I really am, with 
all my imperfedtions about me ? 

MERCURY. 

Do they not ? or are they as blind as you ? 

P L U T U S. 

It is not blindnefs, Sir, but ignorance and ec- 
Tor, which are now fo univerfally predominant, 
that darken their underftandings. Befides, no;- 
withftanding this deformity, I can put on a 
good face-, and, when they fee me with fuch 
fine clothes, fo much gold, and lb many jewels i 
thinking it all beauty without paint, they fall 

«L 

j»ver head and ears in love, and die to obtain me : 

when^j 
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when, if any one fhould unmafl^me, and dif- 
cover me to them in my genuine nakednefs, 
no doubt, they would upbraid their own ftupid 
brains, for blindly dreaming of any thing de-’ 
Arable in me. 

MERCURY, 

But, when a man is really become rich, and 
wears himfclf the ma(k which you mention, he 
i$ not miftaken in it then. And yet, you fee, he 
would fooner part with his head than his money ; 
when it is impofllble but he mult know how 
the cafe is. 

' P L U T U S. 

Many things contribute towards maintaining 
the cheat. 

MERCURY, 

Explain, 

P L U T U S. 

When a man fjrft throws open his doors -to 
admit my vifit. Pride, Folly, Oflentation, Effemi- 
nacy, Infolence, Deceit, and twenty more of the 
iame kind, fteal (lily in along with me. When 

D 4 onct 
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. once thefe have taken poflefllon of the mind, a 
man admires what he ought to abhor, and 
greedily purfues what he ought to avoid. He 
• fo dotes on me, who introduced, and am thus 
attended by thefe my guards ; that, fooner than 
part with me, he would fuffer every extremity. 

MERCURY. 

Indeed, Plutus, you are wonderfully fmooth, 
-and flippery, and fickle, and hard to hold, 
having no handle that one can truft to : you 
flip, one know's not how, like an eel, through 
one’s fingers. But poverty on the contrary 
flicks like birdlime, eafily caught indeed : it is 
all over tenterhooks, touch and take, it holds 
-you faft. But while we are thus trifling, we 
neglcft an important affair. 

PLUTUS. 

•What is that,^ 

• MERCURY. 

We have not brought with us Thefaurus, 
who is mod wan'.ed. 

PLUTUS, 
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P L U T U S. 

Do not be concerned about that. When 1 
come up to you gentlemen above, I always leave 
him below with the doors bolted, and give him 
ftrift charge not to open till he hears my 
voice, 

MERCURY. 

Come then, let us be going to Attica. Do 
you lay hold of a lappet of my cloak, and ftick 
clofe till we get to the end of our journey, 

P L U T U S. 

You are in the right to lead me ; for, if I 
was left to myfelf, I might Humble upon Hy- 
perbolus or Cleon. But what noife is this ? It 
js like iron ftruck upon Hone. 

MERCURY. 

It is Timon, but a little way off, working with 
his fpade in the gravelly foil. Blefs me ! there 
is Poverty, and Labour, and Strength, and Wif- 
dom, and Fortitude, the whole regiment of Hun- 
ger, more refpeftable guards than thofe of 
Plutus ! 

PLUTUS. 
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P L U T U S. ' 

Let us be gone, Mcreut y, immediately : wc 
jOiall never make any thing of him, with fuch 
an army about him. 

MERCURY. 

Let us not be dilheartened : you know what 
Jupiter faid. 

poverty. 

Whither are you condufting himf you mur- 
derer of Argus [n] ? 

MERCURY. 

Wc lire difpatched by Jupiter to Timon. 

POVERTY. 

He was in a fine pickle when I undertook 
him, ruined by Luxury. But, recommending - 
him to Wifdom and Labour, I have made a man 
of him. And will Plutus go to him again ? 
am 1 fo defpicable, fo fit to be trampled on ? 
and would you deprive me of him, my foie pof- 

[«] Argus, having a hundred cyei, was ordered by Juno 
to preferve the fair Ip inviolate. It is no refleftipn on hira^ 
that he did opt fucceed, 

fellion. 
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fcfljon, whom I have fo carefully accomplilhed 
jn virtue ? would Plutus sgain give him up tq 
Jnfolence and Pride, and make him the filly 
fop he was before ? And, when every thing va'^ 
_ iuable is gone, will he then again give hio;|^ 
to me ? 

MERCURY. 

Jupiter wi}l have it fp. ^ 

POVERTY. 

I go then. Come along, Labour, and Wif- 
dom, and all my companions. Timon lhaU 
foon have reafon to remember how good a 
friend I have been to him, who muft now leave 
him ; how well I have afiifted him, and in what 
interefting Iludies I have engaged him. As 
long as he was connefted with me, his body 
■■ .was healthy, and his mind vigorous*, he led 
the life of a man, and minded the things that 
concerned him ; nor did he ever lay claim to 
the fuperfluities which did not belong. to him. 


MERCURY.. 


They are marching off: 
him. 


let us go up to 
TIMON. 
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T I M O N. 

What villains are you ? what bufinefs have 
you here, to difturb a poor labouring man ? 
But I will make you repent it, abominable 
fcoundreis as you are-, unlefs you like to be 
well pelted with clods and ftoncs. 

MERCURY. 

Do not, pray .do not ! We are not men, 
Timon : I am Mercury, and this gentleman is 
Plutus. Jupiter has fent us to you, in con- 
fequence of your prayers. So give over youp 
work, take plenty of money, and much good 
may it do you ! 

T I IVI O N. 

Be gods with all my heart ! that fliall not 
fave your bacon. I hate you all alike. And 
as for this blinking rafcal here, let him be who 
he will, he fliall have my fpade in his guts, 
depend upon it. - 

PLUTUS. 

Let us go pr’ythee, ' Mercury : this fellow is 
as mad as a march hare, and will certainly do 
me a mifchief. 

MERCURY. 
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MERCURY. 

Be not fo boorifh, Timon. Lay afide thy 
rufticity,-and welcome thy good fortune. Once 
again be rich, be the great man of Athens, be 
alone happy, and defpife the ungrateful. 

T I M O N. 

I alk you no favour ; only do not be trouble- 
fome. My fpade is my eftate ; and I a.m very 
happy, provided nobody comes near me. 

M £ R C U R Y. 

How unaccountable ! 

“ And I muft bear thefe big refolves to JoVe [w j !’* 
You might be expedled indeed not to be over- 
fond of mankind, you have not been over- well 
ufed by them : but to hate the gods, who take 
fuch care of you, is unpardonable. 

TIMON. 

Believe me. Mercury, I take very kindly this 
favour that Jupiter and you intended me. Bat 
as for-Pluttis, I am determined to have nothing 
more to do with him. ■ 

[«] Horn. II. XV. vcr. 20a. 

MERCURY. 
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MERCURY: 

But why, Timori ? 

t I M O N. 

Why ! bccaufe he has done me tinfpeakable 
mifchicf, betraying me t6 flatterers^ and ex- 
pofing me to fuch as would have cut my throat; 
making me odious and abhorred, deflroying 
my health and morals with debauchery, and 
pointing me out as a mark for envy. Laft of 
all, having had his ends of me, he treacheroufly 
kft me in the lurch. Poverty, on the con- 
trary, by accuftoming me to manly exercifes^ 
to honefly and truth, has fupplied me with all 
I wanted, and taught me, contentedly labour- 
ing for my bread, to laugh at all the world 
thinks valuable. Poverty taught me, that my 
happinefs was to be found within my oWn breaft,; 
that there only I might enjoy the riches, which 
neither the artifice of flattery, the threats of 
f^fliood, the rage of the populace, the tumult 
of elections, nor the plots of tyranny, could ever 
rob me of. Being therefore made ftrong by 
labour, 1 diligently cultivate this litde fpot; 
and, while I behold not the iniquities of the 

city. 
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city, my fpade amply fupplies every wilh of my 
heart. So, Mercury, I would have you- go 
back, and take your companion with you. I 
fhall be perfeftly fatisfied, if Jupiter will but 
furnilh every moment of every naan’s life witK 
fufiicient caufe *of lamentation. 

MERCURY. 

But why fo ? it is not proper that all men^ 
fliould ■ lament. — But have done with this pet- 
tifh childifla talk, and give a welcome to Plutus. 
The gifts of Jupiter are not to be treated thus. 

PLUTUS. 

Will you only hear, Timon, what I have to 
lay for myfelf? or will you take it ill, if I 
^eak ? 

T I M Q N. 

To oblige this gentleman, I will hear what 
you can fay. But none of your tedious non- 
fenfical circumlocutions, pr’ythee now ! I like 
not your provoking fpeech- makers, not I ! 

• PLUTUS. 

i might have expedled your pcrmiffion to fay 
at good deal on fo copious a fubjcdt •, for you 

have 
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have not been fparing of accufations. But 

I f 

weigh the matter fairly, and then fee if ever I 
did you harm. It is true, I was the means o£ 
all your pleafure, of all your honours. It was 
I that wove your garlands, and was the minifter 
of joy. By my means it was, that all eyes were 
fixed on you, all talked of you, all coveted your 
company. If your flatterers injured you, am I 
to be blamed for that ? I have much more rca- 
fon to blame you, for throwing me fo fhame- 
fully away upon fuch unfufferabic rafcals, who 
bewitched you with their praifes, and pradlifed 
every fneaking art to obtain me. Your ac- 
cufation of treachery in deferring you, may very 
fairly be retorted on yourfelf, who kicked me 
neck and heels out of your houfe. When be- 
hold! inftead of the fine cloak you had been 
ufed to, your beloved Poverty arrayed you in 
her hairy doublet I Mercury is my witnefs, how 
I begged and prayed of Jupiter not to fend me 
to you. For I knew what I had to expcdl. 

MERCURY. 

But obferve ! Plutus, he is now quite another 
thing. Do not be backward. Do you, Timon* 
. * dig 
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dig ©n. And do you, Plutus, convey Thefau- 
rus under the fpade. He will attend to your 
call. 

TIMOR 

Well, if I muft be rich again, I muft. There 
is no contending againft the Gods. But alas ! 
alas ! into what trouble and vexation are you 
plunging a poor fellow, who was very happy, 
and did nothing in the world to deferve being 
tormented all at once with fo much money ! 

MERCURY. 

1 beg you will bear with this heavy grievance,' 
as well as you can i that your former flatterers 
may burft with envy. I ftiall fly back over 
.^tna to Heaven. 

PLUTUS. 

He flutters his wings, and is gone. Do you 
ftay here, till I go and fend Thefaurus. But 
ftrike harder. I charge you, Thefaurus, to be 
at his bidding, and put yourfelf in the way of 
his fpade. Dig deeper, Timon. I leave you. 

TIMOR 

Come then, my trufty fpade, let me fee what 
thou canft do towards di^ng up Thefaurus 
£ jiUo 
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into day-light ! O Jupiter, the miracle-monger ! 
O Mercury, the gold-finder ! and the friendly 
Corybantes ! whence in the name of wonder 
comes all this money ? I am afraid 1 am dream- 
ing ; and that, when I wake, it will prove to 
be coals. It is real coin, in good troth ! fine, 
blufhing, weighty metal, doing one’s eyes good 
to behold it ! [»] O gold ! how defirablc art 
thou to mortals [®J ! Thou Ihinefl; brighter than 
a warm fire, and fliineft night and day ! Come, 
my precious, my deareft, come ! Now I believe 
that Jupiter transformed himfelf to gold ! What 
fair virgin would not with open arms receive 
fo brifl-; a lover jumping through the tiles ? 
Midas and Croefus, what are you to Timon ? All 
the wealth of Delphi a mere nothing in com- 
parifon of mine ! nor is any eaftern king of them 
all a match for me ! My dear fpade, my be- 
loved jacket, you may now keep holiday : I will 
hang you up as an offering to Pan \_p\. As for 
myfelf, when I have purchafed me a piece of 
ground in a remote corner, and built me a caftle 

[//] Cl Eurlpidcs. 

[(>] OTtij all 

I’imlsr. Hymn. 01. i. 

[/■] UnJ.er wliofe pro’tv'llon he had lately been. 

^ upoa 
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Upon' it, to guard .my money and'.myfcJf alone, 
there will I live, and there will I be buried i 
For the remainder of my life, khow all men by 
thefe prefents, that I am refolved 'to fly from, 
forget, and defpife them all ! Tell me' of friend- 
Ihip, or hofpitality, or fociety, or pty I it is all 
a jeft ! to compalfionate the afflided, -to fuccour 
the dfflrefled, is a heinous tranfgrelTion, the bane 
of morality ! Happy wolves [y], who live alone ! 
Timon is refolved, like you, to think- himfelf his 
only friend, hating and detefting all others, as 
fo many implacable enemies, or infidious aflaf- 
fins. Accordingly to converfe with any 'one of 
them, I will think an abomination *, nay, Ihould 
I look at any one, accurfed be the day ! In all 
refpefts they lhall be no more to me than fo 
many flocks or flones ; I will neither receive any 
meflage from, nor make any bargain with, them. 
Solitude fliall be the guardian of my peace! 
Relations, companions, country'men, and all the 
reft, infipid nonfenfe ! the afiedtation of fools ! 

Let Timon alone be rich, delpifing all others ! 

[j] ftaila. Thefe two words tempted Tiberius 

Hempfterhufiusto be witty. Tiberius declares, though a very 
grave man, that wolves are a fpecies of monks. 

E 2 let . 
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let Timon revel by himfclf, not peftercd with 
flattery, not l(»ded with praife ! let him facrificc, 
kt him feaft alone ; and« fliaking off all others, 
be neighbour and guefl to himfelf ! On every oc- 
calion, let him love, and affociate with, only him- 
felf; and, if he mud; die^ let him put on his gar- 
land [r] himfelf! May he ever cheriih that moft 
precious name, Timon the Man-hater! may 
morofcnefs, ill-nature, pride, perverfcnefs, in- 
humanity, fullennefs, fupercilioufnefs, and ill- 
breeding, charafterize my favourite manners I If 
I lhall happen to fee a man burning in the fire, 
and begging one, for heaven’s fake, to relieve 
him, I will quench it by pouring in pitch and 
oil. If a poor fellow has been overtaken by a 
torrent, and holds out a hand for me to fave 
him, I (hall be fure to pulh him in over head 
and ears. In this manner am I refolved to be 
even with mankind. This is the law of Timon, 
the fon of Echechratides, the Colyttean, pro- 
pofed, carried, and confirmed by himfelf ; and 
which he himfelf will ever maintain 1 I would 

[r] Thofe, who had rim the race of life, were crowned 
as conqueror!. The culfom iHll prevails. See Lettres fur 
la GrecC; par Monfieur Guy?. 

give 
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give a good deal, that all the world knew how 
rjch I ^ : I am fure they could not fail to 
hang themtelves. But heyday! what is the 
matter here ? fwarms of dufty fellows on all 
fides of me puffing and blowing — J fancy they 
fmell the gold. I have a good mind to get up 
upon this bank, that I may pelt them the bet> 
ter with ftones — No— I will break my law for 
once — I will do rayfelf the pleafure of fpcak- 
ing to them, that my contempt of them may 
cut their very fouls. That, 1 think, will be beft. 
So I will ftay here to receive them. So ! who 
is this that comes firft ? Gnathonides the para- 
fite — He lately offered me a halter, civil gentle- 
man ! when I begged fpmething of him to buy 
a fupper, The rafeal ere now has fwilled many 
a hoglhead of my wine. However, I am ^ad 
to fee him the very firft man : fie lhall hang 
his lip prefently, I warrant him, 

GNATHONIDES, 
f faid thp Gods could never long negleft fo 
worthy a gentleman! the handfome, good-na- 
tured, generous, jovial Timon ! Sir, I am your 
ipoft obedient fervant. 

E 3 TIMON, 
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; 

T I M O N. 

What? the moft rapacious of alt vultures! 
the greateft villain upon earth ! Sir, your’s 1 

GNATHONIDES. 

Still the fame, I fee — witty, fond of a joke — 

But where lhall we be jolly together ? I have 

juft got one of the rareft catches you ever heard ; 

‘ ✓ 

I will fing it to you. 

T I M O N, 

With thisi fpade I will teach you the fineft 
elegy in the world, fo pathetick, fo — 

GNATHONIDES. 

What now ? Surely you do pot ftrike me ? 
O dear! O dear! O dear ! — he has wounded 
me fadly. Bear witnefs — you lhall appear at 
Areopagus [r] for this. 

T I M O N. 

Stay one moment longer, and you may lay 
your indidment for murder. For as fure as- — 

[x] A court of jufHc^ at Athens. 

GNATHQ-. 
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GNATHONIDES. 

No, no — But pray now apply a little gold to 
the wound : I have heard it is the beft thing in 
the world for flopping of blood. 

T I M O N. 

Are you not gone ? 

GNATHONIDES. 

I am going. Plague take you ! what an al- 
teration here is indeed ! 

T I M O N. 

But what bald-pated fellow is this that comes 
now ? Philiades, the moft execrable of all hypo- 
crites ! This honed man had a whole farm of 
me, befides[r] two talents for his daughter's 
portion, for praifing my fihging. When nobody 
elfe had the afTurance to fay a word, he fwore my 
note was fweeter than that of a dying fwan. 
But, when I was lately taken ill, and thought he 
could not do lefs than afford me every kind of- 
fice, behold ! my gentleman hit me a flap in the 
face, for prefuming to expeft it. 

[0 317/- ' 3 '* 

, V E 4 PHILIA- 
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P H I L I A D E S. 

What impudence ! Now, I fuppolle, you know 
Timon ! Gnathonides now forfooth vouchfafes 
a vifit ! he is rightly ferved, and no otherwife 
than fuch a fellow deferves. It is for us, who 
have been his old friends and companions, to 
pretend to fpeak to Timon j and not for fuch 
upftarts as he is. And yet I would not intrude 
peither. My worthy Sir, I hope I fee you well. 
You obferve-thefe faithlefs parafites, true ravens, 
never prefent but when there is picking ! there 
is no putting truft in man, as the world goes now- 
a-days. Vice and ingratitude rule the roaft! As 
I was coming along, bringing a talent, for your 
honour’s neceflary occalions, I was agreeably fur- 
prized with the news of your fudden and vaft 
riches. However, as I was almoft here, I took 
the liberty of coming on, juft to hint to your 
honour what you have to truft to amongft men. 
Not that a gentleman of your underftanding 
needs to be told any thing, who might very 
well have been privy counfcllor to Neftor him- 
fclf. 

TIMON- 


Digitized by Google 


T I M O N. 


57 


T I M O N; 

To be furc. Sir ! But approach a little nearer, 
Philiades. Let me juft falute you with my ipade, 
for the fake of old acquaintance. 

PHILIADES. 

The ungrateful monfter has fradured my 
flcull, I really believe ; purely fpr offering my 
friendly advice. 


T I M O N. 

The third man that comes is Deraeas the 
orator, a precious fcoundrel ! Hp has a decree 
in his hand, and pretends to be my relation, forr 
footh. This fellow had been fined fixteen ta* 
lents, and was in jail for the debt, which, out of 
compaffion, I paid for him, and fet him at Ur 
berty. Afterwards, when he happened to have 
the diftribution of the money [«] for the tribe 

[a] Two or. three oboli ufed to be given to eveiy Athenian, 
to encourage his attendance on publick occafions. Pericles is 
^id to have been the iirll author of this infiitution, ftK which 
be was greatly cenfured by his wife and virtuous countrymen, 
whoforefawthe effects itwould have. JofephusthcHiftorian, 
without intending any compliment, aferibes the inventioo of 
money to Cain. 
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of Erechtheis, I came to him, and begged of 
him to give me what fell to my Ihare. But 
truly he was in doubt of my being a citizen. 

D E M E A S. 

Hail ! Timon, ornament cf thy race, pillar 
of Athens, bulwark of Greece ! the people in 
full convocation, and [w] both the courts await 
your orders ! But, in the firft place, be pleafed 
to hear the bill, which I have got pafTed in your 
favour: “ Whereas Timon, the fon of Eche- 
chratides of Colyttus, not only remarkable 
“ for his virtue and honour, but a man of fuch 
“ exalted wifdom, as is not to be paralleled in 
Greece, has never ceafed through his whole 
life to confer extraordinary favours on the 
“ commonwealth, hath come off vidorious in 
boxing, wreftling, and running at the Olym- 
“ pick games, all in one day ; befides the 
** Chariot race—” 


T I M O N. 

Why, man, I never faw the Olympick games 
in my life. 


[tv] The Senate of the five hundred, and the Court of 
Areopagus. See Potter’s Antuiuliics. 

DEMEAS, 
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D E M E A S. 

V 

Pfhaw ! what figniBes that ? you will fee 
them fome time or other. 1 muft go by the 
fofm — “ performed wonderful feats of prowefe 
** lad year at Acharnse, and cut to pieces two , 
divifions of the Peloponnefians — ” 

T I M O N. 

How ? I never bore arms in my life ! I never 
ferved upon any expedition in my born days ! 

D E M E A S. 

Merit is always modcft. But ill it would be- 
come us to forget yours. — In pafling laws, 
in councils, and in the field, hath rendered 
** fignal fervice to the city : for thefe and fun- 
“ dry other caufes them thereunto moving, it 
“ hath feemed good to the Senate and people, 

“ to the publick in general, and every indi- 
vidual in particular, to eredl a golden ftatuc 
of Timon in the citadel, as near as may be 
“ to Minerva, gralping a thunderbolt in his 
“ right-hand, and having his head furrounded 
with rays ; that he be crowned with feven 
M golden crowns, as is to be proclaimed this 

“ feaft 
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fcaft of Bacchus (for on Timon’s account it 
“is .kept this day). This decree .was pro- 
“ nounced by Demeas the orator, the near re- 
“ lation and difciple of Timon, of Timon who 
“ excels in oratory, as in every thing clfe which 
“ he is pleafed to undertake.” Such is the 
decree. I could have wifhed for the honour 
of introducing my fon to you, whom I have pre- 
ftimed to call by your name. 

TIMON. 

This is abfolutely the firft time that I h^vc 
heard of your being married. 

DEMEAS. 

I hope to be married the next year, which 
will be juft as well. And, as foon as Provi- 
dence (hall have crowned my conjugal endear- 
ments with a male child, I will certainly name 
. him Timon. 


T I M O N. 

% 

There ! take that ! Now what do you think 
of marrying ? 


DEMEAS. 
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D E M E A S. 

What now ? Oh dear ! oh ! do you fet up 
for a tyrant? dares fuch a fellow as you, an 
alien, prefume to ftrike a gentleman t But you 
lhall be brought before your betters, for fetting 
the citadel on fire, and for many other crimes, 
which you have committed. 


T I M O N. . 

But the citadel has not betti fet on fire : there 
you lie. • 


D E M E A S. 

But you have enriched yourfclf by breaking 
into the treafury. 

TIMOR 

But it has not been broken into ; there again 
you lie. 

D E M E A S. , ; ' 

It will be by and by. Though indeed you 
have all the riches of it already. 


TIMOR 
Take another blow then I 


DEMEAS. 
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p E M E A S. 

Oh my back ! my back ! 

, T i M O N. 

Co^, make no noife, .unlefs you want another 
of the - fame fort. It would^ be a gr^at .ftiame 
truly, if I, who, unarmed^ cut in. pieces two di; 
vifions of the Lacedaamonians, could not break 
the bones of one poor rafcal. I Ihould be very 
little the better min, at that rate for my boxing, 
and wreftling, for my vidlories at the Olympick 
games?— But what now? who comes here? 
Thrafycles the Philofopher ? The very man! 
Here he comes, hanging his enormous beard, 
briftling up his eye-brows, muttering fome 
mighty matter to' himfelf, looking as gruff as 
you pleafe, with his hair Handing up, in fhort 
another Boreas, fuch as you fee puffing and 
fwclling his cheeks on the northern edge of an 
old map. This man, whofe drefs and de- 
meanour are fo decent and modeft,-who is fo 
grave and fo wife, in a morning will run you 
over twenty fine Ipeeches, in praife of Piety, 
and Virtue, and Moderation ; moft devoutly 
cenfuringall thofe who tread the flippery paths 

. of 
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of Pleafure. But when he comes from the 
bath to a good fupper, and the fervant has fup- 
plied him with a plentiful cup of good wine, 
which he hates to adulterate with water; the 
delicious Lethe quickly makes him forget the 
fober documents of the morning, and Thrafycles 
can be as jovial as the beft of them. Voracious 
as a kite, his bufy arms defend the dilh, while, 
bending over it, his beard ftrcaming with 
gravy, he gulps like a half-ftarved hound, ex- 
peaingno doubt to fwallow his celebrated Vir- 
tue in the laft remaining mouthful of fome re- 
lifliing bit. And, though that induftrious 
finger of his permits no favoury fediment to 
lurk in the dilh, yet is he perpetually grumbling, 
as if he had reafon to complain of his lhare ; 
though he has fecured all the paftry[;r], with the 
entire boar[;rj. After fo much cramming, he 
gets drunk, dances, fings, fwears, and quarrels. 
Meanwhile every bumper is prefaced with a 
panegyrick on temperance and fobriety, ftam- 
mered out as well as drunken philofophy will 
allow. -Next begins the operation of his emc- 

[.»•] The Guelh were accuflomed to carry home with 
them the remains of' a fcaft. ' 


ticks. 
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ticks, laft of all they carry him off, cUhging 
with both his hands to a wench. When this 
man is fobcr, I defy any one to go beyond him, 
in lying, impudence, or avarice. He can 
tickle your vanity fo rarely, forfwear himfelf fo 
readily, and impofe upon you with fo grave a 
face, as is not any where to be equalled. In 
fhort, he is a finilhed piece, nicely touched 
off, and pcrfedly fine. Yet perhaps the good 
creature can howl a little — What, Thrafycles! 

1 have impatiently expetSbed this favour. 

THRASYCLES. 

I do not come, good Sir, believe me, for the 
fame reafon that others do, who, knowing you 
to be an honeft open-hearted unfufpeding man, 
expeft, by dint of a flattering fpeech, to get 
from you your money or your fupper. Timon 
needs not be told how little I efteem what is 
called good living. The fimpleft of all foods, 
a little creflTes, a little thyme, contents me : ex- ' ' 

cept when I have a mind to regale ; for then 
I add a little fait. My drink comes from the 
clear fountain. And this old cloak is more to 
my fatisfadlon than the fineft purple. As for 

gold. 
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gold, I value it no more than the meaneft peb- 
ble. Far be it from me to cfteem fuch tranC- 
tory vanities ! It was on your account, it was 
for your advantage, that 1 came hither, hearing 
of your dangerous fituation in the midft of 
moft treacherous, mofl; deftrudtive riches, the 
caufe of unfpeakable mifchicf. If you take 
my advice, you will throw all your money into 
the lea i for, fure I am, a good man, who 
knows the value of philofophy, can have no 
occafion for any other wealth. Or, fuppofe you 
juft ftep gently in up to the middle, and drop 
your bags quietly into the Ihallow water, while 
there is nobody to fee you befides me your 
friend. Of, if you do not fo well approve of 
that, you may tofs your money out of the houfe 
in parcels, and in fums proportioned to the 
refpedive occafions of all in want. I would 
not have you referve a fingle obolus to yourfelf. 
But doubtlefs, while you thus diftribute it, if 
a philofopher ftiould come in the way, he would 
have a double or treble lhare, as it is moft 

fitting. Not that I Heaven forbid that I 

fhould defire any ! Though, to be fure, if I had 
a little, I could do good with it amcngft my 
F friends. 
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friends. This wallet of mine does not hold 
quite two JEgim bulhels [_y]. If you would be 
fo good as juft to fill it for me, I ftiould be 
fetisfied. For a philofopher ought to be con- 
tented with a little, and not extend his defires 
beyond his wallet. 

T I M O N. 

You are moft undoubtedly in the right: I 
cannot but commend what you fay, friend Thra- 
fyclcs. So, if you pleafe, before I fill your 
wallet, I will juft take meafure of your head 
with my fpade, that I may match it with many 
a hearty bang. 

THRASYCLES. 

Here is fine work ! what will this world come 
to ? Where are your laws and your liberty, if 
an honeft man is to be thus beaten by a vile 
ruffian ? 

T I M O N. 

My good Thrafycles, do not be angry ; I 
fcom to cheat you. Rather than you fhould 

[>] The medlmnus or bufhel of Athens contained 
4 pecks 6 pints 3,50 1 folid inches. That of TEgina was 
mudi larger. 

complain. 
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complain, I will give you over-meafure. — Hea- 
ven and Earth ! what a rabble is here ! Blepfias, 
and Laches, and Gniphon, and a whole army, 
who fliall every man of them repent of his vi- 
fit. But my poor fpade muft have a little reft: 
it> has had hard duty. I will even get up upon 
this rock, and ply the dogs with a Ihower of 
ftones. 


B L E P S I A S. 

Forbear! forbear! we are all going. 

TIMOR 

Not without lofing a little blOod [2], I 
believe. 

[z] The vi£lorious Tiraon infinuates his claim to a 
triumph, which was not granted for what the Greeks called 
ataifttJli >m»f, i/icrucnia vifl.iria, a vidfory obtained without 
bload. 
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c’ H A R O N: 

O R, 

THE OBSERVERS. * . 

« 

M E R C U R Y and C H A R O N. 
MERCURY. 

W HY fo merry, Charon? Pray whatsis 
the meaning of thus leaving your veflel 
and. coming up hither? You did not ufe to 
mind matters above ground. 

CHARON. 

I longed to fee how affairs go on in this 
world, what men are doing in it, and what it 
is that they fo lament “the lofs "of, when they 
come down to us. For not a foul of them 
ever fteps into my boat without tears. I there- ^ 

E 4 fore' 
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fore afl<ed leave of Pluto to quit my employ- 
ment, and, like the young Theffalian [a], fpend 
one day above ground. And I think I have 
been very lucky to meet with you, who are fo 
well acquainted here ; and who, I am fure, as I 
am a ftranger, will go about with me, and ftiew 
me every thing. 

NI E R C U R Y. 

I have not time, Mr. Ferryman. I am going 
about fome bufiners relating to mortals, which 
the fupreine Jupiter has fec*me upon. You 
know very well how little a matter makes him 
angry. If he fhould catch me loitering away 
iny time, he may take it into his head to con- 
fine me conftantly amongft you in darknefs. 
Or, he may poflibly ferve me as he did [b'] Vul- 
can not long ago, take me by a fpot, and tofs 
me out of Heaven j that the poor Blackfmith 
may not be the only limping waiter for the Gods 
to laugh at. 

C H A R O N, 

And can you leave your old comrade, com- 
panion, and flip-mate, to fhift for hiinfclf in a 

[j] Protefilaus. 

[i] Horn. II. i. ver. 590. 

ftrange 
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ftrange place ? would you fufFer me to wander 
about at random by myfelf upon earth, where 1 
know nobody ? Pray remember, O fan of Maia, 
that I never once deflred you to ftrike a ftroke 
at either the pump or the oar. With thofe 
broad fhoulders of yours, you lie ftretched at 
your length, fnoring on the deck: except when 
you can find fome talkative ghofl:, to goflip 
with all the way. Old as I am, I am obliged 
to manage the two oars myfelf, without any 
afliftance from you. But, for your father’s 
fake, my dear little Mercury, do not leave me 
fo ! Shew me what is to be feen in human life ; ' 
that, W'hen I go back, I may have fomething 
to fay. If you leave me, I fhall be never the 
better for coming. As a blind man flaggers in 
the dark, fo Iball I blunder in the light. Do, 
my dear Cyllenius, go with me ; I will remem- 
ber your kindnefs as long as I live. 

MERCURY. 

I fhall be well beaten, I fee plainly, on this 
(occafion : my complaifance in accompanying 
you will be rewarded with a good drubbing. 
But what can one do ? There is no holding out 

againft 
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againft the importunities of a friend. But as 
to your feeing every thing particularly, that, 
my good Sir, is imprafticable. For it would 
require your living here many years. The con- 
Icquence of which would be, I ftiould be ad- 
vertifed by Jupiter, as a deferter; and you, by 
negledling your works of death, and conveying 
no ghofts for fo long a time, would grievouQy 
injure the empire of Pluto. i9:acus too the 
Toll-gatherer would be plaguily vexed at not 
earning a lingle obolus. Our bufinefs there- 
fore is, to confult on the bed method for you 
to obtain a general view of the principal things. 

CHARON. 

You are the bed judge how to proceed : I 
can fay nothing to it, being an entire dranger. 

MERCURY. 

; We mud get upon fome* eminence, from 
whence you may have a profped all round you. 
1 wifli you could get up into Heaven : then I 
fhou'ld be eafy. For that would be high 
enough in all confcience to fee any thing from. 
But fince you, the condant affociate of murky 

ghods. 
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ghofts, muft not fet a foot on the threfliold of 
Jove, we muft look out for a hill high enough 
for our purpofe. 

CHARON. 

You know in what manner I am ufed to talk . 
to you in our voyage over the Styx. When 
the wind is contrary, and the waves run high, 
you, who know nothing at all of the matter, 
are for having me to furl my fail, or let go the 
bowline, or run right before the wind ; but I 
always tell you, yeur only bufinefs is to fit ftill, 
for I know beft what is to be done. Do you 
aft, now you are pilot, in the fame manner : 

1, as it becomes a paffenger, will fit quiet and 
obey. 

M E R C U PL Y. 

f 

You are right. I know very well what is 
to be, done, afid will look out a proper place. 
Let me fee — what do you think of Caucafus ? 
or Parnaffus ftill higher? or Olympus higher 
than both ? Stay — while I am ftaring at Olym- 
. pus, a thought is come into my head— but I 
■(hall want your help. 

.. : ' CHARON. 
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CHARON. 

Only fay the word : I will do my very belt, 
MERCURY. 

Homer the poet tells us, that the[r3 two 
fons of Aloeus, when they were but lads, took 
it into their heads, that, by tearing Ofla up by 
the roots, and piling it upon Olympus, with 
Pelion between, th^ might furnifh out a very 
convenient ladder, to climb up to Heaven by. 
The young rafcals were defervedly punilhed for 
their impudence. But I fee no manner of rea- 
fon why we two may not follow their manner 
of building, and roll mountains upon moun- 
tains i fince we have no ill defigns againft the 
gods, and only intend mending our profpedt. 

CHARON. 

You do not fuppofe that we two have 
ftrength to lift up Pelion or Ofla ! 

4 

MERCURY. 

No ! what, do you think that we two gods 
cannot match a couple of fnivelling infants ? 

[f] Horn. Odyf. ii. ver. jii. 

CHARON.. 
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CHARON. 

Yes j but it is a difficult talk, let me tell ydu. 

MERCURY. 

You are an illiterate fellow, Charon, not cod- 
verfant in poetry. The good man Homer hits 
the knack of compounding mountains fo rea- 
dily, that, at the expence of only two lines, he 
makes you a high road to heaven. But 1 won- 
der you ffiould think this any thing extraor- 
dinary, when you cannot but know how Atlas 
bears up the world, which bears up you and 
me and all of us. Did you never hear, that my 
brother Hercules gave him a little refpite, put- 
ting his own back under the burden ? 

CHARON. 

I have heard fuch ftories undoubtedly : but 
how true they are, you and the poets may look 
to that. 

MERCURY. 

True ! they are moft certainly true. What, 
do you think, ffiould make fuch wife men lie ? 
So let us fairly fall to work, and weigh up Ofla 

firft. 
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firft, as our Architcd’s poem prefcribes. Then 
Pelion all [d\ trembling with tears will we fet * . 
upon Ofla. Only mind how eafily and poe- 
tically we have done the bufinefs ! I will get 
up, and fee if it be high enough, or whether 
we muft lay on more. Alas ! we have hardly 
got to the fleirts of Heaven ! One can but juft 
difeern Ionia and Lydia bn the Eaft, and Italy 
and Sicily on the weft. On the north one may 
juft make out the parts about the Ifler, and 
that way is a dim appearance of Crete. We 
muft go to work again, Mr. P'erryman, and 
hoift up Oeta too, and then fet Parnaflus on the 
V top of all. 

CHARON. 

Yes, but let us take care of making our 
work too flight ; left, if we do, we fliould break 
our necks from our Homcrical edifice. 

MERCURY. 

Never fear : all will be fafe enough. Firft 
remove Oeta ; and then let us have Parnaflus. 
Now I will make a fecond experiment. O rare I 
I can fee every thing. Come, come, get up. 

[(/I 

CHARON. 
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CHARON. 

Pr’ythee, Mercury, lend me a hand : it is not 
fo very eafy to get up fuch a height. 

MERCURY. 

You want to fee every thing, Charon : there 
is no fuch thing as gratifying your curiofity 
without fome rifque of a fail. But lay hold of 
my hand, and mind where you fet your foot. 
Well done ! now you are up. . Parnaflus, you 
fee, has two tops j fo let each of us take one 
for a feat. Now look all round you, and ob- 
fcrve. 

CHARON. 

I fee much land, with a vaft lake furround- 
ing it. I fee alfo mountains, and rivers larger 
than Cocytus and Periphlegethon. Then there 
are little things of men too, and their caves. 

MERCURY^. 

Caves ! thofe caves, as you call them, arc 
cities. 

CHARON. 

Do you know. Mercury, that v.e have been 
yet doing nothing at all ? We might as well 
5 have 
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have left Parnaflus at reft with its fountain, an J 
never difturbcd Oeta and thefe other huge hills. 

MERCURY. 

Why fo ? 

CHARON. 

There is no perceiving any thing ^ith ex- 
aftnefs from fuch a height. I did not only want 
to fee mountains and cities, as one fees them in 
a map ; but to fee the men, to hear what they 
fay, and fee what they do. Juft as when we 
two met, you found me laughing, and afked 
me the rcafon ; I had juft heard fomething, 
which delighted me extremely. 

MERCURY. 

What was it ? 

CHARON. 

A man had promifed his friend to fup with 
him the next 'day; and before the words were 
well out of his mouth, a tile (Heaven knows 
who threw it) fell from the houfe-top, and be^t 
his brains out. I laughed at his not keeping, 
his word.— But there is no feeing or hearing 
any thing well here : I (hall go down. 

MERCURY. 
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MERCURY. 

Be quiet : I will remedy the inconvenience yoti 
complain of, and cure yeur Ihortfightednefs in 
an inftant, by the application of only a ferap 
of Homer. But remember to make a proper 
ufc of the charm : you muft blunder no more. 

CHARON. 

Well, what is it ? 

MERCURY. 

[?] The cloud, which veil’d thy eyes, I took away, 
That gods and men might feem in open day^ 

CHARON. 

Humph ! 

MERCURY. t 

Now can you fee ? 

CHARON. 

See ! Lynceus Q/J himfelf never faw half fo 
clearly ! Now, I hope, you will give me in- 
formation in anfwcr to my enquiries. Simple 

[#] Horn. II. V. ver. 127. 

Who could fee dilHmSlly 130 miles, or thereabouts. 

G »3l 
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as I fit here, I alfo know fomething of Homer : 
will you let me afk queftions from him ? 

* 

MERCURY. 

\ 

How fliould an old Ferrynaan, who is con* 
tinually tugging his oars, know any thing of 
Homer ? 

CHARON. 

Do not upbraid me with rny profellion. I 
carried him over, after he died, and ftill reirjem- 
ber fomething of the many fongs, which he fa- 
voured us with. You muft know we had an 
exceeding bad pafiage. For Homer having be- 
gun a ditty inaufpicious to the paffengcre* 
about Neptune’s collecting the clouds, and rai- 
fing a commotion in the waves, by ftriking his 
trident into the fea, like a ladle into^a porridge- 
pot i how he raifed all the, ftorms, and tumbled 
about the waters— while he ^was thus coofpund- 
ing the fea with his verfes, on a fudden, fuch 
a te'rapefi, with fo black a cloud, fell upon us, 
that it was a hundred to one our veflel was not 
turned topfy-turvy. Homer himfelf was lea- 
I ' ; fick. 
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ifick, and [/j vomited up a great deal' of his 

j)oem, with Scylla, Ch'arybdis, arid Cyclops.' 

MERCURY. 

• It w/ii no hard matter then for you to pick 

bp a little fhim fo. copious a difeharge. 

► • 

CHARON. 

But tell me,' 

[i] What mighty fellow’s that, fo big, fo tall,' 

By head arid Ihouldcrs overtopping all ? 

M E'r C U R Y. 

That is Milo, the wreftler of Croton, famous 
amorigft the Greeks,' for carrying Vbull oh his 
back over the Olymplck race-ground. 

C H A R O N. 

I think I am a much greater man; who miift 
foon take up Milo himfelf, and put him aboard 

[^] It was the pride of ancient bards to fee themfelves 
reprefented in the fame picture' with Homer ; in which they 
were employed in fwallowing greedily and thankfully what- 
ever evacuation their father ' vouchfafed to make. TaXoI*, 

» T0» /in 'OftDji. avlot nv( Si 

wtuflaj T» i^rifu^nim afvofutovf, ;Eli.in. V. H, xiii, 23. 

[i] Horn. IL iii. ver. 226. 
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of my little boat. Death, that invincible 
champion, will give him a fail in a way un- 
known to him i after which he will lament not 
a little, when he thinks of his former honours. 
At prefent my gentleman is proud enough of 
being fo much admired for carrying the bull. 
I wonder whether he has any notion of dying. 

MERCURY. 

Would you have him think of dying, in the 
very prime of life ? 

CHARON. 

Let him alone. It will not be long before 
he will aSbrd us excellent fport, in his palTage 
over the Styx. He, who can now carry a bull, 
will not then have ftrength to lift a gnat. — 
But who is that other grave venerable gentle- 
man ? He is no Greek, by his drefs. 

^ MERCURY. 

That man, Charon, is Cyrus, the fon of 
Cambyfes, who transferred the empire of the 
Medes to the Perfians. Since that he has over- 
come the Aflyrians, and fubdued Babylon. He 
IS now preparing an expedition into Lydia; 

that. 
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that, having conquered Crcelus, he may be king 
over all. 

CHARON. 

And where is that Croefus 2 

. , " MERCURY. 

. Look that way to that great caftle, fortified 
by a triple wall ; that is Sardis. Do not you 
fee Croefus there, fitting on a golden throne, 
conferring with Solon the Athenian ? lhall we 
lilten to what they fay ? 

CHARON. 

By all means. „ . 

■■ i 

C R CE S U S. 

And now, my Athenian friend, you have 
feen. my riches, beheld my immenfe treafures, 
the abundance of my bullion, the furniture of 
my palace, equally elegant and expenfive : tell 
me, who, in your opinion, is the happieft man ? 

CHARON, 

What do you think Solon will fay J, 

G 3 MERCURY. 
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» - h i * 

. M,E y- 

Depend upon it, Charon, he will fay jfoisc- 
thing to the purppfe. 

S ODD N. • 

Few, very few, O Croefus, can be called hap- 
py *, but, of all my acquaintance, I think that 
Cleobis and Biton, fons of the Prieftefs, ar^ 
moft fo. ‘ • . 


CHARON. ^ 

He means the fons of the Argive Priel^jel^ : 
they died together, after having drawn, their mo- 
ther in a waggon to the Temple. 

' ' C R CE S U S. , 

Well, they are happieft! and pray who is 
next to them ? 


SOLON. 

Tellus, the Athenian ; who, after living a life 
of virtue, died for his country. 

C R CE S U S. 

# 

But do not you think, you poor rafeal, that 
I am happy ? 

' ^ - SOLON. 
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SOLON. 

There is no judging, Crcefas, as yet ; be 
caufc you have not run your race. The hand 
pf death points out the degree of happinefs : 
a happy life muft be a life well ended. 

CHARON. 

ViTell faid, Solon ! you are muchjn the right. 

It is my boat, which brings things to a crifis..!- 
But who are thqfe fellows that Croefus is dif- 
patching, and what are thofe loads on their 
backs ? - ^ ^ 

MERCURY. 

He is going to dedicate ingots of gold to 
Apollo, in return for an oracle, which will be 
the [/] ruin of him. The poor man is wonder- 
fully fond of fortune-tellers. 

CHARON. 

[j] Croefus fending to the Oracle at Delphi to know the 
iflue of his war, and continuance of his kingdome.’was an- 
fwered to the firft, that if he made Vhir with the Peifians, 
he fliould overthrow a great kingdome; atid to the fecond, 
that his eftate fliould fufier no alteration till fuch time as a 
mule fliould raigne over thfe Medfs: thus he making con- 
ftru£Hon of the former, the beft way for himfclf, and gtound- . 
ing upon the impoflibilitic of the later, brought his king- * 
G 4 dome 
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CHARON. 

Is that gdd, that ftiining [i] pale red thing ? 
This is the very firft time I ever few that which 
I have heard ib much about. 

MERCURY.. 

That is the name : it is that celebrs^ted thing,' 
for which 'the world is in arms. 

CHARON. 

■* 

I can fee nothing it is good for, unlefs it be 
to overload thole who carry it. 

dome to deftru£Hon, and himfelf to mine; but afterwards 
qucftioning Apollo for the truth of the Oracle, was anfwered 
’that the Oracle was not in the fault, but his owne mifcon- 
’^ruftion, for tbe great kingdom tyas not mpant the Pcr- 
iians but his owne, and that of the mule was made good in 
iCyrus his conquerour, who was borne of parents of divers 
countries, his mother being daughter to Aflyages king of 
^e Medes, and his fether a,Perlian and a fubjedl, and was 
fo in all things like a mule which is begotten by a hee afle 
and a mare, being more noble by fhe mother’s fide than the 
fatha’s, Francis Hicks. Herodotus. 

[i] The Antients conftantly attribute fome degree of pale- 
nefs to gold. Diogenes, being alked the reafon why, gold 
looked pale, Aid, it was owkig to fear. Diogenes Laertius, 

VL51. ■' 

MERCURY, 
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MERCURY. 

do you know how many wars, plots, 
jobberies, perjuries, murders, prifons, what long 
voyages, what traffick, what flavery — 

(C H A R O N. 

To get gold ! O heaven and earth ! which is 
fomething better than brafs ! I can fpeak to this 
point, becaufe I am well acquainted with brafs, 
cxadiing a piece of every paflenger. 

MERCURY. 

True. But brafs is not valued, becaufe it is 
fo plentiful. But, to obtain a bit of the other 
precious thing, men are glad to dig out the 
bowels of the earth. It is born of the fame 
parents, you obferve, as lead and other metals. 

CHARON. 

How ftupid are mankind, to be thus befotted! 

MERCURY. 

Solon does not appear to be greatly ^ love 
with it. He is laughing at Croefus, and de- 
fpifing his barbarous pride. He queftions him 
about fomewhat. Let us liften. 

SOLON. 
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. SOLON. 

Do you fuppofe, Crcefus, that 'Apollo has 
Any want of thefe ingots ? 

C R CE S U S. 

Want ! by Jupiwr, all Delphi cannot produce 
fuch an offering ! 


SOLON. 

And you think to make a happy God of him, 
by adding to his poflcffions thefe ingots of 
gold ! 

C R CE S U S, 

Yes. 


SOLON, 

There muft be very poor doings in Heaven-^ 
if, when the gods want gold, they muft fetch 
it from Lydia. 


C R CE S U S. 

In what other place could fuch plenty be had ? 
¥ 

SOLON. 

Does Lydia produce iron ? 

CRCESyS, 
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Np. " '' ' ’"'.V, .• ;., 

s ox O ^J. 

f^bep you want ^ , 

V. '■’■■ C R *CE S lU 'S. ‘ 

What ! iron better than gold \ - • 

SOLON. 

If you will only keep your temper, and an-; 
fwer my queftions, I can make it appear. 

C R (E S U S. 

Speak then. 

SOLON. 

Who merit the greater praife, the defender^, 
pr the defended ? 

C R CE ^ U S. 

The defenders affuredly. 

SOLON. 

Well dien, if Gyrus &ould make an inroad 
into Lydia, (and they fay he defigns it) would 
you give golden fwords to your men ? or would 
noc iron ones be more commodious ? 

CRCESUS. 
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C R CE S U S. 

Iron would be better. 

SOLON. 

And, if iron is not provided, that immenle 
heap of gold of yours nnuft fall into the hands 
of the Perlians. 

A 

C R CE S U S. 

Softly, my good friend j have a care what 
you fay. 

S O L.O N. 

Nay, I wilh not for fuch an event. But you 
plainly fee by the fuppofition, that iron is to be 
preferred. 

' C R CE S U S. . 

Then, I fuppofe, you would have me coun- 
termand my golden ingots, and make Apollo 
an offering of iron ? V ■ . - 

SOLON. 

' I fancy the God has as little occafion for the 
one as the other. But, whether you confccrate 
brafs, or gold, or whatever you will, it will be 
only fetting fo much apart for* others, 

'■ Phocis, 
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Phocis, for Bceoria, or Delphi, for fome king, 
' or fome robber. As to Apollo, I promife you, 
he cares not a rulh for goldmongcrs. ‘ 

C R CE S U S. 

You are for ever quarrelling and grumbling 
about my riches. 


MERCURY. 

You fee, Charon, that the Lydian can bear 
any thing better than the plain truth. He 
thinks it a thing unaccountable, that a poor man 
Ihould fpeak his mind to him without trembling. 
But he will find occafion to remember Solon 
by and by, when, being made prifoner by Cyrus, 
he lhall be obliged to afeend , the burning pile. 

I lately overheard Clotho reading the book of 
fate, in which every man’s deftiny is fet downj 
and, amongft other thmgs, it was decreed, that ' 
Creefus ftiould be taken prifoner by Cyrus, and 
that Cyrus himfelf ^ould be flain by a woman. 
Do you fee that Scythian queen there, riding 
upon a white horfe ? \ 



CHARON. 



MERCURY. 
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' MERCURY. 

*That is Tomyris, ‘Who 'is td tut off CyrosS^ 
liead, and throw it into a veflel full of blood. 
Do you fee that youth,' the'fbn of Cyrus ? That 
» CanibyfcS, who is to fuCceed his fathfer iii the 
empire; and who, after a thoufand blunders iri*^ 
Libya and Ethiopia, Ihall kill Apis [/Jj and 
die mad. 


CHARfoisr.' 

Ridiculous! at prdent there is ho fticfi ihing"’ 
ai^lodking'them'iri the faVe, they are fo proud ^ 
fdrlbdth.' Itideed whd' could believtij' that onc"^ 
6f thetfj will foon^be ^a piifontri' and the Dthet^ 
ijavebis infdtiablc' throat drenched in blood ?•— 
Biit'who is 'that, Mercufyi" buttdne'd'up'^in' a^ 
purple " robe^' with* a diadem^ on ' hlS ‘ hl^ait, td * 
whom 

In circled iflc, the cook prefents a rih^, 

Cut from a fifh; wlih boafts himfelf a k!ng[m]? ‘ 

[/] Apis Was a king of Algyptj who underftbod Hul^ 
ha&dry ; for which reafon, he wasj after his death, worfhip^ 
^ as ati oz. The Ifraelites, who could not entirely con- 
quer their .^Egyptian prqudice, adored a calf. •• 

[wj Horn. Od. 1 . Tcr. 50 and 1 80. 

MERCURY. 
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MERCURY. 

O rare Charon ! you can fay and fing too ! 
That is Polycrates [»], the tyrant of Samos, 
who plumes himfelf on being completely happy. 
He (hall be betrayed- by Maeandfius, his do^ 
meftick who ftands by him, into the hands oT 
Oraetes, who will hang him on a gibbet, part- 
ing him and his happinefs in a moment. This 
too I heard fibrn Clotho. 

. CH^ARO'Ni 

Bravely donejXlotho 1' Go on, cut off tboir’ 
heads, and crucify them,; till they begins to < 
think they :,are' but. menw Exalt them highly,' 
that they may falb heavily. Ii ihall liugh 'toi 
fee every man of them ftark naked in my boat. 

[»] Polycrates7 after an uninterrupted flow of prolperify, 
wasadvifed by Amafis king of jEgypt,’ to keep fortune in 
her prefent humour, by giving her i that which he valued 
moft. Accordingly he threw into the fea wi;h great form 
hit favourite ring. But, after a few daySj a fine filh being 
prefented to him, which was -thought too good for any bod^ 
elfe, the ring was found in its belly. This being confider- 
ed. as porteiuUng no good to Pdyeme8,-rlH prudent Ama£« 
would have nothing more to do’ with him.'' It Wis better,'* 
he thought, -to defert a friend^ than to fedl hh diflrds;' He-f' 
rodotus, p. IIS. Cicero dc finibus, near th* end; ' * • ^ 
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No purple, no tiara, no golden beds are 
there! 


MERCURY. 

‘ Such is human greatnefs ! — But do not you 

fee a vail: multitude of people, Tailors, Toldiers, 

( 

lawyers, farmers, ufurers, beggars ? 

CHARON.' 

1 fee a motley multitude truly, and the world 
' full of confufionj cities like fwarms of bees, 
in which every one has a fting to deftroy his 
neighbour. Thole, who cannot defend them- 
felves, are ranfacked, robbed, and pillaged by • 
' the wafps [»]]. — But that obfcure troop which 
hovers about, who are they ? 


MERCURY. 

Thofe, Charon, are Hope, and Fear, and Folly, 
and Plcafure, and Avarice, and Anger, and 
Hatred, and Jealoufy, and Doubt. Fear and 
Hope fly over head: the former ftrikes, per- 

[o] O^iyol h JiHh uwff oyer* xau r»> ttn- 

It is wonderful that fo many learned menfliould 
lendn this aytm tuu agunt fenmtque. See Pearce’s : 
Longinus, p. 17 J. 

3 plexes. 
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pfcxes, and confounds: the latter, but juft 
out of reach, when men moft think of feizinjg 
it, on a fudden gives them the flip, and leaves 
the fools gaping after it •, juft as you have fcen 
Tantalus ferved by the water, conftantly eluding 
his thirfty lips. If you obferve, you will feo 
the ParcjB fpinning out human deftiny ; every 
man is fixed to a fpindle, by threads as fine as 
a fpider’s web. 

CHARON. 

I fee a very flender firing that every man 
muft hold by; which is generally interwoven 
and entangled with fome other. 

MERCURY. 

Even fo, Mr. Waterman. For it is decreed 
that one man fhall be killed by another, and 
that other by a third j this man fliall be heir 
to one with a fliorter thread, and another to 
him. This explains the connexion you obferve 
amongft the feveral threads. How weak is the 
line that every one hangs by ! This man is feen 
very high, fufpended aloft : but the thread will 
break with his weight, and the fall w^J be the 
greater. Another, who was raifed but a little, 
H falls 
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falls witk little noife, and is hardly taken notice 
of by his neighbours. 

CHARON. 

Truly, Mercury, you give a pleafant account 
of mankind ! 

• \ 

MERCURY. • 

No words can fufBciently exprefs their folly. 
Whilft full of hope, and emulous in abfurdity, 
comes arbiter Death, and ends the difpute! 
Death, you fee, employs many meflengers and 
agents, as agues, fevers, confumptions, peripneu- 
monies, fwords, thieves, poifon, judges, tyrants. 
Alackaday I while the world wags well, they 
never once think of any of thefe. But, if once 
their matters mifearry, immediately all is weep- 
ing and wailing. Surely, if they would fet 
out with the refolution to believe themfclves 
mortal, and that they are to fojourn but a Ihort 
fpace in this world, and then to depart, as put 
of a dream ; — if they would but confider the 
necefTity of leaving every thing behind them, 
they could not but live more wifely, and die 
with lefs’ concern. As it is, they abb as if their 

enjoyment^ 
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enjoyments on earth were to laft for ever. 
When therefore the minifter of Death calls them 
afide, and carries them away fettered by a fever 
or confumption, they are pleafed to take it ex- 
tremely ill, and be very angry j they do not 
underftand fuch ufage, and never dreamed of 
being dragged away in this manner. A man 
would fcarcely be in fuch a hurry of building, 
if he knew he was haftening to his own end, 
and that before he faw the roof well laid, he 
mull give up the houfe to his heir, without ever 
eating or drinking in it. The father of a new- 
born fon, who entertains his friends fo chear- 
fully, and is fo pleafed with communicating 
his own name, would not be fo much elevated 
with joy, if he knew that his boy is to die at 
the age of feven years. The caufe of his re- 
joicing is, that he thinks of nothing but the hap- 
py, father, whofe fon is diftinguifhed by fame, 
viftorious at the Olympick games. Alas ! he 
regards not his neighbour, who is bearing his 
child to the funeral pile, nor bethinks himfelf 
how flenderly he was fufpended. What wrang- 
ling and contending you fee about the limits 
of a hedge ! what an endlefs raking and ferap- 
H z ing 
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ing togtthjfT of money ! but, before the ^y of 
fnjoyn^cnt, bchpW thf of ^fc mepTcij- 

gcrs of Fafe ! 

CHARON, 

I fee how matters go j and am thinking with 
myfelf, what there can be fo very engaging in 
Jife, that makes men fo unwilling to leave it. 

M E R C U R Y. 

If any one fliould examine the condition of 
kings, who feem to be the happieft of all men, 
and beyond the reach of uncertainty and ill for- 
tune; be would find their forrows much more 
numerous than their joys : to fuch fears, con- 
fufion, hatred, plotting, rage, and flattery, arc 
the wretched things called princes cxpofed! I 
mention not the forrows, difeafes, and diftrelfes, 
which are equally incident to men of all conr 
ditions. And, if fuch be the condition of a 
king, it is not difficult to imagine that of a pri- 

■f 

vate man. 

CHARON. 

I will tell you. Mercury, what I have been 
thinking of. You havp fccn the bubbles, that 

compofe 
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cbmpofe the froth, in a rapid fall of water •, of 
Which fome are fmall, and btirft almoll as foofl 
as formed; fome laft longer, and, being united 
■with others, fwell to a confiderable fize*, yet 
thefe too foon difappeat : fuch is human life. 
All men are puffed tip with afir, fome morer,' 
fome left. Some can juft for a moment keep" 
up the inflation ; others lofe it before they well 
have it ; but all, like bubbles, muft burft at 
laft; 

MERCURY; 

Your fimile, in my mind, is not inferior to 
that of Homer, who compares the generations 
Of men to the [/>3 leaves of trees. 

CHARON.* 

Yet, fuch as they are, you fee, Mercury, how 
they behave 1 how they quarrel about dignities,- 
honours, and poffeflions ! all which they will 
be obliged to leave behind them, except one 
poor obolus for me! I have a good mind (now 
we are upon an eminence) to call out as loud 
as 1 can, advifing them to forbear their idle 

[pi Horn. II, vi. ver. 146. 

H 3 purfuits. 
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purfuits, and live, as they ought to do, in daily^ 
expedlation of death. — Holla! have. done, ye 
fools ! What would ye be at ? You are not to 
ftay in this world for, ever,! not one of thefe 
Bne things will lall ! .there is no taking them: 
with you, when you die 1 you muft quit the pre- 
miles (lark naked I houfes and land and money 
muft perpetually be changing their raafters 1 — 
Do not you think. Mercury, that, if I were to_ 
bawl all this truth' in their ears, they would turn' 
over a new leaf, and mend their manners ? 

MERCURY. 

O Charon, how you talk 1 They are fo choak-, 
ed up with ignorance and error, that you could 
not open their ears with an auger. Ulyfles [g] 
did not more effedlually guard his companions 
againft the longs of the Syrens, by filling their 
ears with wax. You might roar till you fplit; 
it would be all in vain ; for ignorance operates 
to the fame elFeft here, as the potion of Lethe 
below. And yet it muft be owned there are a 
few attentive to the voice of truth, and able 
to fee and diftinguilh things as they really are, 

[»] Horn. Od. xil. ver. 17?. 

2 CHARON. 
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CHARON. 

Suppofe then I fliould dired my admonition 
to them ? 

M E R C U' R Y. 

That would be only to tell them what they 
already know. You fee they are a people *dif- 
tinft from the reft, who heartily defpifc the 
things of this world, and are preparing to (hew 
a fair pair of heels, and leave it. And indeed 
the world will forgive them when they do *, for 
whoever reproves folly is fure to be hated for 
his pains. 

CHARON. 

Well done ! brave fellows ! though they are 
but few. 

MERCURY. 

It is well there are any — But now let us go 
down. 

CHARON. 

There is yet one thing more which I would 
fain know i after which I cannot dcfire to give 
you any more trouble : where are the repofi- 
H 4 tories. 
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torics, which they make in the earth, for dead 
bodies ? 

MERCURY. 

You mean the graves, tombs, and fepulchres. 
Obferve thofe hillocks, pillars, and pyramids 
[r'i before the cities : all thofe are places, where 
dead bodies are received and laid up. 

CHARON. 

What do they mean by perfuming and 
placing garlands on the ftones ? There are fome, 
who have raifed up a pile before the heaps of 
earth, and have dug a pit, where they are burn- 
ing expenfive banquets, They^ pour wine into 
the hole, as far as I can fee, together with a 
mixture of wine and water and honey. 

MERCURY. . 

Really, Charon, I cannot fee what good ^ all 
this can do to perfons in the other world. But 

[r] The Ancients were not fond of poifoning their moft 
frequented places with the effluvia o f dead bodies. Only fuch 
as had greatly diftinguifhed theinlelves in the publick. fer* 
vice, were permitted to be buried within their cities, and ef- 
pccially in their temples. The Moderns are not fb fcrupu- 
lout in this particular. 

they 
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they are perfuaded, no doubt, that ghofts fre- 
quently take a turn up flairs, fluttering about 
the fmoke of their graves, picking a bit of fupr 
per, or taking a little drink from the pit, as, they 
can get it. 

CHARON. 

I ftiould be a fool to fuppofe, that you. Mer- 
cury, who conduct them to me every day, 
Ihould want to be informed, that thofe, whole 
Ikulls are as dry as dufl, can neither eat nor 
drink. You can give a pretty good guefs, whe- 
ther a man, who is once fairly under ground^ 
ever comes up again. 1 Ihould be finely em- 
ployed, if, befides my continual trouble to get 
them down, I mult be obliged to bring them 
up again, to drink ! O mifcrable fools ! hot to 
know the immenfc diftance between the living 
and the dead, and how matters go amongfl us ! 
Buried, unburied, with, without a name. 

Iris and Agamemnon are the fame ! 

The head of Thetis’ fon, fo fam’d, fo fair. 

As ugly as Therfites’ and as bare ! 

Together in the daffodils ,jliey go. 

All dry, all naked, all alike below [r] ! 

[j] A Cento from Horn, II. i. Od. 10. Src. A fly rogue, 
who loves to entrap unwary vanity, pretended to fufpect, that 
thefe verfes were ftolen from Pope. 

3 ' MERCURY. 
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' MERCURY. 

Blcfs me! you have all Homer by heart. 
But now you have juft put it into my head, I 
can ftiew you the ,tomb of Achilles. There it 
is, on the promontory of Sigaeum, near the fea. 
Over-againft him in Rhceteum lies Ajax. 

CHARON. 

There is nothing grand in their monuments. 
But cannot you favour me with a fight of thofe 
famous cities, of which we have heard fo much 
below ? I mean Ninive, the city of Sardana- 
palus, Babylon, Mycente, Cleonas, and Troy 
itfelf: from the town of Troy, for ten long 
years together, I well remember never to have 
had a moment’s reft, being conftantly employed, 
in carrying over tranfports ; nor could I once 
get ray boat into dock, to refit. 

MERCURY. 

Ninive is fo entirely deftroyed, that you could 
not polfibly find out the place where it ftood. 
The great Babylon, which you fee there, adorn- 
ed with fo many towers, and furrounded with 

fuch 
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fuch a wall, in a little time will be no more to 
be found than Ninive is at prefent. I am 
alhamed to ftiew you Mycense, and Cleons ; 
but efpecially Troy. It would be enough to 
make you take Homer by the collar at your 
return home *, in fuch pompous terms has he 
deferibed it. Thefe cities had their day, which 
now is over. Whole towns,' Mr, Waterman, 
die like men*, and, what is more wonderful, 
rivers too." Inachus, the' famed flood of Argi, 
has now no remains. 

.» X 

CHARON. 

How idle were all the praifes, how vain the 
extravagant epithets of ^ Homer ! the facred 
Ilion ! the beautiful Cleons I alas ! alas ! — ^But, 
whilft we are talking, who are they that are 
fighting and killing one another yonder ? what 
is it for ? 

MERCURY. 

They are the Argives and Laceds'monians. 
Othryades [/], the general of the latter, fcarcely' 
alive, is inferibing a trophy with his blood. 

CHARON. 

[/] Three hundred Lacedsemonians and as many Argives 
were deputed to fight for. the plain of Thyria ; of all which 

only 
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But what do they fight for ? 

MERCURY, 

For the field they fight in. 

CHARON. 

Oh ! what palpable abfurdity ! Are they ig- 
norant, that, though every man of them had as 
much as all Peloponnefus, yet Abacus would 
hardly allow them a fquare foot for their whole 
efiate ? The field will fall into many hands one 
after another, and his: trophy will be often 
turned up byi the plou^. 

MERCURY. 

i 

So indeed it will be. But let us go down, 
and leave the mountains where we found them ; 
that we may go about our bufinefs, you to 
your fculler, and I on my errand. It Ihail 
not be a great while before I bring you fome 
ghofis. 

only thice farvived the battle. Alcinor and Cromius return- 
ed to Argi, as they fuppofed, viiflorious. While their enemy 
Othryades, remaining in the field, plundered their country- 
men, and wrote his triumphant name on his fliield with his 
•wn blood- 

CHARON. 
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CHARON, 

I am fo much obliged to you, Mercury, 
that I can never forget the fervice you have 
/done me on this occafion as long as I live.— r 
Ala$ ! alas I how miferable mortals fpend their 
time!— kings! — golden ingots!— hecatombs ! — 
^ttles ! but not a fy liable about Charon ! 
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CHARON.. ' 

A L ,is tcady, Clotho. The bo« h^s bccrr 
prepared .this good while, and is in ex- 
,ccllept condition. I have pumped out the wa- 
ttrj fet up the maft, fpread the/^il, and boupd 
fall the oars in their places j and nothing is 
, wanting on my part to prevent us weighing 

[b] The Tyrrheni were a mifchievous people, veiy trou- 
Wefoune to the Athenians. From their name, it is pretend- 
ed, syas derived the word tjraiu, which was however in 
better repute than its original, being, for Line tipie, fj’nony- 
Hious with *'• 

, I anchor. 
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anchor, ami failing immediately. Only Mer- 
cury is not come, who ought to Iftve been here 
long ago. You fee I have not a Angle paflen- 
ger. If he had fupplied me as he ought, I 
might have made three trips this very day 
already. And, now it is almost night, I have 
not earned a Angle obolus. I know very well 
Pluto will blame me for this delay, though I 
am as innocent as the child unborn. He is a 
Ane purveyor»of ghofts ! I fancy he has met 
with a cup of Lethe above, and has forgot his 
way back again. Perhaps my gentleman is 
wreAling with the youngfters, or twanging his 
.harp, or telling long Aories, to prove his ftill 
in triAing. Or perhaps the honeft fellow is 
employed in thieving by the way : for that too 
is one of his accompliAiments. We have a full 
right to one half of his time and attention ; and, 

I cannot but fay, he takes a good deal of liberty 
with us. 

C L O T JH[ O. 

How do you know, Charon, that he is not • 
detained by fome extraordinary bufinefs of Ju- 
.pitcr ? Jupiter is maftcr, and will be obeyed. 

CHARON. 


% 
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A 

CHARON. 

tf 

Yesj but why fliould he keep him beyond 
his time ? I am fure we have never detained ' 
him with us, when it was his duty to be gone. 
But I believe I can guefs the caufe.^ With us 
there is nothing but dafifodil, and libationS, 
and cakes, and obfequies, in mills, and clouds, 
and darknefs ; but in Heaven all is Iplendid 
and gay, ambrofia abounds, and nedlar goes 
jovially round. No wonder th^efore my gen- 
tleman likes to be there. When he leaves us,* 
he flies like a thief from a gaol. But, when he 
is to return, he does it indeed at laft, but it is 
with great deliberation and reluftance. 

C L O T H O. ‘ 

Hold your tongue, Charon ! for here he 
comes ! Do not you fee him with his rod dri-, 
ving a whole fwarm before him, liko a flock o5- 
^bats ? what can be the meaning of this ? One . 
of them is chained, another ready to fplit with 
laughing, a third with a wallet and a cudgel, 
looking plaguily four, and pulhing on the reft. 

As to Mercury hirtvfelf, he is air over in a fweat, 
puffing and blowing for* breath, with his feet 
I 2 covered 
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covered with duft. What is the matter. Mer- 
cury ? why fuch hurry and flutter ? 

MERCURY. 

Matter ? matter enough ! I have had fuch a 
piece of work with purfuing this run-away raf- 
cal, that I verily thought I^lhould not have 
reached the boat to-day. 

C L O T H O. 

But who is he ? and what could he mean by 
attempting an efcape ? ’ 

M E R C U R Y. 

The reafon of that is plam enough : he want- 
ed to live a while longer, to be fure. I guefs 
him to be feme king, fome tyrant; fuch a 
howling he has made, and fo bitterly has he be- 
wailed the lofs of his enjoyments. 

C L O T H O. 

What ! when his thread was fpun to the end, 
did the fool think of running away from inevit- 
able fate ? ' . . , 

MERCURY. 

' Think of running aw^ ! do you /ay ? 1 tell 
ycu, that, if my hon# friend here with the 

ftaff 
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ftaflT had not bdped me to lay bold of him 
and bind him, he would have got from us, as 
fure as you are there. From his being firft de- 
livered up to me by Atropos, he conHantly hung 
behind, he pitched bis feet againft the ground, 
and was (b refraflory, ^at it was with the utr 
mod: difficulty I could get him along. Some- 
nones he tried gentle means •, he beg g ed and 
prayed of me only to let him go far a moment, 
for which he promiied an ample reward. Know, 
ing that the man made a requefl: which could 
not poflibly be granted, you may be fure I paid 
{10 regard to it. But, when we were got to 
the very entrance, and I, as ufual, was reckon- 
ing up my dead to .£su:us [te], and he was 
comparing my account with the tally font him 
by your fifter, I know not how it was, that this 
abominable villain fneaked away and got off, 
leaving me one ftiort of my number. Upon 
this, .Xacus, kokting his brows, faid, he wV>uld 
have none of my trijcks here j 1 might Be con- 
tented with playing die rc^ue in Heaven. 

[«v] Lucian here feems to have forget hualelf a little. 
According to all the geographers, aEacut lived ou the ocher 
fide of the river. Mofes da Soul. 

I 3 “ Thetc 
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There is no place here, fays he, for fubterfugc 
“ of any kind : whatever relates to the dead muft 
be exadt. According to this tally, you (hould 
have brought a thoufand and four j unlefs you 
“ pretend that Atropos has impofcd upon you,” 
I was greatly confounded by what he faid, and 
prcfently called to mind what had paffcd by the 
way. When, looking all round and not feeing 
the fellow, I foon concluded that he had given 
me the flip.^* Upon which, taking ^the diredt 
road back to day-light, I ran as faft as my feet 
could carry me ; while this worthy gentleman 
very civilly accompanied me. We ran like two 
racers, and came up with him in [a,*] Tajnaros j 
fo very near was he to making his efpape* 

C L O T H O. 

And we, Charon, had been all this while 
blaming Mercury for his idlencfs ! 

' > ' - . CHARON. 

Well, but why fhould we ftay here now ? 
We have been delayetf long enough already. 

[#3 A promontory of Laconia, from whence was fuppofed 
to be a paflage to the other world. nvAit rt; iri wjoj 

Menand. fragm. • • 

' ■ CLOTHO, 
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C L O T H O. 

Right; let them go aboard. I will fit down 
by the ladder, and, with the catalogue in my 
hand, as my cuftom is, will inform myfelf con- 
cerning them all feparately as they enter, who 
they are,' whence they come, and in what man- 
ner they died! Do you. Mercury, take and 
flow them properly. The new-born infants you 
may throw in firft, as they can give no ac- 
count of themfelves, 

MERCURY. 

^ • 

Here arc three hundred of them for you, Mr. 
Ferryman, including foundlings. 

CHARON. 

A fine prize ! You gather the fruit before it 
is ripe. 

MERCURY. 

Next to them, Clotho, would you have me 
put aboard thofe who died unlamented ? 

CLOTHO. 

You mean the old : do fo. Why Ihould I 
trouble myfelf with enquiring . into what was 
1 4 don* 
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done before Euclid ? All ye, who are up- 
wards of threcfcore, make your appearance! 
Holla !~They are fo^deaf with age, I find, they . 
cannot hear. Perhaps it will be necetfafy tb 
hoifi them on t>oard, 

MERCURY. 

Well, here arc thrte hundred and ninety- 
eight, all ripe and mellow, not reaped before 
the harveft. 

C L O T H O. 

No truly ; thefe are diy grapes. Now, Mer- 
cury, bring up the wounded. Tell me firft of 
all how ye came by your death : or, (lay ; I can 
recognize you by the reipeflhrc decrees concern- 
ing you. Eighty-four were yefterday to die 
fighting in Media, and, amongft thefe, Gobares 
the fon of Oxyartes. 

r 

% 

vM E R C U R Y. 

Here they are. 

[y] After the expulllon of the thirty tyrants by Thraly- 
biilus, the Athenians, for the fake of peace, had palled an aft 
of obliriohj refpefting tvefy frairiaftioft before the gorern- 
•>ent qf Euclid, 

CLOTHO, 
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C L O t H O. 

SeveiTdefpairing lovers dHpatched themfeWea. 
TheageneSj^ the f)hik)fo|>her, left the World fbt 
a MegarenHan harlot. 

MERCURY. 

They are all here. 

C L O T H O. 

And where are they who butchered dde aa- 
other for the fake of empire ? 

MERCURY. 

Hire. 


C L O T H O. 

man tlaio by his wife and her 

MERCURY. 

Here, before you. 

C L O T H O. 

Bring up thofe who died by due cohrfc’ of 
law, by tortures and the gallowi j and the fix., 
teen murdered by highway* men. 

i . MERCURY. 


And the 
gallant ? . 
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MERCURY. 

Here you have them, mangled as they are. — < 

Would you have me bring up the women too ? 

C L O T H O. 

Yes*, and thofe^ who perifhed together in 
ftiipwreck, and then thofe who died of the fever. 

And do not forget the Doftor Agathocles : put 
him with his patients.— But where is Cynifcus, 
the philofopher ? He was to die after eating 
the fupper of Hecate, expiation-eggs, and raw 
cuttle- filh. , , 

... * . i . 

CYNISCUS. 

I am here, Clotho, at your fcrvice. I beg to 
know for what offence 'you fuffered me to re- 
main fo long upon earth ? My fpindfe was al- 
moft full. Very glad ftiould I have been to 
come fooner, and* often wiftied to fnap my ■ 
thread ; but fomchow or other I found it im- 

pradticable. 

} 

CLOTHO, 

: I -left you as the infpedbor and phyfician of 
human failings }-.but now go aboard and wel- 
come ! , 

: CYNISCUS, 


Digitized by Google 



fN VERNAL PASSA'iOEi' 

c Y N r S C U S. 

I cannot go till this prilbner is - put into the 
boat : he has fp infinuating a tongue, that I 
am afraid he will warp you froth yout purpofe, 

CLOT HO, : n 
Let me fee who he is, ; 


MERCURY. 

Megapenthes riie tyrahtj'thib Ibn of LacydeiL 

' C L O T H O, ' • ■ ■ 

Go aboard, Megapenthes. 

MEGAPENTHES, 

No, pray, good Madam, let me go back 
only for a little while. I will come ^in, fweet 
Clotho, upon my word, without being fcnt for, 
pr giving any more trouble. 

CLOTHO. 

What is it that makes ypp lb very defiroua of 
going back? 


MEGAPENT H.E S,^ 

• I beg only tp finilh ^ hpqfe I was building, 


I only beg 


O^OTHO. 



Digitized by Google 



114 DlAtOOUBS OF LVXJIAK. 

C L O T H O. > 

The man raves f Get m, make hafte. 

MEGAPENTHES. 

I am not unrcafonablc, O Deftiny ; I only 
beg to ftay one fingle day, juft to give my wife 
direftions about my eftate, and fhew her where 
my great treafure is buried. 

: V,. C LO T H O. ' 

You may make yourfelf eafy : it cannot be. 

MEGAPENTHES. 

What, muft all that money be loft then ? 

:: . . CLOTHO. 

Ko, not loft i be fatisfied about that j your 
ooufin Megacles will have it. 

MEGAPENTHES. 

Oh fcandalous ! what, my enemy ? I fpared 
his life only for want of ieiforc to kill him. 

CLOTHO. 

He is 'the man. He will furvive you up-' 

wafds of forty years, and be maftcr of ail your 

women, money, and clothes. >• 

' MEGA- 
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MEGAPENTHES. 

This is very unfair in you, Clodio, to give 
a man’s pofieilions to his greatcft enemies. 

C L O T H 0. 

Pray, good Sir, how came you by thefe pof- 
feffions ? were they not the property of Cydi* 
machus did not you murder him ? and, before 
the breath was out of his body, did not you 
cut the throats of l»is children .before his face ? 


MEGAPENTHES. 

Well, but what he had was mine now. 

C L O T H O. 

And now. Sir, your leafe expires. — 

MEGAPENTHES. 

But I want to fpcak a word or two in private 
with you, Clotho : ftep this way a little. Hark 
you j if you will fuffer me to make ipy .eC<?ape, 
I promife to give you this very day a thou- 
%id talents [zj of gold coin. 

[*] i93i7SO pouniJ** 

4 CLOTHO 
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\ . fc ■ ^ f 

■\ 

- Ridiculous puppy ! .have you not done think- 
ing of your money yet ? ■ . • 

M E G A P E N T H E S. 

Befides, to oblige you, I will give you two 
cups, for W'^hich I murdered Cleocritus : either 
of them weighs a hundred talents of the pu- 
jeft gold. , ' 

C L b T H O. 

Seize this fellow here ! he would never go 
by his own will. 

MEGAPENTHES. 

Confidcr, the city wall and the harbour for 
Ihipping remain both' unfinilhed; which, if I had 
lived only five days longer, would have been 
done. 

C L O T H O. ^ • 

' Never mind ; another man will build. 

W 5691 lb. II oz. II dwts. 10 or 41 cwt. sqrs. 
1 2 lb. I oz. ; the pound troy, according to Arbuthnot, being 

to the avoirdupois at 14 to 17. 

; . 3. MEGA- 
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MEGAPENTHES. 

I have one requeft, which, I am furc, you 
mu ft allow to be a reafonable one. 

C L O T H O. 

What is it ? 

MEGAPENTHES. 

Only tha^ I may live till I fubdue the Pifi- 
dians, and make the Lydians tributary, and rear 
up a magnificent monument for myfelf, infcrib* 
ing upon it all the great exploits of generalihip 
which I have performed. 

C L O T H O. 

Heyday ! it would require twenty years to do 
all this. One day indeed ! 

• M E G A P E N T,H E S. ' 

Nay, I am ready to give bail for my fpeedy 
return. I will give up my favourite to you as 
a pledge for myfelf. 

. . ’ C L,0 T.H O. 

•• Oh’ the villain ! how often have you prayed 

that he might furvive you ! 

- . ‘ . MEGA- 
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MEG APJENTHES, 

when I knew no better. 

C L O T H O. ' 

He will be wii^ you foon, for the new king 
will diipatch him. 

M E G A P E N T .E S. 

Qne thing Et Icafl, Clotho, yov^canaot refufe 
me. 

CLOTHO. 

What if that ? 

MEGAPENTHES. 

Only to know what turn affairs will take after 
my death. 

CLOTHO. 

Iwill eellyouj though it will only vex yon 
the .more.' As to your wife, the flayc Midas 
will 'have Ijer-r-not that flie wUl ihe any novelty 
to him. 

MEGAPENTHES. 

# 

Tibe accurfed villain, ^whom 1 made ifree at 
her requeft ! 

CLOTHCH 
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Youf daughter will add one more to the new 
king’s concubines. The pidtures and ftatues, 
which the city eredled to your honour, are all 
thrown down, and every body laughs to fee 
themjf 

M E G A P E N T H E S. 

And do none of my friends refent fuch do- 
in°;s ? 

O # 

C L O T IH O. 

Friends? I know of none you had. How 
could you pretend to think of having friends ? 
You finely mull be fenfible that all who adored, 
you, and praifed every thing you did and faid, 
did it either out of fear, or for their own in- 
terdl. Such friends are the friends of power, 
and cannot laft. 

M E G A P E N T H E S.- ‘ 

# 

But at banquets, amidft libations of wine, 
how loudly did they pray for my eveflading 
profperity ! They fwore by me, and, if it were 
but pofilble, were ready to die in my room. 

K - CLOTHO. 


Digitized by Google 



130 DIALOO.UE8 OF LUCIAN* 

•• • ' • 

, C L O T H O. 

You fupped yefterday with one of thofe de- 1 
voted friends ; and the laft cup, which he gave 
you,' fent you a packing hither. 

M E G A P E N T H E S. 

I thought there was fomething bitter in the 

tafte. But what could be his reafon ? 

^ # • 

C L O T H O. 

Come, get in. There is no end of your 
queflions. 

♦ i 

M E G A P E N T H E S. * 

; One thing flicks very much in my ftomach, 
which makes me long for a little day-light, 

C L O T H O. 

What important buflners is that ? 

'M E G A P E N T H E S. 

* You muft know that my man ‘Carion, the 
moment' he perceived that I was fairly dead, 
came in the evening into the room where I lay, 
and, finding the coaft clear (for there was no- 
body to take care of me) he Ihut the door upon 
himfclf and Glycerium my concubine, and was 
•*'. as^ 
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as familiar with .her in all refpefts as if no one 
clfe had. been there. I fuppofe it was by no 
means the beginning of their acquaintance. 
When all was over, fixing his malicious eyes 
upon me, Rafcal* fays he, many a time have you 
beaten my poor bones for nothing. Saying 
that, he plucked me by the beaVd, and beat me 
on the face as hard as he could. '*At lafl: he 
Ipat very copioufly upon me, very civilly bade 
me go to hell, and took his leave. I was vexed 
to the heart *, but what could I do ? I was not 
in a capacity to be revenged on him. The 
wicked jade no fooner heard a noifc of fome- • 
body coming, than, wetting her eyes with her 
fpittle, file fell a weeping, and lamenting mofi: 
piteoufly, bewailing my death, and repeating 
my name as (he went* out — but if ever I catch 
then)— 

C L O T H O. 

Have done with your threatening, and get 
aboard; it is high time for you to think of 
taking your trial, 

M E G A P E N T H E S. 

Who will prefume fo receive evidence againft . 
a king ? 

K 2 ■ CLOTf lO. 
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Nobody will againft a king ; but you will find 

one Rhadamanthus, who will take the liberty 

of,, judging and ‘ palling fentence, with the 

greatefl: regard to juftice, on you and every 

1 

other dead man. ^ But come; you have delayed 
us already too long. 

MEG’ A,P E N T H E S. 

Look you, Clotho, as to my being a king, 

I give up that point. Inftead of a king, let me 
be a peafant, or a Have, or any thing ; only let 
me go back. 

CX O T H O. 

Where is our friend with the cudgel ^ — Mer- 
cury, you muft drag this fellow into the boat 
neck and heels ; there is no other way. 

' ' V 

MERCURY. 

« 

Come along, you runaway fcoundrel !— Take ^ 
him, Charon, with that other ; and, for fecurity, 
let him be tied to the maft. 

M E G A P E N T H E S. 

' I hope at leaft I am to^ave the firfl: feat 

CLOTHO. 


’ > 
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C L O T H O. 

For what? 

MEGAPENTHES. 

For what ? becaufe I hav^ been a king ! be- 
caufe I. have had ten thoufand guards ! 

C L O T H O. 

Carion might very well pluck the beard of 
fuch an infolent fellow t You fhall tafte of the 
fweets of royalty, adminiftered to you by the 
cudgel. 

MEGAPENTHES. 

Cynifeus dare to lift up a flick againfl me ! 
it is not fo long ago, that I was within an ace 
of nailing the varlet to a pofl, for his infolencc 
in my royal prefence. 

C H A R O N. ‘ 

For which, your majefly mufl be bound to the 
mafl. — -i ' 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Pray, Clotho, is no notice at all to be taken 
of me ? am I to be the very laft to go aboard, 
bccaufe forfooth 1 am poor ? 

K 3 CLOTHO. 
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C L O T H O. 

Who are you ? 

M I C Y L L U S. 

am Micyllus the cobler. 

» « 

* ' C L O T H O. 

You arc in a moft prodigious hurry ! here is 
a king,* who would give I know not how much 
. for a little refpite. I wonder how it came to 
pafs that you are fo little difpofed to flay, 

. MICYLLUS. 

■Good Clotho, hear what I haVe to fay. I 
' am not very highly delighted with the generp- 
fity of the [F\ Cyclops, with the gracious pro- 
mife of being devoured the laft. Since, firft 
or laft, the fame teeth will do the fame office. 
Befides, my fituation is totally different from 
that of the rich. The king, who feemed fo 
happy, .was fo feared, and fo admired ; when he 
came to leave his gold, and filver, and fine 
.clothes, and horfes, and feafts, his fine women, 
and all his mSnifters of pleafure, could not but 

* t 

■ [i] Horn. Od. I_x, ver. 365. 

lament 

, / 
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lament . moft immoderately, and take it exceed- ' 
ingly unkind to be torn away from all that he 
held fo dear. I know not how it is, but the 
foul of fuch a man flicks like birdlime to its 
diflblute habit, nor can they be feparated with- 
out great difficulty. As if the chain, that binds 
them fo clofely, was not to be broken, when- 
ever they ar*e violently dragged away, they 
mourn and bewail their fate. Though bold 
enough on other occafions, no fooner do they 
fet foot on this highway, than they become the 

- .verieft cowards in nature. Every now and then 

they muft turn round, wilhing, like unhappy 
lovers, for another 'look before they go; juft 
as this fool here not ogly attempted an efcape 
by the way, but muft be begging and praying 
here. For my part, 1 had no engagements in 
the world, neither houfes, nor land, nor gold, 
nor furniture, nor* honour, nor images; fo that 
Lwas always ready for a march : and the very 
moment that Atropos gave me the wink, I threw 

- down my leather and paring-knife with pleafure, 

• and ran away barefooted with the laft in my 

hand,' without flaying to wafli off the wax from > 
my fingers, I-«an even before my conductor, • 
K 4 looking 
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looking wiflifully forwards. There was no- 
thing behind that could tempt me to turn or 
look back.f *And upon my word, as far as I 
can judge, every thing with you is very fine. 
All are upon the fame footing, no one prefumes 
to lord it over his neighbour ; which in truth 
is excellent, I do not imagine that there is any 
fuch thing here as paying of debts o^ t^xes. 
And, what is beft*of all, 'there is no cold winter, 
no ficknefs to be dreaded, nor any being be- 
mauled by our betters. AIL is peace and quiet- 
nefs. Indeed every' thing is turned topfy-turvv; 
v/e, who are poor, laugh ; while they, who are 
rich, lament. 

C L O T H O. '■ 

* 

I obferve, Micyllus, you have been very mer- 
ry this good while : pray w'hat made you laugh 

fo ? . • . 

* 

M I C Y L L U S. 

O goddefs mod revered, I crave your pa- 
tience. As 1 lived very near this king, I had 
an opportunity of being v/itnefs to his proceed- 
ings i and -really I thought liim as great, as a 
God. B|efs me! faid I, when I faw his flovver- 
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cd purple, the multitude of his attendants, his 
gold, his goblets fet with jewels, his bedfteads 
of filver! bfefs me! faid I, how happy muft 
he be I I was almoft mad at the fmell of his 
kitchen j I thought him more than man, and 
happy above the lot of human nature. Fairer, 
and taller, raifed, by the grace of fortune, a 
royal cubit above others, he fwelied as he walk- 
ed, and, pompoufly unconcerned, put all he 
met out of countenance. But, when he was 
dead, and ftripped of his prerogative, I thought 
him ridiculous enough. But Ijthought myfelf 
by far the greater fool of the two, for having 
fo admired fuch a wretched animal, eltimating 
his happinefs by the fumes of his difhes, and 
bis good fortune Jjy the [f] blood oFa Laronian 
cockle. Hotyever, he was not the only one who 
afforded me diverfion.* For, when i beheld 
Goiphon the ul'urer fighing, and repenting 
when it was too late, that he had cheated him- 
felf out of the enjoyment of all he had, which 
he muft now leave entire to the abandoned 
Jihodochares, the heir at law — thinking of this. 


[f] The puipic-filh. 
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it was ipipofllble to contain myfclf, when I rc- 
collefted what a pale,’, wan, dirty, half-ftarved, 
wrinkled, pining, fretting, anxioiSs, mortal he 
was. The only riches he poflcfl'ed for ufe were 
his fingers, with which he counted his ta- • 
lents and ten thoufands, fcraping together, by 
little and little, what the precious Rhodochares 
will fcattcr as faft.— But let iis fet fail, and 
laugh over what remains by the. way, when we 
fee the tears of our companions, • ' • 

“ C L ,0 T H O. ‘ ' 

* i , 

Get in, that Charon may weigh anchor.— , 

C IJ A R O N.V- 

You, Sir ! whither fo faft ? The boat is al- 
ready full. ^ Stay till to-morrow morning, and I 

« * ' J 

will give you a caft ovrt-, ‘ • , 

' M I C Y L L U S.-’ 

• * 

It is very hard, Charon, that I muft be left 
behind, who am fairly dead, and well entitled 
to go. Depend upon it, you lhall appear be- 
fore Rhadamanthus for this. Alack ! alack 1 

[</] His fingers ferved him as figures. See fhe note on 
Juvenal, Sat. x. ver. 249. 

2 what 
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what an unlucky dog am I ! now they fail, and 
I muft be left alone ! I will even jump in and 
fwim : a dead man needs not be afraid of drown- 
ing. Befides, if he would take me in, I have 
no money. 

C L O T H O. 

What now ? Stay, Micyllus. You muft not 
go over fo. 4 

MICYLLUS. 

Very likely ! I fancy I fliall be over before 
you, for all that. 

=C L O T H O. 

You cannot go fo — We muft put to, and 
take him in. Lay hold of him. Mercury, lend 
him a hand. 

CHARON. 

And pray where is he to fit ? The boat is as 
full as it can be flowed. 


MERCURY.. 


There is room for him upon the king's 
(houlders. 


CLOTHO. 
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C L O T H O. 

A good thought ! get up immediately ; da 
not fpare the royal neck. A good voyage 
to us ! 

C Y N I S C U S. 

It is beft, Charon, to tell you the plain truth 
at once. I really have not an obolus to pay for 
my paffage. This ftafF and this wallet are all 
that I have, believe me. But, if you would 
have me lend a hand at pumping or rowing, 

I am at your fervice. Give me but a good oar, 
and you lhall fee that I can ufe it. 

•CHARON. 

Well, w'ell, row then ; and I fhall be fatisfied. 

C Y N I S C U S. 

Shall we have a cheer ? * 

CHARON. 

If you know a boatfwain’s [e]] fong, by all 
means let us have it. 

[f] The tune probably was not unlike the recitative of our 
mariners when they hoill the fails. 

CYNISCUS. 
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C Y N I S C U S. 

Oh, yes. But' behold ! thefe fellows make 
fuch a hoveling, that nothing elfe can be heard. 

A RICH MAN. 

AlasJ my pofleffions ! 

ANOTHER, 

Alas ! my eftate ? 

ANOTHER.* 

Ah ! woe is me ! what a houfe have I left 1 


ANOTHER. 

Oh ! thofe talents of mine, which my prodi- 
gal heir will fquander ! ’ 

ANOTHER. 

Alas ! my poor infants ! 


ANOTHER. 

Who will gather the grapes of my iaft year’s 
vines ? 


MERCURY. 

Why ^do not you weep, Micyllus.^ Nobody 
goes over without tears. 

MICYL-' 
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> 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Pifli ! I can find nothing to cry for, if wc 

• « 

have but a good voyage. 

MERCURY. 

A 

You niuft weep a little : it is the fafhion.' 

M I C Y L L U S. . 

Well, to oblige you. Mercury, I will. Oh ! 
my Ihoe- foies ! oh! my old lafts! oh! my rot- 
ten Ihoes ! oh I unhappy me f I lhall no more ' 
fit fading from morning to night I I mud never 
more wander about, bare-footed, and in rags, 
my teeth chattering with cold 1 who lhall in- 
herit my paring-knife? who will enjoy my 
awl? — We have almoft got over. the water and 
my lamentation together. 

CHARON. 

Well, my maders, pay me my fare, before 
you leave me. You, Sir, where is 'your money ? ' 
and your’s ? and your\ Sirf Every one’ has 
paid me except you, Miqdlus. Come, come, 
do not trifie. 

‘ • MICYL- 


Digitized by Google 


^INFB‘mNAL PASSAGR^ 1 43 


M I C Y L* L U S. 

r 

It is yourfelf,' Charon, who trifle moft egre- 
gioufly, if you expeft any money from me. 
Whether an obolus be round ^or fquarc, is a 
matter quite unknown to Micyllus^ 



C H A U O N. 


* Upon my word, a good thriving voyage this ! 
Get you gone. I mud retgrn to look after the 
horfes, oxen,^ dogs, and other animals, which 
are to come over. 


C L O T H O. . 

/ • * : *' . > 

Take thefe away, Mercury'. I will fail back 

to the oppofite fide, and bring with me Indppates 
and Heramithres, the Seres, who have knock- 
ed out one another’s brains in a diipute about 
a boundar)\ ’ : . . ' 


.MERCURY. . _ • 

Come then, let us advance. Follow me ip^ 
your turns i thatis beft.* * ^ • 

■ • . 1 ■ ■■ ' : MICYL^! • 
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M I C y L L u s. • 

Oh ! wonderful ! what a mift here is ! Where 
now is the liandfome Megillus [/] ? Phryne [j'] 
is here no fairer than Simmiche [V]. All are 
alike, all of the fame complexion ; and, as for 
beauty, it is quite ‘out of the queftion. £ven 
my old greafy jacket is equally elegant with 
his majelly’s purple*; both of which are in the 
fame obfeurity.— But where are you/ Cynifeus ? 

C Y N I.S C U S. 

Here, at your fervice. What, if you and X 
go on together ? 

M I C Y L L U S. 

With all my heart: give me your hand* 
You have been initiated in the [i&] myfleries 
of Eleufis: pray do the ceremonies there re- 
femble the appearance of things here ? 

[/] A young Corinthian, remarkable for his fine |»erfon. 

[^] Two Courtezans. Phryne carried on fo lucrative a 
trade, that, after Thebes had been deftroyed by Alexander 
the Great, it was rebuilt by Phryne the Greater. . 

[)&] Certain rites folemnlzed in the nif^t in honour of 
Ceres and Proferpine. Sec Warburton’s diflertation on the 
fixth book of' Virgil’s *Eneis. * 

s CYNISCUS. 
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CYNISCUS. 

* 

Very much. But behold ! what a frightful 
figure, (baking a torch, and looking moft hor- 
ribly four ! Is that one of the Furies ? 

M I C Y L L U Si 

I fancy fo, by her look* 

IVI E R C tr R y. 

Here ! TiCphone, here are one thoufarid and 
four for you. 

T I S I P H O N E. 

Rhadamanthus has been waiting for 3'ou this 
good while. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

Bring them up, Erinnys. Do you, Mercury, 
make proclamation, and call them over. 

*C Y N I S C U S. 

l.Ihall take it as a great favour, Rhadaman- 
thus, if you will be pleafed to Jet my examina- 
tion come on firil. Lbeg it for your [rj father’s 
• fakCi - . ‘ • 

to Jupiter’s. • 

L • RHA- 
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RHADAMANTHUS. 

Why ? 

C Y N I S C U S. 

I want to give evidence againft a certain 
perfon, whom 1 have known to be a fad rafcal. 
And I would have it appear how I have be- 
haved myfelf, before I accufe another; that 
tny teftimony may have the more weight. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

And who are you ? 

C Y N I S C U S. 

I am Cynifcus, my lord, by profeflion a phi- 
lofopher. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

Come then, take you your trial firft. — Mer- 
fcury, call his accufers. 

MERCURY. 

* 

If any manner of perfon hath any thing to 
fay againft Cynifcus, let him come forth ! 

RHA* 
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RHADAMANTHUS. 

Nobody appears! however, this is not fuf- 
ficient. Strip yourfelf, Cynifcus, that I may 
fee what [/&] brands you have. 

G Y N I S C U S. 

How could I become branded ? 

RHADAMANTHUS. . 

As many fins as a man commits, fo often, iri 
a manner imperceptible, is fie ftigmatized in his 
foul. 

C Y N I S C U S. 

Examine me then ; I am ftripped, you fee; 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

The man is quite free from any fpots at 
all! — except that there are three or four little 
marks fcarce diftinguilhable — Yes, here are the 
fears. Pray how was this ? how did you obli- 
terate thefe brands, Cynifcus ? 

C Y N I S C U S. 

I will tell you. Before I became a philofo- 
pher, I was guilty of many mifdemeanors 

[^] See Plato’s Gorgias. 

L 2 through 
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through ignorance, in confequence of which I 
contrafted many ftains. But, applying myfelf 
to the ftudy of wifdom, by little and little I 

waflied then> out of my foul. 

* 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

You certainly took the bell and moft cf- 
feftual remedy.— As foon as you have given 
** evidence againfl: the tyrant you mentioned, you 
may immediately repair to the [/] iflands of the 
blefled, there to refide amongft people like your- 
felf. — Call more. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

What relates to me may be very foon dif- 
*" patched. I am already naked, Rhadamanthus, 
for your infpeftion. 

R H.A DAMANTHUS. 

Who are you ? 

X M I C Y L L U S. 

I am Micyllus, the cobler. 

[/] Some have fancied thefe feats of blifs near the Straits 
of Gibraltar. Others have thought them fltuated on the ' 
north of Scotland. It is but jullice to the feniible foas of 
Caledonia to add, that they held no fuch abfurd opinion. 

RHA. 
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•RHADAMANTHUS. 

O rare Micyllus ! There is no appearance of 
z fpot in thee. Go with Cynifcu5.~Now caU 
the king, 

' 'MERCURY. 

Megapenthes, the fon of Lacydes, appear !— 
which way would you turn ? Come up ! — I call 
you, tyrant! — Take him by the collar, Tifi- 
phone, and bring him up whether he will or 
po. — Now, Cynifcus, let us know, what yo« . 
can lay to his charge : here he is. 

C Y N I S C U S. 

There is no great occafion for many words : 
it will appear from his brands what he is. How- 
ever, to fet the matter in the cleareft light, I 
will endeavour to defcribe him and his beha- 
viour. I lhall . pafs over his enormities in pri- 
vate life. But, when, after aflbciating with def- 
perate fellows as wicked as himfelf, he raifed , 
guards, and advanced himfelf to fovereignty, he 
Ihewed his authority over the city by putting 
to death more than ten thoufand perfons, with- 
out any pretence whatever. By proceeding in 
this manner, and feizing on the effeds of others, 

L 3 he 
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he foon became immenfely rich ; and of courfo 
ftuck at nothing his libidinous heart could de- 
vife. Every kind of cruelty, every fpecies of 
injury and infolence, his miferable fubjefts have 
undergone ! They were expofed to every extra- 
vagance of drunken riot : the innocence of nei- 
ther fex efcaped him, For his pride, his ar- 
rogance, his haughty difdain of every one he 
met, you can never fufficiently punilh him. A 
man might as fafely confront the meridian fun, 
as look with open eyes upon him. His un- 
heard-of punilhments, his genius for cruelty, 
cannot be fufficiently fet forth. Not even his 

V 

own family could efcape his brutal rage. If 
you fufpeft me of any prejudice againft him, 
you need only call the perfons he has murder- 
ed, who will confirm what I fay. And behold ! 
without being called, here they ar^ ! (landing fo 
thick around him, that they are ready to (lifle 
him. All thefe, Rhadamanthus, have been mur- 
dered by this inhuman rafcal. Some of them 
were aflTaffinated for having handfome wives; 
others, becaufe they could not bear his unnatu- 
ral abufe of their children. To be rich, to be 
wife, to be happy, to be virtuous enough to 

dillike 
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jdifl'.ke his abominable doing?, was reaf6n fuf- 
ficient with him to a ajan to death. 

R H A D A ?,i A N T H U S. 

t 

What do you anfwer, mifcreant, to tlus 
charge : are you guilty, or not guilty ? 

MEGAPENTHES. 

I own myfelt guilty of the murders. But I 
am innocent of the ocher crimes, the adulteries, 
the defiling of innocence, the unnatural debau- 
cheries ; concerning all which Cynifcus lies. 
He accufes me fallely. 

C Y N I S C U S, 

I am ready to make good my charge by uq- 
doubted evidence. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

What wkncfles will you call ? 

C Y N I S C U S, 

Call hither. Mercury, his [m] lamp and hfs 
bed [«] : let them teftifjr what they have beeq 
privy to. 

MERr 

[mi] The introduAion of fuch witnefles feems very repug- 
)isuu to our ideas of propriety. But it might be intended, 
L g$ 
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MERCURY. 

The bed and the lamp of Megapenthes, ap- 
pear in court ! — Very well, here they are. 

R H A D A M A*N THUS. 

Declare, each of you, what you know con- 
cerning this Megapenthes. And firft let the 
Bed fpeak. ^ • 

BED. 

All is true that Cynifcus has acc’ufed hini of, 

Tor my part, my Lord Rhadamanthus, I aip 
afhamed to mention his jpradlices on me. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

Your teftimony is fufficiently ftrong, fince- 
you cannot endure to recite his wickednefs.— 7: 

Now, Lamp, what hjave you to fay ? 

' . L A M P. 

I can fay nothing to his behaviour by day, • 

■ which, as I was not prefent, fell not under my " 
obfervation. But I fhudder to mention what ' , 

pafled in the night. I have feen numberlefs 
enormities not to be defcribed, far furpaffing all 

as Bourdclotius thinfcs, to ridicule certain philofophcrs, who 
held that every thing had a foul. See Spetlator, N° ,56. 
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(the reft ; fo that I often withheld my oil, and 
would have gladly withdrawn my light, which 
he applied to his moll filthy purpofes, and pPl- 
luted ail manner of ways. 

RHADAMANTHUS, , 

_ There is rt() need of furthfel- evidence. Come, 
Sir, ftrip, off with your purple, that We may 
fee how many fears you have, Aftonilhing! 
he is branded all over black and blue ! no part 
of him but what is difcoloured ! What muft we 
do with him ? which way (hall we punilli him ? 
(hall he be tofied into Pyriphlegethon, or thrown 
to, Cerberus ? 

C Y N I S C U S. 

No. Give me leave to propofe a new me- 
thod of puniftiment npt improper for him. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

I (hall be greatly pbliged to you, if you w91 
ipention it. 

C Y N I S C U S. 

It is the cuftom, I thinly, for all the dead to 
drink of the w^ter of Lethe ? 

mA- 
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RHADAMANTHUS. 

Yes. 

C Y N I S C U S. 

I would have him alone exempted. 

RHADAMANTHUS, 

Why ? 

e Y N I S C U S, 

It will be a moft grievous torture to recol- 
Icft what he has been above, to think of his 
power on earth, to recount his pleafures paft. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

I agree to it. Let this be his fentence ; that 
he be taken hence to Tantalus [«], and there 
chained, and everlaftir.gly remember the traij- 
faftions of his paft life, 

[»J Tantalus was one of thofe perfbns, who cannot ^re 
well without crying roajl nuat. After dining with the gods, 
his betters, he blabbed out all that pafietl amongft . his idle 
companions; for which he was punilhed with a perpetual 
longing to dine again. 
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THE 

> 

D R E A M'-’: 

O R, 

The COBLER and his COCK. 

* 

M I C Y L L U S. 

A PLAGUE take your fcreaming throat ! 
It is a very hard cafe that I may not 

tf * 

even dream of being happy, but muft have 
my ears pierced with the fqualling of a fpitc- 
ful cock, be roufed from my delightful riches, 
( and hurried back to poverty, more hateful ftill 

than even thy hideous fcream ! and yet as far as I 

fff] This has been well tranflatcd by Sir Henry Sheers, 
• who left out what he did not like, as D^Ablancourt had dono 
before him, 

can 
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can conjefture from the great ftillnefs of the 
air, and from my not feeling the bitter cold, 
which is an infallible token of approaching dayj 
it is not yet midnight. By fuch fuperabundant 
vigilance, one would imagine he guarded the 
golden fleece they talk of-, or what occafion 
for his crowing all night long ? But I will fpoil 
his fport, depend upon it. As foon as it is 
day-light, and I can lay hold of him, he Ihall 
have my good wilhes with a good flick, I af- 
fure him ! 

COCK. 

My good mafter, I thought I Ibould have 
done you a piece of fcrvice by waking you thus 
early. I am fure the earlier you rife, the more 
time you have for work: and, if you would 
get up in time, you might, before fun-rife, earn 
fomething towards a breakfaft, by the repair of 
an old fhoe. However, fince for riches in your 
fleep, you are contented to ftarve awake, go 
on and profper: I will difturb your golden 
dreams no more, but be as mute as a fifli. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Have mercy upon us ! the cock talks ? 

COCK. 
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COCK. 

What, is that fuch a wonder ? 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Wonder ? ay, furely •, I hope it forebodes no 
harm to me. 

COCK. 

Indeed, matter, you will pardon me ; but I 

* 

cannot help thinking you a very illitera'te fel- 
low, totally unread in the works of Homer. 
Homer, Sir, informs us,* that a [p\ Steed of 
Achilles, Xanthus by name, bidding adieu to 
neighing, flopped to make a fpeecli in the mid- 
dle of the battle. Nor was he contented to 
utter plain profe, as I do : verfe alone would 
ferve his turn, in which he proceeded like a 
very orderly prophet. Meanwhile not one of 
his audience was enough furprized to invoke 
the averter of evils, as you are pleafed to do. 
What do you think of a fpcech made by the 
keel of the ftiip Argo ? The beech of Dodona 
fpoke articulately, and foretold things to come. 
I fuppofe you never faw any [y] Ojchides creep, 

[0] Horn. II. xix. ver. 404. 

[f] Hom. Od. xil. 

or 
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or heard the lowing of the flelh, when dt warf 
half roafted, and pierced with a fpit. Surely it 
cannot ^ be deemed extraordinary for me to 
fpeak, who afn fo intimate with Mercury, the 
'moft eloquent goflip of all the gods; and who 
befides have the honour of living with Micyl- 
lus. 'However, be that as it will, if you will 
folemply promife roe not to mention it, I will 
explain to you this wonderful faculty of mine. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

If I truly am awSkc, and you are really talk- • 
ing to me, 1 beg you will tell me how it 
comes to pafs. You need not make me fwear 
fecrecy ; for, if I Ihould relate the ftory of this 
night’s adventure, nobody could believe it. 

COCK. 

You jhave ;beard ' nothing to wonder at yet.- 
But perhaps xpu may ,be fomewhat fufprized, 
when you are told, that I, who thus appear to 
you a cock, was once a man. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

f 

I have heard fuch a ftory. There’ was for- 
merly one Aledlryon [r], a iramelakc of yours, 
[r] AkHiyon in Greek lignifies a cock. 

2 who 
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who was a young man greatly in favour with 
Mars, being his confident in his amours^ and 
the conftant companion of his jollit)'; 'When- 
ever Mars paid "Venus a vifit, he took Alec- 
tryon along with him ; and being fadly afraid 
left Phoebus ftiould fee and tell Vulcan of him, 
he ufed to leave his friend without at the door, 
to give notice of the enemy’s approach. But, 
the youth happening to fall afleep, and of courfe 
being off his guard, the whole affair was dif- 
covered. The lovers had gone to reft, con- 
fiding in their centinelj and never perceived 
when Phoebus ftood by them* Vulcan, having 
had his leffon from him, caught them nap- 
ping, and fecured them both in a net, which he 
had provided for that purpofe. Mars after- 
wards, in a pafljon, transformed Aledlryon into 
a cock, ftill -retaining his arms and creft. His 
offspring to this very day, to make amends for 
the old mifearriage, are fure to be awake, and 
give notice of the fun’s rifing, long before it 
happens. 

COCK* 

That is an old ftory, with which I have no<‘ 
thing to do. Mine is a late affair, and quite 
different 

M MICYL- 
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MICYLLUS. 

How was it then ? I long to know. 

COCK. 

Have you never heard of one Pythag^as ? 

MICYLLUS. 

You mean the impertinent Sophift, who for- 
bade the eating of flefti, and of beans (which 1 
think the beft eating in the wwd) ; and who en- 
joined a continual filence for five years to- 
gether. 

COCK. 

He was Euphorbus, before he was Pytha- 
goras. 

MICYLLUS. 

Ay, they fay he was a great conjurer. 

COCK. 

Forbear your abufc, my good mailer, and 
fpeak with moderation of what you fo little 
underlRind : I am that very Pythagoras. 

MICYL- 
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M I C Y L L U S. 

A cock a philofopher ! more wonderful ftill ! 
Explain yourfelf, fon of Mnefarchus [j]. Front 
a man, you became a bird ; .from a Samian^ 
a Tanagrzean [/] ! I muft beg your pardon for 
fome little defedl of faith : I think I have al- 
ready difcovered in you two things vefy unlike 
tiny marks of Pythaigoras. 

COCK. 

What are they ? • 

M I C Y L L U S. 

One is, that you are a noify prater whereas 
Pythagoras enjoined five years filence : and the 
other is entirely repugnant to his principles. 
Yefterday having nothing elfe to give you, I 
brought you fome beans, which, you know, you 
eagerly picked up, without the leaft fcruplc of 
confcience. Either you lied in calling yourfelf 
Pythagoras j or, if you really are Pythagoras, 
you have violated your own law, and, in eating 
of beans, are as great a tranfgreflbr, according 

[j] Pythagoras was the fon of Mnefarchus of Samos. 

[/] Tanagra was a city of Boeotia, famous for a good 
breed of lighting cocks. 
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to what you taught your fcholars, as if you had 
devoured the [«] head of your father. 

' COCK. 

You do not underftand, Micyllus, what you 
talk about. When I was a philofbpher, I ab- 
ftained from beans, as it became me. Now I 
am a bird, I may fairly indulge my appetite 
with what is not forbidden a bird. — But, if you 
will, I will tell you how, from being Pythago- 
ras, I became what I now amj how many 
modes of life I have pafled through, and what 
was the good and ill attendant on every change. 

MICYLLUS. 

1 beg you will tell me: you cannot pleafe 
me better. Nay, if it were put to my choice, 
whether 1 would have my dream again, or en- 
joy your converfation, I know not which I 
fhould prefer : they are fo equally pleafant and 
preebus, fo deledtable, fo defirable. 

COCK. 

Are you ftill doating on that empty dream ? 

[»] Which a bean was thought to refemble. — ^For many 
curious reafons inducing Pythagoras to forbid the eating of 
beans, fee Bayle’s Ditftionary, article Pythagoras. 
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M I C Y L L U S. 

Yes, be aflured, while I have a day to live, 

I can never forget it. It left a delight in my 
eyes fweetcr than honey ; fo that I can fcarcely 
keep their lids from clofing again to fleep. 
The tickling your ear with a feather may give 
you fome idea of the fenfation I felt. 

COCK. 

It mull needs be a very fond dream, which, 
in fpite of its [w'] propenfity to fly, does not- 
withftanding love to pafs the boundary of fleep, 
with fweetnefs and clearnels in the eyes of a 
man wide awake ! I Ihould be very glad to . 
know what it was that did fo exceedingly ovtr<- 
joy you. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

I am not at all unwilling to relate every cir- 
cumftance of what is fo pleafant to remember. — 

But when will you favour me with the account 
of your tranfmigrations, Pythagoras ? 

COCK. 

When you have given over dreaming, and ' 
have wiped off the honey from your eye-lids. 

[w] nTiirtt at, 
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But firft I beg to know whether your drearn 
came flying through the gate of ivory or the 
gate of horn. 

MICYLLUS, 

Neither through the one nor the other, Pjrr 
thagoras. 

COCK. 

Homer [x] mentions only thofe two ways, 

M I C Y L L U S. 

t 

Plhaw* a foolifh old bard! What did h? 
know about dreams ? Perhaps indeed the dark 
dreams of fuch a blind fellow as he might pals 
through fuch beggarly gates. But my moft 
delicious of dreams came through a golden 
gate, golden itfelf, encompafled with gold, bring- 
ing with it abundance of gold ! 

COCK. 

Good Mr. Midas, let us hear lefs of gold, 
Your dream indeed very much refembles his ex- 
travagant wifli, for it has turned all into gold. 

[x] Odyfley xlx. imitated by Virgil, jEneid 6. 
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M I C Y L L U S. 

Oh! Pythagoras, what gold, what abund- 
ance of gold did I fee ! you cannot think how 
bright it was, how it gliftened I — What is it that 
Pindar fays in praife of it ? do you remember ? 
Firft, you know, be fays “ water is the beft 
thing but immediately after he bellows his 
higheft praifes on gold, as it became him. It 
is in the beginning of his fined ode, 

COCK. 

This is what you mean : 

Water excels ; but gold is far more bright. 
Like fire, that fparkles and expels the night, 

M I C Y L L U S, 

The very thing, upon my word 1 Surely Pin- 
dar mud have had a glimpfe of my dream, to 
fing fo wifely concerning gold. Liden, O mod 
learned cock, whild I deferibe it to thee. You 
know I did not fup at home yederday. The 
rich Eucrates, meeting me in the market-place, 

[ y] This beginning of Pindar’s firft ode is fuppofed to be 
an allufion to the doftrine of Thales, who taught, that wa- 
ter is the firft principle of all things, 
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invited me to come after bathing, and fup v?ith 

him, mentioning his hour, 

\ 

COCK. 

I know it very well, having been obliged 
to fall all day, till you came home late in the 
evening in your cups, with the five beans. It 
was but a homely repaft for a [2I champion lb 
diftinguifhed at the Olympick games ! 


M I C y L L U S. 

After my return from the feaft, having given 
you thofe beans, I went diredly to bed. When, 
as Homer fays, 

[a] While I lay {lumbering in ambrofial night, 

A dream divine appear’d before my fight. 

COCK. 

But firft of all tell me, Micyllus, how mat- 
ters were ordered at the houfc of Eu crates, what - 
kind of entertainment you met with, and all 

[s] Pythagoras, who modeftly called bimfelf a philolb- 
pher, that is, a lover of wifdom, was alfo a lover of boxing, 
tie made fome confidcrable improvements in the art, and 
pradliled it with fiiccefs at the Olympick games. 

[a] Horn. n. ii, ver. 56, 
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that pafled. By thefe means you may fup over 
figain, chewing the cud of recolledion, 

M I C Y L L U S, 

I was afraid that the enumerarion of fo many 
particulars would be troublefome to you, But, 
fince you afk for my ftory, you fhall have it. ' 
Having never before, in all my days, been 
aflced to a rich man’s table, by fome unac- 
countable good luck, I happened yefterday to 
light on Eucrates ; when, fainting my Lord, as 
ufual, I withdrew from his prefence,, to favc 
him the mortification of being feen in my fliab- 
by company. Upon which, “ Micyllus, fays 
he, this is my daughter’s birth-day, and 1 
have invited a good many friends upon the 
occafion. But, as I underftand one of them 
is in (i bad ftate of health, and hardly able to 
come out, do you bathe yourfelf and 
come in his room ; unlefs fie (hould fend 
“ word of being here himfelf, which at prcfent 
is very doubtful.” Hearing this, I made a 

[i] Which was ufual before 4 feaft or a &crifice. Horn, 
• Br?. vcr. 577, 
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'moll profound obeifance, and took my leave *, 
befeechmg all the gods, in their greateft good- 
nefs, to fend an ague, or pleurify, or twinging 
gout, to the fickly gentleman whofe place I was 
invited to fill at the feaft. I thought it an 
age to the time of bathing, looking every mo- 
ment at the [c] length of the lliadow. At laft 
the wifVied for hour arrived. Up I got im- 
mediately, and fet out, being drcflcd in my beft 
manner, fhewing my jacket to the greateft ad- 
vantage, by turning it inftde out. I found a 
vaft number of people at the gate, and, amongft 
the reft, my fick man, whofe place I had ex- 
pefted to have the honour of fupplying. He 
was carried by four petfons, and Ihewed very 
manifeft tokens of not being well. He fighed 
deeply, coughed, and retched moft pitcoufly, 
looked miferably bloated and wan, and feemed 
to be about fixty years of age. He was faid 
' to be one of thofe philofophers, who blab out 
their folly in the ears of youth. His beard was 

[f] The Ancients are faid to have determined the hour of 
the day by the length of their fiiadows. When a man’s 
(hadow was ten feet long, it was time to go to flipper. 
Though Micyllus would have been glad of a method more 
exatf yet he had probably no other dial but himfclf. 
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9 S bufliy as a goat’s, and ftood greatly in need 
of a barber. ' Being blamed by Archibius the 
phyfician, for coming out when he was ill, he 
anfwered, that a philofopher, of all men, could 
not negleft his duty, though befet by ten thou-' 
fand difeafcs. Befides, added he, Eucrates 
might think I flighted his friendlhip. Not at 
all, replied I, but greatly commend you for dy- 
ing at home by yourfelf, rather than belch out 
your phlegm and your foul at a feaft. This 
our high-minded philofopher pretended not to 
he^r. After a while comes Eucrates from the 
bath, and feeing Thefmopolis (for that was his 
name), “ Sir, faid he, 1 am greatly honouted 
“ by this favour. Though, had you not come, 

« you fliould have fared never the worfe j for 
I would have fent you every thing in turn.” 
Saying this, he went in, giving his hand to 
Thefmopolis, who was fupported by fervants, 

I was preparing to fneak off; when, turning 
about, and feeing me very melancholy, after ' 
much wavering and confideration, Come, Mi- 
cyllus, faid he, you lhall ftay too, notwith- 
Handing : I can make room for you, by fendr 
»_* ing ray boy into the women’s apartment, to 

V fup 
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“ fup with his mother.” I go quickly in upon 
this, in rather a better fituation of mind than 
the difappointed wolf ; though afhamed to 
think myfelf the caufe of fliutting out his fon 
from the feaft. When the time was come, 
about half a dozen very flout young men, with 
much ado, hoifted up Thefmopolis, and put 
him in his place, bolflering him up with pil- 
lows on either fide, that he might continue in 
the fituation in which they fet him, and hold 
out as long as polfible. Then, as nobody elfe 
would endure to fit next him [<i], that place fell 
to my (hare. Then we fell to work ! O Py- 
thagoras, there was fuch a flipper ! fuch a va- 
riety of dainties ! all filver and gold ! the cups 
were of gold ! the fervants were fo fine ! and 
then we had mufick too, and comical fellows to 
make a body laugh ! In Ihort, but for one pro- 
voking circumflance, nothing in life could have 
been more delicious. What I mean was the 
plaguy Thefmopolis, who vexed me to the 
v€ry heart with his tedious nonfenfe concerning 

[(T\ Grefner thinks, that 5f*o1jsnr« not only implies lolling 
together on the fame couch (according to the well-known 
cullotn at meals) but alfo making ufe of the fame trencher, 
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fomething called virtue. He did me the fa- 
vour to teach me, that two negatives make one 
affirmative, and that, when it is day, it is not 
night. Sometimes he faid 1 had [e} horns*, and 
ran over a long firing of learned cant, which I 
would molt willingly have excufed him ; for he 
fo interrupted the pleafure of the fcaft, that 
there was no hearing the mutick for him. Such 
was our banquet. 

COCK. 

Not the pleafanteft to you, Micyllus, whof© 
hard fate placed you with that old dotard. 

MICYLLUS. 

But now for my dream. — I thought that Eu- 
crates, who has no child, was going to diej 
that he fent for me; and that, after making 
his will, in which he appointed nrre heir of all, 
he did die. Immediately I entered upon his 
pofleffions, gold and filver without end, which 
flowed upon me like a ftream ! Every thing 
elfe, his flne clothes, his tables, his cups, his 
fervants, all, all were mine. I got into a chariot 

[?] Thefe horns allude to the captious argumentation then 
in ufe, and have nothing to do with the modern jeft. 
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drawn by white horfes, and, iii the lazieft af- 
dtudc imaginable, was gazed on and envied 
by all. They ran before me, rode about mcy 
followed me in fwarms. Arrayed in the gor- 
geous attire of Eucrates, with a number of mon- 
ftrous rings, quite fufficient for [/] fixteen fin- 
gers, I ordered a fumptuous feaft for the en- 
tertainment of my friends. My friends were 
come, the fupper was got, the wine fparkled.i 
I was drinking the golden goblet of friendlhip 
to every one prefent, and the defert was ferving 
up ; when on a fudden thy ill-timed fqualling 
broke up the company, threw down the tables*- 
and gave my riches to the winds. Now do you ■ 
think I had reafon to be angry? Oh! how 
glad would I have been to have enjoyed that 
dear dream for three whole nights together ! 

COCK. 

What,' are you fo greatly enamoured with 
wealth, Micyllus ? and do you think that gold 
is the only thing which can make a man 
happy ? 

[/] Eight ring! on the fingen were not uncommon. See 
Icaro-menippui. 
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M I C Y L L U S. 

I am not the only one of that opinion, Py- 
thagoras. You yourfelf, when Euphorbus, 
going out to fight againft the Grascians, braid- 
ed your curls with gold and filver j though in 
;war every body knows it is better to carry a 
piece of cold iron than a ringlet of yellow wire. 
However, you thought good to face your dan- 
ger with golden locks. And it was for that 
reafon, I imagine, that Homer faid you had 
hair like the Graces; becaufe it was crifped 
and twifted with gold and filver. For doubt- 
Icfs the precious metal much improved its va- 
lue, as well as added to its beauty and luftre. 
Nor is it any wonder that thou, O fon of Pan- 
thus, ftiouldeft honour gold. We know very 
well that the father of gods and men, the fon 
of Saturn and Rhea, being fmitten with an Ar- 
golick [fj] maid, when he could think of no- 
thing more lovely to transform himfelf into, or 

[f] Horn. II. xvii. 

[hi Acrilius, king of Argi, having been told by an Oracle, 
that he was to be llain by bis graudfon, (hut up his daughter 
Dauac in a chamber of brafs, y citadel not impervious to the 
amorous Jupiter. 

more 
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more likely to conquer the guards of her fk- 
ther, went through the tiles in a fiiower of gold^ 
and obtained the defired accefs to his charmen 
What more can be faid on the fubjeft ? How 
infinite are its ufes ! He, who has money, has 
beauty, and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, 
and glory. In one moment, by virtue of 
money, obfcurity and meanncfs are turned into 
fplendour and fame. You know my neighbour 
and fellow-craft, Simon. It is not long ago 
that he fupped with me, in the Saturnalia. I 
gave him broth and two flices of faufage. 

/ 

COCK. 

Yes ; I know him, the little flat-nofed fellow, 
who ftole our earthen pitcher, the only one we 
had. I faw him carry it off under his arm after 
fupper. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

And fo he, who invoked fo many gods and 
goddefles, was the thief all the while ! But pray 
why did not you fcream as loud as polTible, 
and make a difcovery, when you faw us robbed 
of our fubffance ? 

COCK. 
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COCK. 

I crowed, which is all that was then in my 
power. — But what of Simon? I thought yoU 
had fomething to fay of him. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

He had a coufin exceflively rich, named Dri- 
mulus. This man, while he lived, never be- 
llowed on Simon one fingle obolus; and na 
wonder, for he could not find in his heart to 
bellow any thing upon himfelf. However, on 
his lately dying, Simon being heir at law, every 
thing came to him. And now the poor dirty 
ragged wretch, who would have given one of 
his eyes for the privilege of licking a plate, is 
clothed in purple and violet, has his fervants, 
his equipage, his golden cups, his ivory-footed 
tables; is adored by every one, and is above 
even looking at me. Seeing him lately, I 
' thought it was but manners to fpeak: Your 
moll humble fervant, Simon, faid I, Upon 
which he mull needs be angry truly, and, calling 
to his people, “ Tell that beggar-fellow, faid he, 
“ not to clip my name : I am not Simon, bur 
N ‘‘ Simo- 
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“ Simonides [/■].” — But the higheft affair is, 
that the women are all in love with him. By 
turns he is prudilh, coquettifh, contemptuous, 
fond, and fickle. Some poor things are driven 
to diftradion, and proteft that without him life 
is a burden. You fee how many fine things 
gold can do ! It transforms into a beau the ug- . 
lieft fellow in nature. It has all the virtue of 
the Ceftus of Venus. You remember 
[/] O beauteous gold, bell boon to mortals given ! 

- and 

’Tis gold fupreme, that fways all human things.-— 

But pray what made you laugh ? 

COCK. 

I laughed at your ignorance of the condi- 
tion of the rich; I find you have embraced 
the vulgar error. But the truth is, they are 
much more wretched than you are. I have 

[/] “ IVhich was rhe name of a famous poet,” fays a 
commentator. In faying which, he fays nothing at all to the 
purpofe. The Ancients, when they grew rich and great, 
lengthened their names like the Moderns, though not ex- 
actly in the fame manner. 

[^] A Girdle, which Juno borrowed formerly, and which 
anfwered her purpofe. Horn. II. xiv. 

[1] Euripides. 
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been, often poor, and often rich; I have tried 
every fituation in life, and fpeak from expe- 
rience. You will be as good a judge of all thefe 
particulars by and by. 

M rC Y L L U S. 

Very well, Sir;— But now let me hear of your 
feveral changes, and how you are alFedted with 
the remembrance of each. 

COCK. 

With all my heart. And know this before- 
hand, that I never faw any man happier than 
you. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Oh! Sir, your humble fervantl You are - 
heartily welcome to my happinefs; and much 
good may it do you ! You Ihould not jeer an 
old friend, left he fliould be provoked to give' 
you as good as you bring.^ — But tell me all 
your ftory, beginning at Euphorbus, how you 
afterwards were transformed into Pythagoras, 
and lb on, till in due time you became a cock. 

In fuch various modes of exiftence you mu ft 
N 2 have 
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have beheld and encountered a great variety 
of incidents. 


COCK. 

As to my foul flying originally down from 
Apollo, to do penance on earth in the body of 
a man, that would be a tedious tale to recount ; 
and befidcs it is neither proper for me to re- 
late, nor for you to hear. But when 1 was 
Euphorbus — 

MICYLLUS. 

Pray, wonderful Sir, before you go any far- 
ther, have I too gone through fuch changes ? 
I would fain know who I was before this cob- 
ler that I am now. 


COCK. 

Gone through fuch changes ? Ay, certainly. 
MICYLLUS.. 

Can you tell me then what I was ? I long to 
know. 

COCK. 
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COCK. 

You were an Indian [ot] Emmet, employed 
, in fcratching up gold. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

What a blockhead was I, not to bring a few 
fcrapings into this ftate of coblerfliip, to buy 
victuals with ! — But pray what am I to be 
next ? I fuppofe you can tell that too. If it 
is any thing good, I will get up direftly and 
hang myfelf on your perch, 


COCK. 

That is a knowledge, which thou canft not 
obtain.— .But, as I was going to fay, when I 
was Euphorbus, being ilain by Menelaus in 
the Trojan war, after fome time I became Py- 
thagoras. In the mean time I continued with- 
out any fettled habitation, till Mnefarchus pro- 
vided me one, 


M I C Y L L U S, 

But you had victuals and drink ? 

[^] Thefe Indian Emmets, according to Herodotus, are 
about the iize of a middling dog. 'They differ alfo from 
pthcr pifmires iQ throwing up hills of gold. Herod, p. i aS. 
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COCK. 

No i it is only the body that requites fuch 
aid. 

M-I C Y L L U S. 

Well, but the affairs of Troy — were they a? 
Horaer,reprelcnts them ?. 

COCK. 

My dear Sir, how fhoiild Homer know any 
thing of the affairs of Troy, who was all the 
time a camel in Badtria ? You may depend 
upon this, that things are greatly exaggerated : 
Ajax was not fo broad-fhouldered, nor Helen 
fo^ fair, as people imagine, I faw, indeed a 
woman, with a long white neck, like the daughter 
of a fwan j but flie was very old, almoft as old 
as Hecuba [«]. Thefeus firft carried her off, 
and had her at Aphidnae. He was contem- 
porary with Hercules, by whom Troy was firft, 
taken, in the age of our fathers. I was told 
this by Panthus, who remembered, when a little 
boy, to have feen Hercules. 

[«] According to this account Helen muft have been 
about threefcore, when her beauty was fo extremely bewitch, 
ing. See Bayle’s Diftionary, 

. MICYL- 
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M I C Y L L U S. 

But what of Achilles ? v/as he fo great ia 
every refpeft ? or is it all a fable ? 

COCK. 

I Was not acquainted with him, and can fay 
but little on the fubjeft : you know I was not 
on the fide of the Greeks. But as for his 
friend Patroclus, it was my fortune to£o] dif- 
patch him, which I eafily efFefted by running 
him through with a fpear. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

After which Menelaus did your bufinefi with 
ftill greater eafe. But enough of this. I wanf 
to hear fomething of Pythagoras. 

- COCK. 

To give you my charader in few words, I 
was a fophift (fince the truth muft be told) ; 
yet notwithftanding a man of real learning, and 
{killed in the moft liberal arts. I travelled into 
Egypt to confer with the wife men. I enter- 
ed the holy recefles, and read the books 'of 

[0] This 'is not ftridly Homerical. Euphorbus indeed 
wounded Patroclus, but H&ftor flew him, II. xvi. 

N 4 Orug 
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Orus and Ifis. After that I returned into Italy ^ 
and the Greeks, who lived there, were fo ftruck 
with my dofitrine, that they revered me as a 
God. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

1 had heard all this before ; and alfo that you 
were believed to revive after death, and that 
you fometimes fliewed a golden thigh. — But 
pray refolve me this : how came it into your 
head to make a law againft eating flelh and 
beans ? 

COCK. 

Pray, Micyllus, do not afk mo. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Why not ? 

COCK. 

I am alhamed to tell you. 

MICYLLUS. 

Why fliould you be fo referved with me your 
friend ? For I will no longer pretend to be your 
mafter. 

COCK. 

V . I 
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COCK. 

In fa£t I had no folid, no reafonable motive 
at all. But I faw, that, if my inftitutions con- 
tained nothing new and uncommon, I Ihould 
mifs of the admiration of mankind, which is 
conftantly bellowed on what is far-fetched and 
httle known. I therefore determined to fur- 
prize the world with foraething myfterious, 
which Ihould be guefled at by all, but under- 
ftood by none ; like the ambiguous uncertainty 
pf an oracle. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Do you confider that you are making a fool 
, pf me, and playing the fame game over again, 
which you did with the people of Croton, Me- 
tapontium, and Tarentum, and the reft of your 
dumb difciples, who adored the very prints of 
your feet ? — But, when you put off Pythago- 
jraSf what form did you next aflume ? 

COCK. 

I thei> became Afpafia, the harlot of Miletus. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Oh! forlhame! Pythagoras a female I Then, 
py good Sir, there was a time when you re- 

fembled 
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fembled a hen more than you do now. You 
lay.no eggs at prefent. You remember, Afpa- 
fia, being acquainted with Pericles. You were 
with child by him. You then carded and fpun, 
Fythagoras> and ^ed in all refpeds like a 
woman. 

* ^ 

COCK. 

What you fay is all very true. But it is no 
more than Tirefias, and Coeneus the fon of 
Elatus, did before me. So that whatever rcr 
proaches you call upon me will fall quite as 
heavy upon them. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Well, but which did you find the pleafanter 
life of the two, to be a man, or to be the mif- 
trcfs of Pericles ? 

COCK. 

You afk a queftion, which Tirefias found it 
inconvenient to anfwer. 

M I C Y L L U-S. 

Though you do not think proper to explain 
yourfclf on that fubjeft, Euripides has done it 

for 
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for you, who fays, he had rather thrice bear a 
fliield than once a. child. 

COCK. 

I will put you in mind of this converfation 
by and by, Micyllus, when you are in childbed, 
^or, as ages go round, you too are likely tp 
be a woman, and more than once or twice. 

M I.C,Y L L U S. 

Go ! Do you think all men Milefians or Sa- 
mians ? They fay [p] Pythagoras was very hand- 
fome. There is a certain ftory of a monarch— 
But after Afpafia, what were you then ? a man, 
pr a w'oman ? 

COCK. 

I was Crates the Cynick. 

MICYLLUS.. 

My ftars ! what a change ! from a whore tq 
a philofopher 1 

COCK. 

Then I was a king, then a be^ar, and theq 
^dord, thenahorfe, then a jadcdaw, then q' 

[/] See Diogenes Laertius, 

ffOg? 
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frog, and a thoufand other things which it 
would tire you to hear. Then I was a cock. 

I have been often one. I like it. In this fta- 
tion I have ferved many very different mafters, 
kings and beggars, rich and poor. At pre- 
fent I am a domeftick of yours. Every day of 
my life I laugh to fee you weeping and wailing ■ 
on account of your poverty, admiring the rich, 
becaufe you are ignorant of their concerns. If 
you did but know what they feel, you would 
laugh at your own folly, in imagining that' a 
inan muft be happy, becai^fe he has wealth, ' 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Well then, Pythagoras, or whatever elfe you 
like beft to be called, for I would not make 
confufion by a variety of names — 

COCK. 

It fignifies little what you call me, wheth^ 
Euphorbus, or Pythagoras, or Afpafia, or Crates; 
which ate all the fame. Though I fhould like 
beft to be called what I now am. With fo 
many reverfions of fouls, I am not a defpica- 
ble bird. 

MICYl^- 
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M I C Y L L U S. 

Since then you have had experience of almofl: 
every ftate of life, explain to me, good Sir, 
what there is peculiar to wealth, and what to 
poverty; that I may be a better judge of what 
you fay, when you aflert that I am happier than 
thofc who are richer. 

COCK. 

Only confider, Micyllus. In the firft place 
you have no great occafion to trouble your head 
about war. For, when you are told of the 
enemy’s approach, you are neither afraid for 
your fields, nor your pleafure grounds ; you nei- 
ther dread their treading down your flowers, 
nor their deftroying your vines: all that you 
have to do, on hearing the alarm, is only to 
look out for an opportunity of marching off 
with whole bones. But the rich, befides the 
concern for their perfonal fafety, cannot but 
feel the moft cutting anguifli, when they behold 
from the city walls whatever they poflfefled in 
the country round ravaged and laid wafte. If 
money is required for the exigencies of ftate, 

whence 
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v?hence can it be cxpefted but from them alone ? 

If an attack is to be made on the enemy, who 
will follow unlefs they lead ? If the honour be 
their’s, fo is the danger. You, with your wil- 
low fhield, can eafily beftir yourfelf, and pro- , 
vide for your fafety ; and, when the General 
makes the oblation after a vidory, you are al- 
ways ready to be at the feaft. In the time of 
peace, you, who are one of the people, alTume 
your confequcnce. You enter the aflembly, 
and domineer over the rich ; while the)^, in fear 
and dread, are glad to be friends with you at 
any rate. They provide baths, and games, and 
ftiews, and every thing to foothe you. You, 
a moft rigid critick and cenfor, with all the 
haughtinefs of power, fometimes condefeend not - 
even to fpeak to them. Nay, when to your 
high mightinefs it feems meet, you fcruple not 
to ftone them ; and, if you. are very angry in- 
deed, to confifeate tireir eftates. Meanwhile 
you neither dread craft nor violence. Your 
gold tempts no midnight fpoiler. You are not 
tormented with long reckonings ; you avoid 
bad debts, employ no rafcally fteward, nor are 
diftrafted with a multiplicity of cares. In the 
2 evening. 
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evening, when your work is done, and you 
have earned your feven oboli, you have your 
choice of indulgences. After bathing, you ex- 
hilarate your fpirits with an anchovy, or a her- 
ring, or a few onions, or what you like beft. 
Your good humour then flows out in many a 
good old fong, and many a precious fcrap of 
philofophy in happy alliance with poverty. 
This hearty way of life gives a bloom to your 
cheeks, and ftrength to your limbs, with a con- 
tempt of froft and fnow. Alert and adive 
with conftant labour, you chearfully encounter 
with difficulties, which others would tremble 
to think of. With regard to difcafes, none of 
the dangerous ones ever invades you. Ip cafe 
of a flight fever, you are your own phyficiap, 
and foon drive it away for fevers and hunger 
agree not long together. They fly from him, 
who takes no draughts befides draughts of wa- 
ter. But the wretched votaries of luxury, 
from what that is bad can they efcape ? gouts, 
confumptions, peripneumOnies, dropfies — are 
they not all the children of intemperance ? 
Thoie who, like Icarus, Ibar aloft, and venture 
too near the fun, forgetting the wax which 

fattens 
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fattens their wings, foon come tumbling down 
head foremott into the fea. While the true 
difciple of Dtedalus, contented on this fide 
the flcies, and even flying fo low as to be now 
and then wetted with a wave, bids fair to fly 
in fafety. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

I fuppofe you mean a reafonable and mode- 
rate man. 

COCK. 

How wretched are the wrecks of ambition! 
Think how the v/ings of Croefus were clipped 
by the Perfians, and what an abjedl figure he 
was on the funeral pile ! Dionyfius, from being 
the tyrant of a mighty realm, became the mo- 
narch of a fchool, in which he iflTued edids on 
the royal art of fpelling ! 

M I C Y L L U S. 

But tell me, good Cock, when you were a 
king (for fuch I underttand you have been), 
what did you think of that life ? Were you 
not perfedly happy, in having attained the fum- 
-mit of human felicity ? 

COCK. 
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COCK. 

Put me not in mind of fuch unfpeakable 
Wrctchednefs. That I appeared happy is true j 
but alas ! it was but appearance ! my mind w'as 
devoured with unceafing anxiety. 

M I C Y L L U S; 

Impolilble ! I know not how to believe you. 

COCK. 

1 was king of a very extenfive, fruitful, and 
populous country, containing many cities of 
moft admirable beaury, with many navigable 
rivers, and many excellent feaports. I had a 
Vaft army, cavalry well difeiplinedi a large body 
of guards, galleys for pleafure, money without 
end, curious works in goldj and in fHort every 
article in the farce of date. Whenever I ap- 
peared abroad, they adored me as a God, pufh- 
ing and I'queezing one another to fee me. Some 
would climb up to the tops of houfds, to be 
blefled with a full view of my equipage, my 
royal robe, my diadem, my retinue. I all this 
while was the fecret prey of ten thoufand tor- 
tures. Their admiration might be forgiven. 
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as the efFefk of ignorance. But alas! poor me! 
Though in their eyes I was a Coloffus, in my 
own opinion I was little and pitiful enough. 
Obferve the outfide of a fine figure of Jupiter 
or Neptune, fafhioned in gold or ivory by the 
nice hand of Phidias, or Myron, or Praxiteles ; 
you cannot but admire it. In the right hand 
you are ftruck. with the exa£t reprefentation of 
a thunderbolt or a trident [y]. But, if once 
you get a peep at the infide, your admiration 
abates, and you difcover that all is not gold 
that gliftens. You there fee, certain bars and 
wedges and nails driven every way, pieces of 
wood, pins, pitch, and clay, and whatever elfe 
can deftroy all form and figure. I mention not 
the mice and other vermin that occafionally 
have a colony there. Such a thing is a king- 
dom. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

But -you have not fpecified the clay and the 
wedges and the bars, which deform the inte- 

[j] There are many paflages in thU tranflation, to which 
it was not diflicult to give a more modern tarn. Bat a 
tranflation of fuch paflages without any marks of the ori- 
einal idea would be no tranflation at all. ' 

I - rior 
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rior parts of government. I am fure, to ride 
about in ftate, to command fo many thoufandS 
with a nod, and to be worfbiped like a deity, 
are privileges very great and very inviting ; of 
which your CololTus was a very proper illuftra- 
tion. Now finilh your comparifon, and tell 
me what you have to counterbalance all thefe . 
fine things. 

cock; 

i : 

It is not eafy, Micyllus, to determine what 
to begin with. I fhall mention fears, anxieties, 
fufpicions, furrounding hatred, reftlefs intrigue, / 
ihort and broken flumbers difturbed with hor- 
rid dreams, roving imaginations, evil expefta- 
tions, perpetual attention on bufinefs without 
end, trials, expeditions, edifts, compads, con- 
fultations. Expofed continually to all thefe, do 
you think it poffible to enjoy any comfort even 
in a dream ? When one man muft be conltant . 
watch for all, occupied in ten^thoufand things 
at once. 

[r] The fon of Atreus found no fvveets in fleep; ' 
Since cares in him eternal vigils keep: 

[r] Horn. II. X. ver. 3. 

O i Homer 
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Homer fays this of him, at a time, whcti every* 
other Greek was fnoring— The Lydian king is 
afHidted with a dumb fon. The Perfian mo- 
narch is deferred by Clearchus, who raifes troops 
for Cyrus. Another is vexed with Dion, who 
concerts meafures with Syracufe. Thepraifes 
of Parraenio are grievous to another. Ptolomy - 
troubles Perdiccas. Seleucus plagues Ptolomy. 
To have a treacherous miftrefs, to hear the 
rumour of an intended revolt, to obferve three 
or four of the guards circulating an important 
whifper, always to fufpeft thofe moft who are 
their moft familiar friends as perfons frOm 
whom nothing good is to be expeded — this laft 
is wretchednefs indeed. One king is poifoned by 
his fon. Another dies in an unnatural embrace. 

By fome fimilar death they commonly fall. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Fie upon it! what an account you giv6 ! 

. At this' rate it is a fafer kind of life to ftoop 
over an old Ihoe, than to drink cOurtefy [r] and 

[j] — nv.Ua aconica bibuntur 

FiSilibus. ' Juvenal x. ver. 2^. 

— No doubts the poor roan’s draughts control ; 

He dreads no polfon in his homely bowl. 

I?rydcu’s tranflarion. 

poifon 
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poifon out of a golden goblet. If indeed my 
knife flips in cutting my leather, I am in dan- 
ger of cutting my finger. But they, it ap- 
pears, have not even their banquets unftained 
with blood, but are for ever befet with all man- 
ner of mifchief. A king, when he falls, is 
hardly in better plight than one of the proftrate 
aflors in a tragedy, of which you muft have 
feen many. Perhaps he reprefented Cecrops, 
or Sifyphus, or Telephus, with his diadem, 
and ivory-hilted fword, with his ftreaming hair, 
and embroidered robe : but if, as it often hap> 
pens, the great man meets with a tumble upon 
the ftage, he is the laughing-ftock of every 
fpeftator : his mafk and diadem are cracked, 
not only his royal but his real head is broken \ 
his legs unprotefled by his train tell a beggar- 
ly tale of rags, difplaying ugly bufleins ill buck- 
led, and as badly fitting his feet. You fee, my 
good Sir, that you have taught me to make 
a fimile. — Well, fuch was the condition of ma- 
jefty. But, when you were a horfe, or a dog, 
pr a filh, or a frog, how then ? 

O 3 COCK, 
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,C O C K. 

At prefent we have not time to difcufs that 
point. I will only obfervc in general, that 
man, encompaflfed as he alone is with praeter- 
natural defires and fantaftical wants, >has the 
lead quiet of any animal under the fun. I be- 
lieve you will never lee a horfe a tax-gatherer, 
a frog a fycophant, a jackdaw a fophift, a gnat 
a cook, a cock a patlrick : fuch illuftrious oc- 
cupations are followed by man. alone, 

M I C Y L L U S. 

« t 

No doubt what you fay is exaflly right. But 
(1 beg your pardon) in my early youth I long- 
ed to be rich, and cannot get it out of my 
head to this very day. This very moment I 
think I fee all the gold of my dream ; and, 
from my foul, I envy that rafcally Simon, who 

battens in fuch plenty. 

\ • 

COCK. 

I can cure you of that this very night. Only 
come along with me. I will take you to that 
Simon, and to the houfes of other rich men, 
that you may be a witnefs of their fituation. 

MICYL- 
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» 

M I C Y L L U S. 

How can you do that, when the doors ar^ 
fliut ? would you make a houfebreaker of me ? 

COCK. 

No. But Mercury, whofe bird I am, has 
beftowed on me this peculiar privilege, that, 
if any perfon takes the longeft foft crooket^ 
feather of my tail — ' 

M I C Y L L U S. 

You have two juft alike. 

COCK. 

I fay, if I pluck off this feather on the right, 
whatever perfon I think fit to give it to, 
will have during my pleafure the power of 
opening any door, and. of feeing whatever is 
within, while himfelf is invifible. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Upon my word 1 did not know that you. 
were a conjurer. But I am glad of it with all 
my heart. Do but lend me the feather, and, 
you lhall fee Simon’s whole eftate brought hi- 

O 4 
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thcr in a minute ; I will manage that. So he 
may once more be leduced to live upon leather. 

COCK. 

That cannot be, You are not authorized to 
fteal by means of my feather*, and Mercury 
has commanded me, if any fuch attempt fliould 
be made, to crow out “ Thieves !*' as loud as 
pofTible. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

A very likely thing indeed ! that Mercury, 
who is a thief himfclf, Ihould diflike the pfo- 
felTion in another ! But however let us go. I 
will keep my fingers from the gold, if poffible. 

COCK. 

But firfi; pluck off the feather. Hold ! you 
have got them both. 

M I C YL L U S. 

It is better fo: both fides of your tail being 
alike, you will not be disfigured, nor limp in 
your gait. 

COCK. 

Well, let it be fo. But Ihall we yifit Simon 
firft, or Ibme other rich man ? 

MICYL- 
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M I C Y L L y S. 

Let us go to Simon’s by dl means. Since 
piy gentleman grew rich, he has doubled hi^ 
name: nothing lefs than four fyllables will 
ferve him.-»But this is the houfe } what muft 
be done now f 

COCK. 

Put the feather to the lock. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Oh wonderful ! the door flies open, as with 
a key ! 

. COCK. 

Step in. Do not you fee him wide awake, 
poring over his accompts ? 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Yes i I fee him fitting over a little dim thirfty 
wick of a candle. He is as pale as alhes ! quite 
gone to a fhadow. What, is it care that pines 
him fo ? I never heard of any, other diftempcr 
he had. 

COCK. 

Hufh ! let us hear what he is about. 

SIMON. . 
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SIMON. 

' Stay— the feventy talents buried under the 
bed — they are fafe— nobody fawl I wifh I 
could fay as much of the fixteen hidden under 
the manger. The groom Sofylus certainly faw 
me. Yes, yes, he is become very fond of the 
liable of late ; though carelefs enough before, 
and very little in love with labour. That is 
not all I have been robbed of, I dare fay. Or, 
how came Tibius by fuch a relilhing difli yefter- 
day ? It feems tooi that he laid out [/] five 
drachmas in an ear-ring for his wife. All that 
they fpend muft be the property of poor me. 
Some rafeal or other will break into my houfe 
as fiire as can be: I wifli my plate was fafe. 
There are many malicious perfons who would 
be glad of an ppportunity to ruin me; and 
Itonc more than my neighbour NKcyllus. 

. M I C Y L L U S. 

Yes, to be fure, I am a HttleTike yourfelf at 
prefent •, for I have tucked a difh or two. un- 
der my arm, which I intend to carry off. 

COCK. 
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COCK. 

! lyiicyllus, he will difcover us. 

SIMON. 

It is quite neceflary for me to keep awake, 
and be upon my guard. I will go round the 
whole houfe.— Hah ! who is here ? What, you 
have broken into my houfe — but I fee you!^ — 
oh! it is only a pillar; very well! — I will take 
up my money again, and. count it once more, 
to fee that it is all right. — Hark! I hear a 
noife again — there is fomebody ! woe is me ! 
befet and betrayed and attacked on all Tides !->« 
Where is my dagger ?— ^Let me but catch 
you ! — Softly now ; let me bury my gold again. 

COCK. 

You fee what a comfortable life Simon’s 
is. — But let us go to fome other, while a little 
of the night remains. 

M I C Y L L U S. 

W’retched indeed ! may all my enemies be 
as rich as he! — I will juft ^ve him a good flap 
on the face, by way of taking leave. . 

' - , . . • ‘ SIMON. 

h * t 
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SIMON. 

Who is that ? alack ! alack ! I am wound- 
ed ! lam robbed ! I am robbed ! 

M I C y L L U S. 

MayeH thou lament and watch and pine till 
thou art as pale as thy gold ! — If you think 
fit, we will now vifit Gniphon the ufurer : he 
lives juf^ by.— r-His door is open to oyr hands. 

COCK; 

He too, you fee, is fleeplefs with care, and, 
with withered fingers, is calling up his intereft. 
Yet how foon mull he leave all, to be perhaps 
a moth, a gnat, or a fly 1 

M I C Y L L U S, 

I fee the poor fool. He is already very lit- 
tle more than one of the diminutive things you 
mention ; he is fo walled with computation. — • 
But let us go to another. 

COCK. 

To your friend Eucrates, if you will. Be- 
hold ! the door is open, fo that we may gq 
in direftly. . 

MICYL, 
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M I C Y L L U S. 

All this was mine alas ! how little a while 
ago! 

COCK. 

Are you dreaming ftill ? There ! do you fee 
that abominable fellow, that old fellow, what 
he is about ? 


M I C Y L L U S. 

Infamous unnatural wretch! — His wife is 
with the cook in a different part of the houfe, 
in a very unfeemly fituation. 

COCK. 

Now do you long to be the heir of Eu- 
crates ? would you defire to fuccecd to what 
you have feen ? 

M I C Y L L U S. 

Rather let me perifh with hunger than have 
any refemblance to him I Farewell gold * fare- 
well feafting ! Let all my eftate confift of two 
oboli, rather than live in dread of being rob- 
bed by my fervants ! 

COCK. 
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COCK. 

t i 

But come, it is almoft day-break •, let us go 
home. You may fee the remainder another 
time. 


« •» w 
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xMENIPPUS and his FRIEND4 
M E N I P P U S. 

F rom the earth to the moon, Which was 
my firft ftage [w], three thoufand ftadia I 
from thence up to the fuii about [wj five hun- 
dred pafafangs! from thence to heaven itfelf 
and the lofty citadel of Jove, about as far as a 
good nimble eagle carl fiy iu a day ! 

FRIEND. 

In the name of wonder, Menippus, what are 
all thefe grand things you are meaforing and 

[tt] J75 miles. This is foniewhat different from a latei 
account, which makes the diffanee about 6o femidiameten 
of the earth, 

[^o] 187$ miles, fuppofing the Perfian meaiiu’e pata&ng 
equal to 30 itadia, 

P mutter- 
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muttering about ? I have followed you this half 
hour, and hear of nothing but funs and moons 
and ftations and parafangs, and other outlandilh 
fluff. 

'menippus., 

' Wonder not at my aerial fublimity of ftyle, 

I was going over the heads of a late extraor- 
dinary expedition. 

* -ft » . * « 

FRIEND. 

So, like the [*] Phoenicians, you traced your 
way with ftars ! ’ ‘ t 

M E N I P P U S. . 

No, truly j but I travelled in the ftars. 

• FRIEND. 

On my word you have had a comfortable 
nap, if you have dreamt over whole parafangs. 

The Phoenicians were very fkilfiil navigators. With- 
out the aid of the compafs, they found their way to Cornwall 
many ages ago, where they left feveral Greek words, which 
temain there to this day. The inhabitants of that country 
(as is fuppofbd) not fubmitting patiently to be plundered of 
their tin, thefe adventurers thought it very uncivil, and car- 
ried home fuch a character of them as Horace afterwards ex- 
preflcd by Britannos hofpitibus feros.' 

MENIP. 
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Pr’ythee talk not of dreaming to me, tv ho 
iim juft come from Jupiten 

FRIEND, 

What ? Menippus from heaven ? from Ju- 
piter ? 

MENIPPUS. 

From the great Jove himfelf this very day. 
What wonders have I heard and feen ! If you 
do not choofe to credit what 1 fay, that very 
circutriftance adds to the extravagance of my 
delighf in having bfeen happy befyoild belief. 

FRIEND. 

Thou divine and Olympian Menippus, how 
Ihould i, a mere eanh-begottert mdi^al, pre- 
fume to doubt what is brought from beyond 
the clouds, by one admitted into the fociety 
of Homer’s celeftials ? But pray. Sir, if it is 
not too much trouble, tell me how you got 
up. Where could you find a ladder long 
enough ? For I hardly think you handfome 
enough to be flown away with by the eagle; 
for a cup-bearer, as Ganymede was. 

P 2 MEN IP- 
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4 

M E N I P P U S. 

Very fine ! You may be juft as merry as you 
pleafe. Sir, with my won^ierful afccnt. But I 
wanted none of your expedients of ladders or 
eagles j for I had wings of my own. 

r 

FRIEND. 

You far exceed Diedalus : I was quite ig- 
norant of your having commenced kite or 
jackdaw. 

M E N I P P U S. 

. ^V,hcn you mention, Daedalus, you are not 
very wide of the m^rki for I put in praftiec 
his original inventioiu 

FI^IEND. 

A ro<^, undaunted. Hero indeed ! And had 
you. no apprehenfions of a fall any where^ into 
the water ? Tlhcn we might have had the, IV^- 
■ nippean fca, a^.welL as the Icarian. 

* M E N I P P U S. 

I had no fears about the master. The wings 

’ i. 1 ■ t . 

of Icarus were, fattened with wax j fo that the 
firft approach to. the fun muft neceffwily dif- 

joift 
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join them, and give him a falL But min^ wa* 

better contrivance. 

FRIEND. 

I fliould be glad to comprehend you. For 
fomehow or ocher 1 begin to imagine there is 
fomc reality in what you fay. 

M E N I P P U S. 

I will tell you. I caught a huge eagle and 
a fturdy vulture, and having fairly cut off their 
wings — bur, if you have leifure to hear me, 
I will begin with my motives for the under- 
taking, and tell you every circumftance of the 
(lory. 

FRIEND. 

I am all attention. By all that is friendly, 
do not think of leaving me hanging the ears 
in tlie air. 

M E N I P B U S. 

•By no means. Having examined into the 
affairs of this life, I difeovered all human 
things to be ridiculous, mean, and uncertain. 
Accordingly, w'ith a mod hearty contempt ci 
riches, honour, and power, and all that belongs 
? 3 
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to them, I betook myfelf to better employment, 
endeavouring to lift up my eyes and conteiu- 

M • 

plate the univerfe. And firft I could not tell 
what to make of what the wife men call the 
world. I could not difeover the caufe and man- 
ner of its exiftence, whence it derived its be- 
ginning, nor what was to be its end. And, 
the more I descended to particulars, my diffi- 
culties were the more increafed. I faw the ftars 
fcattered at random through the fley, and long- 
ed to know fomething of the fun. The ap- 
pearances of the moon werp beyond my com- 
prehenfion •, to fome occult caufe I attributed 
the multiplicity of her phafes. The impe- 
tuous aftivity of thunder and lightning, the 
defeending rain, fnow, and hail, were what I 
could not trace out, nor conjefture the caufe 
of. In this date of anxious uncertainty, I 
thought my beft way would be to confult the 
learned philofophers. For certainly, thought 
I, they muft be able to tell me, the exaft trpth 
of every thing. Having therefore fixed on the 
moft knowing of them (as I judged from the 
fournefs of their looks, their pale complexions, 
and long beards) paying down a large fum of 


Digitized by Google 


ICAR O-M E N I P P U S. 2Ig 

fnoney, and promifing a great deal more, when 
I fljould attain the fummit of fapience, I dc- 
fired to be taught the conilitution of the uni> 
verl'e and the high flights of fermocination. 
For indeed to me they feemed to ufe a lan- 
guage they had learned in heaven. But alas ! 
inftead of delivering me from my former ig- 
norance, they (Wily ferved every day to increafe 

•$ 

it, filling my ears with principles, flnal caufes, 
;uoms, vacuums, matter, forms, and other jar- 
'gon equally intelligible. But what was the leafl: 
of all to be endured was, that, though no two 
of thefe men arc agreed in any one point, but 
each is perpetually at war with all the reft ; yet 
every one infifted on my implicit faith in him, 
and utter rejedion of ail the reft. 

FRIEND. 

It is ftrange that men fo wife fhould differ fo 
from one another. 

M E N I P P U S. 

You muft laugh, were you to hear the im- 
pudence of thefe fellows. A let of earth-born 
mortals, not at all fuperior to their brother->rep- 
tilcs, juft as blind as their neighbours, nay fome 
P 4 of 
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of them literally ib tlirough age and tdlenels, 
do notwithlUnding undertake to preicribe boun- 
daries to heaven, to meafure the fun’s orb, to 
tread over the head of the moon; and, as if 
they were juft dropped from the ftars, to tell 
us their fize and lhapq. Who, though per- 
haps they know not the. diltance from Megara 
to Athens with any tolerable exai^uefs, yet 
have the aifurance to mention the number of 
cubits between the fun and moon, to teach us 
the height of the atmofphere, the depth of the 
fea, the precile orbit of the earth i and, with 
all the parade of circles, triangles, iquares, and 
globes, to make us believe they meafure to an 
inch, even heaven itfclf. Is it not the very 
laft degree of pride and folly, that, in treating 
of matters fo obfcurc, nothing is ever propofcd 
as conjedture, but ?ach epdeayours to outdq 
the other’s prefumption, and is ready to take 
an oath, that the fuii js a lump of fire, that the 
moon is inhabited, that the fun, as with a 
bucket in a well, draws up water put of the 
fea, and gives drink to all the ftars. You lee 
what a clalhing of fentiments there is aroongft 
tliem, which indeed goes through every part of 

S ' 
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th«ir doftrinc, For firft they cannot agree in 
opinion concerning the world. Some will hare 
it without beginning and incorruptible j white 
others have ventured not only to find out a 
maker for jt, but alfo his manner of going to 
work [y]. Thefe laft arc truly adnairablc : they . 
have found out the divine architeft of the tmi* 
verfe, but proceed pot to tell us whence he 
came, or where he was ftationed, whep he #a- 
bricated the world ; before which we find it im-' 
poflihje to imagine either time or place. 

I-' R 1 E N D. 

IBold venders of legerdemaia ! 

M E N I P P U S. 

Dear Sir, what would you fay, were I to 
recount their difputes about ideas, incorporeal 
pflences, finite, and infinite ? About thefe laft 
there is a (harp conflift, fome circumferibing 
the univerfe, otjiers allowing it no boundaries 
at all. Some maintain a plurality of worlds, 
and have no charity for thofe who think dif- 

t^l Whether the nonfonfc of this atheifiical fophiftrj- is to 
^ anributed to Luciau or Mcnippus, is an enquiry not worth 
^nuking. 

fcrently. 
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ferently. One, not the moft peaceable man 
in the world, affirms, that war is the parent of 
all things. It is needlefs to mention their va- 
rious opinions poncerning the gods. Some 
make number their divinity. Others fwear by 
dogs, and geefe, and plane-trees. Some, re- 
jeding all other gods, beftow univerfal empire 
on [ 2 ] one: fo that it grieved me to hear of 
fuch a dearth of divinities.^ Others, more li- 
beral, allow us great plenty, of different ranks 
and orders. Some teach, that the deity is with ■ 
out body or ftiape j but others tell a different 
tale. Several of them fcruple not to affirm, 
that the gods take no manner of concern in 
our affairs, nor ever trouble their heads about 
us. Like the mutes in a play, they arc as 
free from all care, as an old man paft his la- 
bour. Others, furpaffing all the reft, leave the 
world to wag as it will, and believe in no gods 
at all. When 1 had heard all this, though 
there was no refufing full credit to men who 
ulked fo big, and were fo well bearded, yet I 

[z] £» ixoniji, uiii foil. Had the honeft gentleman, who 
rendered this “ the fun alone,” relied on the fimple Greek, 
he would uot have been betrayed by the duplicity of the 
Latin jili, 

knew 
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knew not where to incline mylelf, to avoid 
falling on what had been overturned by ano- 
ther. Thus irrefolute, and vibrating .this way 
and that way, as [aj Homer defcribes it, I dc- 
fpaired of meeting with any certain information 
upon earrh. The only way to get rid of my 
doubts, I thought, would be to take a flight, if 
poflible, into heaven. My hopes of accomplilh- 
ing this were fupplied by my own ardent de- 
fire, and encouraged by ^fop, the author of 
the ftory-book, who makes nothing of mount- 
ing up e^les and beetles, and even camels. 
As to my obtaining a pair of wings of my own 
natural growth, I favv no poflibility of that: 
but, if I (hovild put on thofe of a vulture or 
eagle (which alone feemed equal to the weight) 
I might chance to fucceed. Accordingly, the 
birds being caught, I carefully cut off the right 
wing of the eagle, and the left of the vulture j 

[c] Horn. Od. ix. ver, 302. 

[i] There is a fable quoted as jEfop’s, in bis Life by 
Phnudes, which. Moles du Soul thinks, would have been 
referred to here, if it had been extant in Lucian’s time. 
There was fomething curious in that Monk Planudes: he 
xetuembered circumilances which had never »ifled, and 
/ergot thpfe which had, 

' which 


Digitized by Google 



220 DIALOGUES OF LUCI'AM. 

which I faftcncd to my ihoulders with ftout 
leathern thongs, and, laying hold of the ex- 
tremities* with my hands, by the afliftance of 
them and my feet, I tried to raife myfclf up, 
half hopping and half flying, on the tips of my 
toes, as you have feen a goofe do. As I im- 
proved in flying, I grew bolder ; and, having 
got upon the citadel, I threw myfclf down head- 
long upon the theatre. Flying in this man- 
ner without danger, I began to think of going 
upwards*, till, from Fames, or Hyraettus, I 
flew to Geranea*, and from thence to Acrocorin* 
thus ; then over Pholoe, and Erymanthus, and 
as far as Taygetus. When I was grown fome- 
what perfect, and thought myfclf no longer a 
chicken, nor incapable of a bold attempt, I 
got upon Olympus ; from whence, having laid 
in a ftock of provifions, in the moft commo- 
dious manner I could, I made the be^ of my 
way directly towards heaven. At firft I was 
a little giddy with the height, but afterwards 
I bore it well enough. When I had left the 
clouds far behind, and was now got to the 
moon, I felt myfelf grow weary, and efpeciaUy 
in the left: wing, which was the vulture’s, Land^ 

in§ 
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ing therefore, and fitting down, I rcfted my- 
felf; while, like Jupiter in [cj Homer, I look- 
ed down one while on the land of Thrace, fi- 
mous for horfe-flefh ; another while, on MyOa. 
Afterwards, as the whim took me, I contem- 
plated Qreece, Ferfia, and India } and was fil- 
led with variety of delight. 

FRIEND. 

I beg you will not grudge me one tittle 
your travels, but favour me with every obier* 
tation you had occafion to make, I expert 
to hear a great deal concerning the figure o£ 
the earth, and of, all things upon it, and how 
they appeared to you looking down from, fuch 
a diftance. 

M E N I P P U S. 

Right, Sir. Get up then, as fiA as you can, 
into the moon ; and, travelling with me in your 
imagination, obferve the fituation of all earth-* 
ly things. Firfl; of all, think that you ■ fix a 
very little earth, much lefs than the moon ) io 
little, that, bending myfelf downwards, 1 won- 
di^d v^t w^s become, o;^ the huge rnouotains, 

[c] Horn. II. xiU. rer. 4 . 

and 
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and the vaft fea. As fure as you are there, \( 
J had not efpied the ColofTuS of Rhodes, anrf 
the watch-tower of Pharos, the earth woulcf 
have quite cfcaped me. But the vart height 
of thefe buildings, with the refleftion of the 
fun from the ocean, convinced me, that whaC 
I faw was the earth. And, when I had once 
got a fteady fight, all human life appeared 
plainly before me; not only nations and cities, 
but individual failors, and foldiers, and huiband-> 
men, and lawyers, and women, and wild ani- 
mals [d]y all that the fruitful earth maintains. 

F R I E N t). 

What you fay is incredible and contradidlory. 
Juft now you would not have been able to 
find out the earth, diminiftied by the immenfe 
diftance to a point, had it not been owing to 
the .Coloffus ; but behold ! all at once, like 
another' Lynceus, you nicely difeern every thii^ 
it contains, man, and beaft, and, as I fuppofe, 
the neft of a gnat ! 

5 ^ M E N I P P U & 

I am obliged to you for your hint: I had 
like to have forgot a very important circum- 
[rf] Horn. Od. xi. ver. 508. 

fiance.^ 
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(lance. When I had made out the earth, but 
could not diftinguifti any thing clfe, my fight 
falling far (hort of the diftance, I was exceed- 
ingly concerned, and at my wit’s end. Being 
much dejefted, and almoft ready to weep, the 
fage Empedocles prefentcd himfelf to me, ex- 
ceedingly fcorched, all over alhes, and black as a 
collier. I was much troubled, I confefs, at the 
fight of him, taking him for fome deity of the 
moon ; but he afiiired me that I was miftaken. 

“ Upon my honcft word I am no God [«].” 

I am the naturalift, Empedocles. When 1 
leaped into the crater of ^tna, the vapiour 
** forced me up hither, where, I traverfe the 
“ air, and live upon dew. My bufinefs at prc- 
“ fcnt is, to free you from your concern. 1 
“ perceive. Sir, you are troubled at not feeing 
“ diftinftly what is doing upon earth.” You 
are very, kind, faid I, good Empedocles*, and, 
as foon as 1 go down again to Greece, I will 
not forget to make you a libation in the chim- 
ney-corner, and three times to adore you, with 
open mouth, at every new moon. “ By En- 
“ dymion, anfwered he, I cprae not to you, with 
any mercenary* view ! I am forry to fee you 
Horn. Od. xvi. ver. 187. 

“ fo 
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lb dejefted : do you know how to improvO 
“your fight?” Not I truly> replied I, uolefs 
you could, remove this cloud from my eyes : 
for I am almpft Wind. “ You Hand in no 
need of my alfifiance, faid he, having brought 
with you from the earth what you want.” 
What is that, fiud 1} forldbclta^ liknow not 
V^at you niean ? “ Do not you: know, faid he« 
that you have got on the tight wing of an 
“ eagle ?” Yes, faid L ; but what have wings 
to do w'idi eyes ? “ An eagle, faid he, is the 
“ raofi. Ihsup-Sghted of all living creatures *, 
and he that can bear to look at the fun with- 
“ out winking, is accounted the- noyal bird’, 
“ of the. • genuine breed.” I have heard lb, 
laid I ; and am forry, that, before I<camr hi- 
ther, 1 did not pull out my own eyes, andifik 
thofe of an.et^lc in the fockets. I am but 
htdf equipped ibc my journey, and> for want 
ofv regalia, no betta than a bafiard^ of out<afh. 
*^BUt, faid he, it is your own fault, if you 
“have not one royal eye. For, if you will 
“ rife a little, holding vour - vulture's wing, and 

*■ Thii method of refolding doubts concemisg legitima^ 
wat.fuadiied with fuccefs by. ceitain etgles of Plinytt ac> 
quaintance. Nat. Htib lib. a. 

“ fli^inif 
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‘‘ fliaking the other, you will find, in propor- 
" tion, that your right eye will become piercing ; 
“ while the other,’ which belongs to the worl'e 
“ fide, will grow dim without remedy.” Oh ! 
faid I, I ftjall be contented to have one eagle’s 
eye ; that will ferve my turn. For I have ob- 
ferved, that carpenters, ufing only one eye, 
manage their line fo much the better. Having 
faid this, he withdrew a little, and vaniftied in- 
fenfibly into fmoke ; whilft I was preparing to 
follow his direftions. No fooner had I begun 
to flap my wing, than a great light ftione all 
around me, and I plainly difcovered what be- 
fore was imperceptible. Looking down upon 
earth, I diftindtly beheld cities and men; I 
faw what they were doing, and not only in the 
open air, but in their own houfes, where they 
thought themfelves fafe from ail obfervation. 
I faw Ptolomey with his inceftuous After; I 
faw the fon of Lyfimachus plotting againft his 
father ; I faw Antiochus, the fon of Seleucus, 
amoroufiy nodding to Stratonice, his mother 
in law ; I faw Alexander, the Theflalian, mur- 
dered by his wife; I faw Antigonus polluting 
his daughter in law; I faw Attains poifcned 
Ct by 
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by his fon i I law Aifaces murdering his mif- 
trefs, and Arbaces the eunuch drawing his 
fword againft Arfaces. Spartinus, the Mcde, 
was dragged out from the banquet, by the 
guards i after getting a black eye with a gol- 
den cup. In this manner went on all manner 
of wickednefs in the palaces of Libya, of Scy- 
thia, and of Thrace; adulteries, murders, af- 
faflinations, robberies, perjuries! men in the 
utraoft confufion, betrayed by their moft 'in- 
timate friends I — Though the afiairs of princes 
thus engaged my attention, thofe of their fub- 
jetfts were in full as bad a fituation. I faw 
Hermodorus, the Epicurean, forfwear hlmfelf 
for a thoufand drachmas ; Agathocles, the 
ftoick, going to law with his fcholar for wages ; 
Clinias, the orator, ftealing a phial from the 
temple of Efculapius ; Hierophilus, the eynick, 
alleep in a brothel. Houfebreakers, ufurers, 
duns, plaintiffs, and defendants, made up the 
reft of the motley Ihew. 

FRIEND. 

I wilh, Menippus, you would be particular,, 
in relating what muft have fo highly delighted 
you, 

' MENIP- 
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MENIPPUS. 

Indeed, my good friend, you muft cxcufe 
exafb order and minutenefs; fince it was dif- 
ficult to get even a curfory view of every thing. 
My account muft be as general as that of 
Homer, when he deferibes the [/] Ibield of 
Achilles, in one part of which were fcafts and 
weddings, in another aflemblies and courts of 
juftice. Here was a man facrificing, there was 
one mourning. The Gets feemed a people 
engaged in war, and wandering Scythia rode 
in a waggon. Turning a little the other way, 
I beheld the Egyptians at plow, the Phccni- 
cians making bargains, the Cilicians robbing, 
the Lacedsmonians whipping, the Athenians 
at law. Think of this hodge-podge of human 
afiFairs, and you will allow it impoffible for me 
to have got a very clear idea of every particu- 
lar. It was like every man finging his own 
fong at a concert : and you may imagine the 
odd dfedl of every one’s exerting himfelf to 
the utmeft, in juftice to his own tunc. 

[/] Horn. II. xviii. 

Ct 2 FRIEND. 




Digitized by Google 



228 DIALOGUES OF LUCIAN. 

FRIEND. 

Ridiculous confufion, to be fure ! 

M E N I P P U S. 

Juft fo proceed all the performers upon 
‘ earth ! and fuch is the ingenious difcord of life ! 
fo jars the concert, where nothing is uniform ! 
till the matter of the ceremonies pulhes all off 
the ftage, and declares the entertainment at an 
end ! From that moment all are huflied alike, 
and ceafe their diforderly fong. But certainly 
in the diverfified theatre of life, where all 
things differ, all things agree in provoking dif- 
dain. But what diverted me very highly, was 
to fee them contending about the boundaries 
of their land, thinking it a great thing to have 
a Sicyonian farm, or one of Marathon near 
Oenoc, or to poffefs a thouland Acharnian acres : 
meanwhile, with my four fingers, I thought I 
could have covered all Greece ; of which Attica 
was a diminutive fpot indeed ! I could not but 
wonder what thofe rich men could find to be 
fo proud of, when the largeft of their eftatcs 
hardly exceeded an atom of Epicurus. When 
1 caft my eyes down upon Pcloponnefus and 

Cynouria, 
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Cynouria, I could not help thinking for what - 
a pitiful fpeck, fcarce bigger than a lentil, fo 
many Argives and Spartans fell in one day ! 
but to fee a man proud of his money, or his 
finery, eight rings, and four cups, ye gods ! 
one is ready to burft! when Pangaeus, with 
all its mines, was hardly more than a millet- 
feed ! 

FRIEND. 

Oh ! you have been a happy fellow ! But tell 
me, pr’ythee, how the cities and the men look- 
ed, when you were fo high above them. 

M E N I P P U S. 

1 fuppofe you have feen an ant-hill, where 
fome are wriggling round and round, fome 
going out, others coming home ; one dragging 
out dung, one running in with a bean-foell, 
another wiih half a grain of wheat: in that 
manner live men, a mixt multitude of archi- 
tefts, demagogues, ftatefmen, fidlers, and phi- 
lofophers. If this way of elucidating my ar- 
gument requires any apology, I refer you to 
the ancient traditions of Theffaly ; where you 
will find, that the warlike race of Myrmidons 
Q, 3 were 
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were originally ants.— When I had fern all I 
could, and laughed to my heart’s content, , 
Ihook my feathers, and took my 'flight to- v 
wards the 

Houfe of deities, the couit of Jovt. 

I l.ad hardly afeendeJ a hundred paceSj, when 
the moon, with a feminine voice, called after 
me, “ I wilh you a good journey, Menippus ! 

Will you do me a fmall favour above ?” If 
you have nothing heavy to carry, faid I, I beg 
you will command me. “ Only a meflage, an- 
“ fwered flie; I only want you to prefent a 
« humble petition to Jupiter. I am peftefed 
beyond all enduring by a generation of men, 

« who call thcmfelves philofophers •, who, hav- 
“ ing no bufinefs of their own, muft needs be 
« troubling their heads about me. They quef^ 
tion me who I am, and hqw big I am, and 
“ for what reafon I appear fometimes to have 
** loft a little piece of my cheek, and fometimes 
“ a full half of my face. Some fay, that I 
am inhabited ; others, that I hang over the ' 
“ fea for a looking-glafs. Whatever proceeds 
from their own muddy brains they place to 
[p-l Horn. 71 . i. s'er. 222. 

V my . 
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** my account. Then they will have it, that 
“ mine is a baftard-light, and not honeftly come 
“ by, fince it proceeds from my brother the 
“ fun, with whom they wickedly endeavour to 
“ fet me at variance. As for him, they fay, 
he is a ftone, or a mafs of fire. And yet, 
“ notwithftanding the liberties they take with 
“ me, I have fcorned to divulge the midnight 
“ p radices of thefe grave perfonages, fo re- 
“ fpedable by day-light, and fo admired by 
“ fools. For I think it unbecoming to ex- 
“ pofe what paflcs in fecret. When I catch 
them in adultery, or theft, or any other deed 
“ of darknefs, I immediately withdraw behind 
“ a cloud, that I may not cxpofe to unhallow- 
“ ed eyes what could fo little be expeded in 
“ men advanced in years, of fuch enormous 
“ beards, and fuch extraordinary pretenfions to 
“ virtue. Yet, as if all this forbearance of 
“ mine fignified nothing, they are continually 
pulling me in pieces, and mifufing me every 
“ way they can think of. Night is my wit- 
“ nefs, that I have often had it in my head to 
remove to fome far diftant trad, beyond the 
“ reach of their impertinent tongues. Pray 
0^4 “ do 
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“ do not forget to tell all this to Jupiter, and 
“ aflure him, that there is abfolutely no living 
‘f here for me, unkfs he agrees to break the 
necks of thefe naturalifts, flop up the mouths 
“ of the dialedlicks, demclifh the porch, fet 
fire to the academy, and make an end of 
the peripateticks. If he would do this, I 
“ might be at peace, and keep my dimenfions 
“ to myfelf, which they are now every day pre- 
tending to meafure.” Very well, fald I, I 
will execute your commiffion. Immediately I 
fet forwards for heaven, 

[/>] W here marks of neither man nor bcaft appear. 
Prefently the moon looked a little diminutive 
thing, and the earth under her difappeared. 
Leaving the fun upon my right, and flying 
through the ftars, on the third day I faw the 
end of my journey. At firft I thought of an 
immediate admittance, fiippofing I Ihould pafs 
unnoticed, being half an eagle ; and knowing 
t!ie eagle to be an old favourite of Jupiter’s. 
Then again I confidered the probability of 
being detefted, from having the wing of a vul- 
ture. Judging it beft therefore to avoid the 
[A] Horn. Oil. ii. ver. 98. 

danger. 
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danger, I ftept up and knocked at the door. 
Prefently comes Mercury, who, having en- 
quired my name, ran back to tell Jupiter ; and 
1 was foon introduced, all pale and trembling, 
to a general aflembly of the gods, who looked 
almoft as much concerned as myfelf. This un- 
expefted vifit of mine had not a little difcon- 
certed them ; and they were beginning to doubt, 
whether it would not become falhionable for 
mortals to fly to heaven, fince I had fet the ex- 
ample. Jupiter, fcrewing up his features, and 
looking like a [zj Titan, faid. 

Who art thou ? how dcfcendcd ? of what place ? 

I was thunderftruck with his voice, and ready 
to die with fear. After feme time, being a 
little come to myfelf, I told him honeflrly every 
, particular from the beginning, of my conceiv- 
ing a defire to be acquainted with fubliine 
things, of my confulting the philofophers, of 
their grofs contradictions, how I was diftradted 
and driven to defpair, of my I'ubfcquent pro- 
jeft, how I had contrived my wings, and in 

[/] TiTanuJij. To look like a Titan, ia to look big. 
The Titans might well lie thought to look big, who luiu the 
gflurance to attempt dethroning their unde Jupiter. 

fliort 


Digitized by Coogle 



234 DIALOGUES OP LUCIAN. 

fhort every circumftance that happened in my 
way to heaven. Laft of all, I delivered my 
meflage from the moon. Jupiter then opened 
his brows a little, and, fmiling, obfcrved, that 
it was in vain to talk of Othus and Ephialtes, 
when even Menippus had dared to climb the 
ikies. However, at prefent, ftys he, I beg you 
to accept of fuch emeruinment as this place 
affords ; and I will difmils you to-morrow, after 
we have conferred together on the occafion of 
your coming. Saying this, he got up, and 
walked to a kind of whifpering- gallery, where 
he finds it moft convenient to hear the vows 
of mortals, for which this was the hour of 
audience. Going along, he was pleafed to afk 
many queftions concerning matters below. He 
enquired how wheat fold in Greece, whether 
we had been greatly pinched by the feverity of 
the laft winter, and whether the cabbage want- 
ed rain. He alked me, whether any now re- 
mained of the race of [/f] Phidias, why the 
Athenians had omitted the feafts of Jupiter fo 
many years, whether they had any thoughts 

[i] Phidins was famous for making an ivory image of 
Jujjitcr Olyinpius ; which might occafion this euquirj-. 

Pf 


Digitized by Google 



ICAIO-MENIPPTIS, 235 

of finiftiing his temple on mount Olympus, and 
whether the villains had been taken, who pil- 
fered his fhrine at Dodona. When I had an- 
fweredthefequeftions, “ Pr’ythee,Menippus,fays 
Jupiter, what fentiments do men entertain con- 
cerning me?” What fentiments, faid I, but the 
moil dutiful and affo^ionate ! that you are the 
king of all the gods, You joke, faid he ; I 
know better : they are fond of novelty. 
“ There was a time indeed when they efteem- 
ed me a prophet, and a phyfician, and every 
thing : not a market, not a ftreet, was without 
its Jupiter, Pifa and Dodona were feen 
glittering from afar. Scarcely could I open 
mine eyes for the fmoke of inceflant facri- 
“ fice. But, fince Apollo has fet up the trade 
of fortune-telling at Delphi, ^fculapius has 
“ kept an apothecary’s Ihop at Pergamos, Ben- 
f‘ dis has had her temple in Thrace, Anubis 
in iEgypt, and Diana at Ephefus ; all the 
“ world runs after them, hold a hundred meet* 
“ ings, and daughter many a hundred bulls to 
their praife : while 1, a poor fuperannuated 
old fellow, muft be contented with the abun- 
f‘ dant honour of being recollected once in five 

‘‘ years 
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“ yttiTs at Olympia. You fee, my altars are 
V colder than the inftitutes of Plato, or the 
“ fyllogifms of Chryfippus.” — Wi th fuch con- 
verfation as this we pafled away the time, till 
we came to the place, where he was to fit 
and hear petitions. There were trap-doorsi 
placed in order, with covers to them, re- 
fembling draw-wells, and clofe by each was 
placed a golden, throne, Seating himfelf by 
the firft of thefe apertures, Jupiter took up the 
lid, and liftened. Various and manifold were 
the prayers, that were font up from all parts 
of the world at once. Por I too applied my 
head to the vent, and heard. One prayed very 
ardently to poffefs a kingdom, another was no 
lefs eager for onions and garlick ; one begged 
of Jupiter to take to himfelf the foul of his 
father, another urged the like requcft in be- 
half of his wife. One man begged of Jupiter 
not to mention his projedl of murdering his 
brother ; fome defired fuccefs in law-fuits, others 
crowns at the Olympick games. Of the people 
at fea, one requefted a north wind, another a 
fouth wind. The farmer prayed for rain, the 
fuller for fun-ihine. Jupiter lifteded atten- 
tively, 
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V* 

tively, and confidered every thing well# but did 
not always promife. 

[/] This would his godfliip grant, and that refufe* 
All reafonable demands were admitted through 
the opening, and laid up on the right hand 
others he puffed away down to earth, nor would 
fuffer them to come near him. There was a 
particular cafe, which puzzled him. Of two 
men with equal pretenfions, as promifing equal 
offerings, each requelled what was diredlly con- 
trary to, and incompatible with, the defire of 
the other. So that Jupiter was in that fuf- 
pence of the Academicks, which makes it im- 
poffible to come to a refolution ; and was as 
much a fceptick as [m] Pyrrho himfelf. — When 
he had done with thefe petitioners, he removed 
to the next throne, at the fecond opening ; and, 
bending his head, heard great plenty of oaths. 
Having knocked out the brains of the perjur- 

[/] Horn. II. xvi. ver. 250. 

[«] Pyrrho lived with his lifter, and ufed to cany 
chickens to market, and fweep the houfe, and walh the dilhes. 
His temper was not eafdy irritated ; for, when he talked 
of his learning, he was quite indifferent whether any body 
liftened to him or not. See Diog. Lacr, 

ed 


Digitized by Google 



dialogues op LUGlANi 

ed Hermodorus, he went to the next placcj 
where bufinefs relating to augury and divina- 
tion is tranfafted. From thence he crqffed 
over to the window, where the afcending fmokc 
made known to him the name of every one 
employed in offering facrifice. Thefe too being 
difpatched, he next proceeded to give orders 
to the Winds and Weather. Let there be raiu» 
fays he, in Scythia to-day ; lightning in Libya i 
foow in Greece-, let Boreas blufter in Lydia, 
and let Notus be at reft -, let the Weft-wind 
roll the Adriatick i and let a thoufand bufhete 
of hail, or thereabouts, be fcattered in Cap- 
padocia.— At laft, every thing being fettled, 
we repaired to the banqueting-houfe j for it 
was now fopper-time. Mercury took me under 
bis care, and feated me by Pan, and the Cory- 
bantes, and Atiis, and Sabazius, thofe upftart 
divinities, of doubtful title. Ceres ferved us 
with bread, Bacchus with wine, Hercules with 
butcher’s me^ •, Venus fupplied us with myrtle- 
berries, and Neptune with anchovies. Now 
and then I could fteal a tafte of neftar and 
ambrofia. For you muft know, Ganymede is 

a good- 
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a good-natured fellow, and, when Jupiter was 
looking another way, he two or three times 
brought me a tumbler. The gods neither cat 
bread nor drink wine, as [«] Homer fays, and 
as I myfelf obferved, who had a much better 
opportunity of knowing than he. Yet they 
featl on ambrofia, and grow jolly over their 
ncAar. But they are never better pleafed ^han 
with the relifhing fmoke of a facrifice, or the 
warm fteam of blood frelh from their altars. 
During fupper we were entertained with Apolb 
playing on his harp, and the faraband of Si- 
lenus. The Mufes got up, and fang the 
[0] Theogony of Hefiod, and the firft ode of 
Pindar. When every body was tolerably well 
moiftened, we went to reft, in our places. 

[/] Now gods and men their labouring eye-lids dole. 
And all but mine are ftiut in foft repofe. 

For I had many thoughts to keep me awake. 
Amongft other perplexing doubts, I could not 
gucfs why Apollo’s beard was not yet growa 

[n] Horn. II. V. ver. 341. 

[»] Not the whole of it. It contains 1021 Verfo, a great 
deal too much for convivial joy to attend to. 

[/] Horn, II. ii. ver. i. 

iR 
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in fo many years ; and I wondered how Night 
got admittance into heaven, where the fun ii 
a conftant gueft. At laft however I numbered 
a little. Jupiter, getting up early the next 
morning, called a full houfe, and fpoke as fol- 
lows ; “ The ftranger, who came hither yefter- 
day, has occafioned my calling you together. 
“ Indeed I had long thought of confulting witH‘ 
you about thofe philofophers *, but being 
** now greatly provoked with accounts of them 
“ fent from the moon, I am refolved to defer 
“ it no longer; A fet of frothy fellows have 
lately over- run the age, who are lazy, quar- 
relfome, vain, paflionate, ravenous, fooliffi, 
conceited, foul-mouthed, an [5] idle burden 
“ to the earth. They have fplit themfelves into 
“ Seds, and devifed various labyrinths of ra^ 
“ tiocination. Some call themfelves Stoicks, 
“ others Academicks, others Epicureans, and 
“ others Peripateticks ; not to mention other 
P appellations much more ridiculous. En- 
** trenching themfelves behind the venerable 
“ name of virtue, exalting their eye-brows, and 
ftroking their beards, they conceal their vile 

fj] Horn. II. xviii. vcr. 104. 

defigns 
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“ defigns in a counterfeit habit, and ftrut about, 
“ as you have feen one of the ftalkers in tra- 
“ gcdy» from whom, if you ftrip off his malk 
“ and his embroidered robe, what is left of him 
“ is a contemptible poor wretch hired for 
“ [r] feven drachm.® to play the fool. Yet 
“ they have the affurance to defpife all other 
men, tell monftrous ftories of the gods, gull 
“ credulous young men, vaunt of their com- 
“ mon-place virtue, vend their dear ambiguity, 
*‘ ever full of the praifes of moderation and 
“ temperance, and ever decrying all riches and 
“ all pleafure, before thofe who are fools. 
“ enough to believe them. But, were you to 
fee them by themfelves what they really are, 
“ you would be aftonifhed ; their luxury, their 
“ debauchery, their fordid avarice, is bey/>nd all 
“bounds. What is moft provoking of all, 
though themfelves do no one earthly th,’ng 
of ufe, neither publick nor private, but are 
** altogether fupernumerary and good for no- 
“ thing, 

“ [j] Ufelefs in cauncil, as unfit for arms ; ■ 

fr] 4 f. 6^.4 

[j] Horn. II. li. vet. 202. 
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“ yet are they for ever findmg fault with other 
** people, induftrioufly heaping up all the viru- 
“ lence and fcandal they can rake together on 
“ their neighbours. And he is the greateft 
“ man amongft them, who is belt qualified, by 
“ impudence and clamour, for every kind of 
abufe. If you fliould take the liberty of alk- 
“ ing fuch a fellow : “ I befeech you. Sir, in 
the name of all the gods, what are you good 
for ? what do you contribute to the emoliK- 
“ ment of human life ?” — If he anfwers truly, 
he muft fay ■: “ Why fliould I go to fea, or 
“ follow the plough, or ferve in the war, or 
“ exercife any trade ? fince, to make a noife, 
“ to go dirty, to plunge into cold water, to go 
barefooted in winter, and, like Momus, to 
“ cenfure the aftions of others, anfwers my pur-- 
** pofc much better ? If a rich man indulges 
“ himfclf in good eating, or keeps a miftrds, 
I am never at eafe, till I have an opportunity 
“ of tattling. But a friend or companion may 
** be fick, and in want of help, without my 
“ knowing any thing of the matter.” — You fee, 
“ ye gods, what kind of cattle they are!—But 
‘‘ the Epicureans are the faucieft ef illj not 

“ fparing 
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fparing even us. They affirm, that the gods 
take no 'cognizance of human affairs, nor ever 
** regard What paffes In the world. it not 
“ then high time to. look ahout you ? For, if 
“ once men ihould come into this opinion, I 
** fancy you may ftaiVe for them. Who’, do 
** you think, will offer a facrifice, Which, he 
** believes, will do hini nd good ? As to the 
“ complaints from the moon, ydu all heard the 
“ ftranger relate them yefteirddy. . I would have 
« you confider the mdtter, and refolvc oh fdme- 
‘‘ thing moft Ufcful to mankind, with the 
greateft fafety to yourfelves.’’ When Jupiter 
kad elided, a murmur ran through the Whole 
affcmbly, and all cried out at once, f/J Blaft 
them ! burn them ! ddlh them to pieced ! 
down with them to hell 1 down with them 
** among the rebels !” Jupiter, having again 
commanded filcnce, faid : “ Things lhall be as 
«* you wiffi i they and their gibberiffi lhall pe- 
riffi together. But rtobody can be puhiflicd 

[/] Such language does not feem altogether becoming the 
place. Tadtus indeed fays, that a gtcit noiie ahd uproar 
Were not uncommon in the Roman Senate : but one might 
hare expefied better manners in d cmlefilal aHetnbly. 

R (t ** at 
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“ at prefcnt •, for you know It is holiday-time, 

“ and I have ordered a vacation of four months. 

“ But in the beginning of next fpring the vil- 
“ lains fhall feel my bolt. 

[r] He fpake, his nodding brovys announcing fate. 

“ As to Menippus, let Mercury take him home 
“ to earth. But let his wings be clipped, that 
“ we may have no more of his company 
“ here.” Saying this, he difnii/Ted the affem- 
bly. Mercury, laying hold of my right ear, 
yefterday in the afternoon landed me in the 
[zr] Ceramicus. Now, my friend, I have told 
you all, all from heaven. I, am going with ' 
the good news to the philofophers walking in 
the [.v] Poecile. . 

[»] Horn. II. i. ver. 528. 

[tu] A burlal-pUicc at Athens for fuch as had been flain 
in war. 

[.r] PcEcile, ctoix'iXh, i<aritnn, was the portico or piazza, 
which took its name from being adorned with various' pic- 
tures ot Athenian battles. In porticibusydeambulantes dif- 
puiabant philofophi. Cicero de Oratore, ii. 
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WANACHARSIS a Scythian, 

r 

AND 

SOLON the Lawgiver of A t h e n s. 

[>] See a diflertarion on the Olympick games by Gilbert 
Weft, Efq; 

[z] Anacharfis was the only philofbpher of his country. 
He improved himfelf by travel, and, at his return home, 
was put to death by the king his brother, for endeavouring 
to introduce the Athenian laws. The king perhaps did not 
believe Anacharfis, when he faid, that laws were like cob- 
webs, which caught little flies, but eould rjot hold wafps and 
})ornets. Cicero, Tufc. Quaeft. v. 
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ANACHARSIS. 

T T 7" HAT is it thefc young men arc about ? 

^ ^ They twift themfelves round each 
other, endeavour to trip one another up, ftop 
one another’s breath, and roll and tumble in the 
dirt like fo many hogs. When they firft ftrip- 
ped off their clothes (for I was Handing by) 
they greafed and rubbed one another very lo- 
vingly 5 after which, all at once, without any 
quarrel that I could perceive, they began to 
pu(h and butt one agalnH the ether, like a couple 
of rams. Mind him there I he has got his an- 
tagonid off his legs, and dalhed him againd 
the ground ! He throws himfclf upon him, 
links him deeper into the mud, and will not 
R 4 fuffer 
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fufTer him to get up. Thfn, with his knees 
on his belly,- and his elbow in his throat/ he •. 
almoft fufFocatcs the poof wretch, .who pats his * 
Ihoulder, befeeching him, I fuppofe, not to 
ftifle him outright. They are not at all care- 
ful to keep either their oil or themfelves from 
the dirt. One cannot but fmile to fee them as 
flippery as eels, all over greafe and fweat and 
mire. There are others, in the open air, who 
do the fame thing, except that, before they en- 
gage, they fprinkle one another, like cocks, 
with fand. The fand, I fuppofe, dries up the 
lubricity of the fkin, and gives them a fafter . 
hold. Standing upright, covered with duft, 
behold ! how they* beat and kick one another ! 
That poor fellow looks ready to fiiit out his 
teeth, together with a mouthful of blood and 
fand, which- he has got by a blow op his face. 
The [a] magiftrate yonder dees not interfere 
to end the difpute. (I fuppofe the gentleman 
in purple is a magi fl rate.) So far from dif- 
couraging itj he praifes him who gave the blow, 
Others are in violent agitation, ahd, - without 

[/ij The Gymnafiarcli, or Prefident of the Exercifes, 

removing ^ 
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removing from their place, have all the trouble 
of running ; leaping, jumping, and kicking the 
air. I lhould be glad to know What' can 
fibly be the ufe ' of ' all this. For my part, I 
take them to be mad, and (hall not eafily be' 
convinfced of the contrary. * ! 


• “ • SOLON. ’ i ; 

i do not at all wonder, Anacharlis, at what 
you fay. Thefe things muft needs appear very 
ftrange to a Scythian ; ; as. no doubt many of 


your_ cuftoms wquld to a Greek. But believe 

me, Sir, what you fee .is not the effeft of mad- 

nefs ; nor is it a mifchievous difpofition, which" 

prompts thefe young men to beat one another, 

* ** * 

and cover one another with dirt, or fand. This 
ufcful exercife is not unpleafant, and contributes 
greatly to the ftrength of the body. I^dare 
fay, if you (hould continue any confiderable time 
in Greece (as I hope you will) you .would bcr 
come one of thefe dirty dufty fellows yourfelf j 

I 

and £r 4. both the pleafure and advantage 
of it. » 


ANA- 
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ANACHARSIS. 

^nd what may your prizes be ? 

SOLON. 

|n the Olympick games a. garland of wild 
olive, in the Ifthmian one of pine leaves, in 
the Ncmcan one of parfley, in the^ Pythian 
facred apples ; and we Athenians, in our Pana- 
thenaean games, give the oil of Minerva’s olive. 
What do you laugh at, Anacharfis ? do you 
think fuch rewards inconfiderable ? 

^ ■ I I 

ANACHARSIS. 

By no means, Sir: I think the rewards are 
exceedingly proper, befitting the bounty of the 

I 

magnificent donors, and fuited to the extrava- 
gant ambition of thofe who obtain them ! It is 
richly worth while, to be fure, to labour fo hard, 
to be fp fhockingly abufed, to endanger limbs 
^d life too, for an apple or a bit of pardey 1 
for, mod confelTedly, without all this kicking, 
beating, and bemiring, it would be impofllble 
tb get apples, pine leaves, or parfiey ! 

' , SOLON, 
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SOLON. 

• Hi' L *'! ■' 

My good Sir, it is not the rewards them- 
fclvcs, which \ve eohfid^r; 6thcf wife* than as' they 
are tokens of viftory and diftinftion, for which 
the candidates of Fktne are^ contented to be 
kicked; and bear ^ery ha'rdfliip. For glory 
isL not the portioft of •’’the lazy, T>ut the deligbt- 
fiil end of long aridUaborious difSculty.< 

, . , -■’..'U.;. .(Hi ^ .‘-1 •> 

A N A C H A R S I S. 

i a •' y J ^ 

To dhew their garlands and .their bruifcs, to 

L T'v i.- j - , / • . * 

be praifed by^.thofe , who pitied them, to.be 
repaid for their troubles with apples and parfley, 
muft make them very happy 1 

.. .. S O L O N., 

s- You arc a ftranger. But you wHl- come into 
a. proper way of thinking, when once, you have 
been prefent at our publick fpedacles, where 
jjoa ywill fee fuch crowds of people, the theatres 
filled; with admiring thoufands,’ praifing the 
combatants, and extolling the viftoriofus to thp 
very- Ikies. - 

' A N A C H A R S I S, 

The matter is ib'much the wosrfe,^th3t the 
indignity is not to be fuffered in the fight of 

only 
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ignly two ,or three, but in ^ 
of the peopk, who are all .eye-witntlTes-to the 
happipef? of hifu who ftreanw with blood, and 
has fhe breath fcjueezed out of his body 1 For 
fuch is, th^ felicity attendant on. vidoiy'. ^ Bur, 
in my country, Solon, whoever was to ftrike a 
citizen, or throw^hiip down, or tear his ciothcR, 
>yould<bc fev.erely puniihed for it by, the ma* 
giftrate; although the affront . were, giveh in prc- 
feitce of onjy a few, and not) in fuch crowded 
theatres as thofc of Ifthmus or Olympia. ’ From 
my heart I pity your combatants, cbnfidering 
how much they endure. And I no^lefs admire 
the madnds of the fpedtators,. whp, you fay, con-, 
fill of the moft refpedable from all parts; that 
they fhould abandon' their neceffary concerns^ 
and find leifure to frequent thefe feftivals. I 
cannot conceive the pleafure of feeing men, beat- 
ing and wounding one another, dalhing- to the 
ground, and mangling the bodies one of an- 
other. 

SOLON- 

I only wilh, Anacharfi.s, that you had an op- 
portunity of being prefent at the Olympick, or 

Ifthmian, 
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Ifthmian, or Fanathenasan Games : you would 
then fee our reafons for retaining fuch cuftomsj 
and being fond of fuch amufements, as no de^ 
fcription can give* you an adequate idea of. If 
you were once feated amongft the fpeftators, and 
beheld the accomplilhments of the combatants^ 
the beauty of their pcrfons, their admirable 
health and vigour, their aftonilhing Ikill, theit 
invincible ftrcngth, their boldnefs, their am-i 
bition, their ardour of relblution, their unre* 
mitting eagerncfs for vidory — were you to fee 
all this, I am very fure, that you would never 
have done praiiing, Ihouting, and appbuding; 

ANACHARSIS. 

Could any man living, on fuch an occafion^ 
refrain from laughter and derifion? All the 
virtues, O Solon, that you have enumerated, all 
that health, all that vigour, all that beauty, and 
all that boldnefs, are well difpofed of truly ! 
You muft derive great advantages from fuch 
qualities fo employed, when neither your coun- 
try is endangered, your lands laid wafte, your 
families injured, nor your friends oppreflbd! 
SeriouQy I look upon thefe diftinguifhed per- 
fooages in a very ridiculous light. I ihall never 

forbear 
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forbear laughing, jwhen 1 think of men bearing 
fo many hardfhips, llruggling with fo many 
difficulties, disfiguring their fine perfons with 
mud and fand, and freely pu|ting up with black 
eyes and bloody nofes v to obtain the honoura- 
ble enjoyment of an apple, or an olive branch. 
But have all the combatants thefe rewards ? 

SOLON. 

No, certainly i only the conqueror. 

ANACHARSIS. 

And fo many are eager to engage in a con- 
ceit, where the chances are fo greatly againll 
them, and where they know that only one can 
have the prize ; where all the reft mull lit down 
with the fatisfailion of being foundly beaten 
and grievoully wounded! 

SOLON. 

You feem, Anachaffis, to be yet to learn what 
conQitutes good government: otherwile you 
would not think, of ‘ blaming thefe excellent in- 
ilitutions. But, if you fliould ever ftudy the 
formation of a ftate, and the probable means 
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of producing the. beft^ tfitiiens, you will then 
commend thefe exercifes of ours, and that emu- 
lation, which we fo much encourage ; and you 
will fee your great miftake, in fuppofing that 
thefe men have only their labour for their pains. 

•-- A N A C- H-'A RSIS. 

I am come, Solon, to your country, as far as 
from Scythia, over a prodigious tradl of land, 
and over the vaft and tempeftuous Euxine fca, 
for no other purppfe, but to inform myfelf of 
the laws and manners of the Greeks, and to cn- 
quire into the beft forms of government ; for 
which reafon I have preferred your friendftiip 
and hol5?*^®^‘^y other Athe- 

nians, from your fame as a legiflator and mo- 
ralilt, the introducer of ufeful difcipline, and 
modeller of the whole commonwealth. You 
cannot, I affure you, be more dcfirous of teach- 
ing, than I am of learning. I fliall be cpntented 
to fit, without eating or drinking, and greedily 
liften as long as your ftrength and fpirits will 
enable you to difcourfe on whatever relates to ' 
gpvernment and laws. 

5 SOLON. 
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' SOLON. 

It would be impoffiblc to bring you acquaint- 
ed with every thing at once. But, by attend- 
ing to ‘one thing after another, you will under- 
ftand the itafbns of our inftitutions concernins 
the ,gods, our parents, our tnarriages, and 
fo forth. As to what we have thought fit to 
determine concerning ouf young men, and how • 
We difpofe of them, as foon as they are able tt> 
diftihguilb what is right, being in full ftrength, 
and able to bear hardlhips •, I am going to ex- 
plain that matter to you now, that you may un- 
dcrftand why we order thefe exercifes, and our 
reafons for inuring our youth to toil. Cer- 
tainly it is not for the mere obtaining of the 
prizes, which accompany thefe contefts (which 
fall to the Ihare of but a very few), but that the 
whole community, as well as thefe individuals, 
may be benefited in fomething of greater con- 
fequence. For there is one common purfuit, in 
which all good citizens are engaged ; whidi, 
though not for a garland of pine, or olive, or 
parfley, yet comprehends in it the univerfal good 
of mankind; as publick and private liberty, 

S the 
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the enjoyment of riches and glory, of eilablilh* 
ed feftivals, of domeftick fccurity,and, in fliort, 
all the good things for which we are wont to fup- 
plicate the gods. Thefe are all interwoven in 
the garland I mean, which is acquired ur the 
conteft, to which thefe labours and thefe exer- 
cifes lead the way. 

ANACHARSIS. 

Truly I wonder, Solon, when you had re- 
wards of fuch confcquence to reckon up, that 
you Ihould fpend any time in defcaoUng on ap- 
ples, and parfley, and pines, and olives. 

SOLON. 

Even thefe you will confider with forac re* 
Ipcft, when you have heard what I have to fay. 
They derive their origin from the fame fburce, 
and are inferior parts in that great conteft, and 
of that crown, which confers, as I obfervedv all 
human happinds. — ^But I know not how it has 
happened, the difeourfe, tranfgrcfling all order, 
has begun with the tranfadions of the Ifthmus, 
Olympia, and Nemea. However, fince wc are 
both at leifure, and you arc fo willing to hear. 
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we can eafiljr go back, and deduce from its 
principles that great c<Hiteft, which occafions all 
the reft. 

ANACHARSIS. 

Undoubtedly k would be beft to fpeak of 
* thii^ in their natural order. By which means 
1 may poffibly be foon convinced my mif- 
take, and think k no longer a kughing matrer, 
to fee a man pompous and prm^, for having 
giH a garland of olive or parfley. If you will, 
we will retire into the lhade, where we may lit 
on the benches, undifturbed by the ftjouts to 
the wreftlers. Befides, to tell you the truth, I 
cannot well bear the fun, darting his fierce and 
fiery rays upon my naked head. For 1 left my 
c^ at home, becaufe I would not look fingular 
in any thing foreign. But this is the feafon of 
the year, when the dogftar (as you call it) rages 
intolerably, burning and fcorching the whole 
atmofphere j while the fun, being direftly over 
one’s head at noon, occafions a degree of heat, 
which is infupportable. I wonder how an old 
man like you can bear it without fweating, as 
I do. Not at all incommoded, you think not 
S 2 of 
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of looking for flicker in the fliade, but coi>- 
tinue unconcerned in the burning fun, 

SOLON. 

Thefe infignificant labours, O Anacharfis, 
thefc continual tumbles in the mire, thefe pains 
' in the hot fand, make us proof againft the rays 
of the fun. We want no caps, to keep oflF the 
heat. — But let us go. I would not have you 
place an implicit belief in all I fay. Whenever 
you think me in the wrong, I hope you ^ will 
put me right, and make no fcruple of contra; 
didling me. By this way of proceeding, one of 
thefe two confequences muft .follow. — Either 
you will be thoroughly convinced* being con- 
futed inwall your objeftions: or I fliall recant 
my miftakes, and learn my political creed anew i 
by which you will merit the thanks of every 
Athenian. For the more you reclaim me from 
my errors, and bring me to a jufter way of 
thinking, the more you will be a benefaftor to 
my country. When that is the cafe, I fliall 
conceal nothing, nor keep any thing back from 
the common flock of knowledge ; but will ad- 
drefs myfelf to my countrymen:..** I have 

** com- 
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** compofed, O men of Athens, fuch laws as I 
thought would be moft for the good of the 
** ftate. - But this ftranger (meaning you, 
Anacharfis), this Scythian, who is a wife man, 
“ hath compelled me, by dint of argument, 
** to change my fentiments, pointing out to 
“ me other and better laws and inftitutions than 
my own. It is therefore your part to enrol 
“ him amongft your benefadlors, and ereft him 
a braaen ftatue, near the image of Mifterva, 
“ amongft thofe illuftrjous men, from whom 
“ our Athci^an tribes derive their names.” 
Do not imagine, that the men of Athens will 
think it any difgrace to be inftrufted, though by 
a ftran^r and Barbarian, in what fo elTentiallf 
concerns the commonwealth. 

A N A C H A R S I S. 

I had heard before, that you Athenians are 
much addifted to raillery. How ftiould I, a 
poor wandering ruftick, the unfettled inhabitant 
of a waggon, perpetually changing my fituation, 
.who never lived in, never faw a city before 
$his— -how is it poflible for me to harangue on 
S 3 govern- 
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government, or prefume to inftruft [i] a peo- 
ple bred in their own foil, a city fo ancient, 
fo long happy under the influence of fuch ex- 
cellent laws? and efpecially how can I a0ume. 
fuch a charafter in the prefence of Solon, the 
iludy of whofe life has been to discover by 
what means a flate may flouriS), an|d by what 
laws and manners the people are ren(^red 
happy ? It well becomes me in this matter to 
pay atll imaginable defer^ticc to you. Though I 
lhall not fail to off^t my tactions to what may 
appear lefs manifeft j that, by the removal of 
them, you may more effeftually inform me of 
what is right. We are now in the ftade, out 
the reach of the fun \ and here is a very good 
feat on this cold ftone. Explain to me thero-. 
fore in full the eJffefts of Exercife, which your 
people arc inured to from boys j and tell me 
how clay, and labour, and dull, and tumbling, 
conftitute a great man. This I long to know 
firll : you will teach me other things in their 
turn. Bur pray remember that you arc fpeak- 
ing to a Barbarian i neither puzzle me with 
intricacy, nor outrun me with prolixity} left 

[j] ecUein innatos iblo quod incolunt. Juflio. 

J fot- 
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1 forget the beginning, before we come to 
the end. 

SOLON, 

You will be the beft judge of that yourfclf. 
Whenever I lofe perfpicuity, or run away from 
the argument, you may call me to order, and 
alk what queftions you pleafe. However, I • 
hope, if nothing ia faid foreign to the purpofe, 
nor inconfiftenc with the fubjeft, that you will 
allow mu » reafoaaWe length* For even in the 
nouTt of Aret^agus, which decides in capital 
(afes, it ha* ever been the cuftom of our country 
to allow of long fpeeches. Whenever the court 
fits for the trial of murder, or wilful maiming, 
or deftroyiog of property by fire, each party has 
liberty to fpcak, the one after the other. Pr, 
if they themfelvcs have not the faculty of mak- 
ing fpeeches, they m^ hire others to plead for 
them. And, as long as d>cy fpeak to the pur- 
pofe, they are patiently attended to. But, if 
any one artfully endeavours to gain over the in- 
clinations of the judges, or to excite pity or in- 
dignation by a profufion of oratorial imperti- 
tjenc? (which is often attempted by young 
3 4 pleaders \ 
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pleaders), the crier immedotely fteps forw^d,^ 
and commands filence. It is not permitted ■ 
them to trifle with the court, nor raife a mift 
about the caufe, to prevent the naked truth 
from appearing. I now, Anacharfis, conrflitute 
you an Areopagite. As long as I fpeak to the 
point, and follow the rules of court, you will , 
give me your attention : but, wbenevex I wan- 
der abroad in mood and figure, you t^ll-imtne- 
diately flop my tongue, and reftrain me within 
due bounds ; yet fo as nevex to prevent . my ex- 
patiating .at large on what comes within the 
^ompari of our defign. jWhile we are ynmo- ' 
lefted by the fun, you ca,n have no great caufe, 
to complain, though the diffourfe fhquld prove 
none of the fhorteft. The fhade is thick, and 
we have nothing to do,.., ^ ; 

ANAGHARSISl. 

You are right, Solon.* I think myfelf much 
obliged by your digreflion concerning the 
cuftoms ' of Mars’s hill, and the proceedings of 
thofe worthy mngiflrates, who fix their whole 
attention or. the truth. Proceed then j while 

an 
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ful Areopagite. (for fuch you have mad^ me), 
will Uft?n to you, like myfelf. 

' ■ ; 

S O L.O N. . 

In the firft place, it will be proper to fliew 
you briefly what weiunderftand by a city and 
citizens. 'We confidef not a dty, as confifting 
in its edifices, in its wallsj temples, and rhar> 
hours. All thefe are at bed a kind of firm and 
immovable body, fitted for the reception and 
fecurity of the people. All power and autho* 
rity belongs to them. It is the people who fill, 
order, perfeft, and proted: the whole i in the 
fame manner as the foul animates every one of 
u^. Upon thefe principles, we eJctend our 
cares, as you may obferve, to the body of the 
city, which we adorn with the moft elegant 
ftrudures within, and fecure with the ftrongeft 
fortifications without. But our firft and great- 
eft of all cares is, that the people may have vir- 
pous minds, and ftrong bodies : fuch will be of 
ufe to each other in peace, and will fave and de- 
fend the liberty and happinefs of the ftate in 
.y/ar. To accomplifh fuch ends, we commit the 

firft. 
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firft care of thcii> education to fe} nlotberS( 
and [f] nurses, and ] fchooJmaftcrs j who, 
we expeft, will teach them what is prop)er to 
begin with, and lay the foundation of a liberal 
tstro of mind> But as foon as they begin to per-r 
Ceive the beauty of virtue ; when inodeily, and 
a feufe of (hame, and fear, and ^ delire to ex- ' 
cel, hatve ta|cen root in their minds ; when their 
bodies are able to endure labour, being more) 
^rm and compadt j we then alter the difeif^ne 
and culture both of the mind and body, Fex*' 
we think it not fufficient merely to be born un- 
der fuch drcumllances as all others are ) unkfa 
our bodies and minds are cultivated |n luch ^ 
manner as will conduce mdt to private and pub^ 
tick advantage. By care and diligence our 
good difpofitions are improved and ftrengthened,^ 
and whatever is amifs is altered fot the better, 
lo this we copy the example of the hulband- 
roan, who, while his plants are young and ten- 
der, covers and fecures tfiem front the wind ^ 

TIte Superior rnerit of the nutfe confiantly beat* away 
the patm fiom her coropetitor*. It i« to the credit of man-, 
hind, that no age has been barren of gratitude to fo propi- 
nous a charafter. She is fetti in the heft company, and ha^ » 
hMf poetical jufticc done hjir by Hopaer, Virgil, and Pope. 

but. 
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l)ut, when the ftalk has acquired fuilictent firm- 
nefs, cutting off every fui^rflaous part, he com- 
mits them freely to be blown and fliaken by 
every breeze *, of which he reaps the advantage. 
We firft eJtcite in their minds a defirc of learn- , 
ing mudek, and arithmetick ; we teach them 
to write, and read diftindtly. As they grow up, 
we frequently repeat to them the fayings of wife • 
men, the exploits of antiquity, and ufeful lef- 
fons, put into verfe, that they may be more 
eafily remembered. Hearing thus of the vir- 
tuous and memorable adions of famous men, 
they arc inflamed by degrees with a defire of 
imitating them $ that they too may be cele- 
brated and admired by poftcrity j like the heroes 
of old Isomer and Hefiod. By and by, when 
|hey are of age to be employed in the ftate, and 
take upon them the management of publick 
affairs — but this is digrefling. For I intended 
not at firft to fhew the manner of exercifing 
the mind : the bufinefs was, to let you fee the 
propriety of inuring the bodies of our youths 
to labour. I therefore enjoin myfclf filence, 
without waiting for the-^rier, or expeding the 
^eprehenfion of fuch an Areopagite as you-, 

I who. 
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v?bo, I fuppofe, are too good-natured to rc-. 
call me from my wandering. 

A N A C H A R S I S. 

What is the reafon, Splon, that, in the Areo- 
pagus, when a man conceal? the moft impor- 
tant circumftanees in profound filence, the 
court does nop think of punilhing hirn ? 

SOLON, 

I cannot anfwer ypur queftion,. without know? 
ing what you mean, . , 

A N A C H A R S I S. 

I mean, that you are pafling by the beft parp 
Vf the fubjeft, and what would give me great- 
eft pleafure to hear- iNegleding what belongs 
to the mind, you would confine your difcourfe 
to the* labours and exercifes of the body^ 
which are matters of lefs confequence. 

SOLON. 

Becaufe, Sir, I very well remember what we 
■ begun with, and have no defire to overload your 
memory with too many words. However, I 

wilf 
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will briefly touch upon that point alfo, “ For to 
handle it accurately would: require a compfcte 
difeourfe.- We temper and harmonize, theit 
minds by teaching them the common laws, all 
of which are expofed to the publick, who fee 
written in large letters the duties they are^ to 
perform, and the vices they are to avoid. We 
introduce them to the acquaintance of good 
men, fuch as we call 'Sophifts and y] Philofo^ 
phet^, from whofe cohverfatidh they learn t6 
fpeak properly, to do juftree, to live as bccoihes 
fellow- citizens, to engage in ho mean purfuirl 
to follow what is good, to forbear every kind of 
violence. In the comedies and tragedies^ 
which are publickly reprefented in the theatre’ 
- we fet before them the virtues and vices of 
old times, that they may l^rn to em'uia’t? tiro 
former, and abhor the latter. We alipw'our 
players the liberty of ridiculin’^^'and fttirfemg 
fuch of our citizens as adl unworthily of thdr 
charadter, and are a difgrade to " the ‘ftate.- 
[e] Which is done not only on their account,' 

* MA word unknown in Solon’s tinic. 

M The truth is, that Solon was fo far from hoping to 
reform mens manners by theatrical reprefentations, that, 

when 
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but for the lake of others. For men, feeii^ 
themielves thus expoied to deriHon, will na- 
turally take care to avoid the occafion of iL 

ANACHARSIS. 

I believe, Solon, 1 have feen thole tragedians 
<md comedians, which you mention. The 
former have great heavy (hoes half way up 
their legs, golden bindings on their coats, 
and have roonftrous ugly gaping heads. They 
talk uncommonly big out of the heads, and 
Italk about in the flioes with mighty ftate. It 
was at the feaft of Bacchus, I think, that I law 
them. Your comedians wefe Ids elevated, made 
lels nolle, and walked and talked more like hu- 
man creatures. But their Q/*] head-pieces were 
far more ridiculous, and they made the whole 
theatre laugh. The other lofty beings cxcited 
a general forrowi being pitied, I fuppofe, on 

when Thefpit the ih^niag player came to Athens, he would 
not foifer him to exhibit. Solon had the fame opinion of 
tragedies that another difeeming lawgiver had of Gulliver’s 
Travels, which, he faid, “ was a book full of improbable lies, 
for his part, he hardly believed a word of it.” Diogencr 
La«tius,.p, tg. Pope’s Works, vol. ix. p. fg. 

See tho perfonx in Sandby’s Terence. 

account 
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account of the heavy clogs, which fo mifcr«u 
bJy encumbered dieir legs. 

SOLON. 

The aftors were not the objefts of pity, my 
good Sir. The poet, I imagine, produced a 
detail of fome ancient calamitous ftory j and his 
mournful diftion, aided by the aftors, might 
well occafion the (bedding of many tears. Did 
not you fee alfo fome perfons playing upon 
flutes, and others (landing in a circle, and (ing- 
ing? Neither the finging nor the piping is 
without its ufe. By all fuch things the mind is 
(harpened and improved.— Our manner of exer- 
cifing their bodies, which you feemed defirous 
to know, is this ; As foon as they arc grown 
firm and (Irong, we ftrip off their clothes, and 
expofe them fully to the weather j till every 
feafon becomes indifferent, and they neither re- 
gard the heat of fummer, nor the cold of win- 
ter. Thenu we fupple their bodies with oil, 
which makes them more pliant and vigorous. 
For it were abfurd to fuppofe, that tanning, 
which is fo ufeful to a dead hide, (hould do no 
good to a living body. Then, by the invention 

of 


Digitized by Google 



172 DIALOGUfiS OP tUcfAN. 

of a variety of exercifes, for each of which wd 
appoint a mafter, whether it be boxing, of what- 
ever elfe, we accuftom them to endure toil, we 
teach them to defy a blow, and be fearlefs of 
a wound. Hence arife two very , great advan- 
tages : our young men enjoy perfedt health and 
ftrcngth, and, by never fpariiig themfelves, ac- 
quire the greateft contempt of danger. By 
being ufed to wreftling, they learn to fall with 
fafety, to get up readily, to pulh, to grapple, to 
twift, to fqueeze, to lift their adverfary from 
the ground. Thefe things are of great ufe, but 
efpecially in one principal circumftance, that 
perfons trained in this manner become much 
ftronger, and better able to endure hardfliip. 
Another advantage far from being inconfidera- < 
ble is, that, having long been praftifed in peace, 
they are always expert in war. Such a man, 
being engaged with an enemy, will fooner bring 
him to the ground •, or, if he be down himfelf, 
will more eafily get up again. In a^l thefe con- 
tefts, Anacharfis, we have an eye to real en- 
gagements in war.' And we cannot but be of 
opinion, that men prepared in this manner muft 
diftinguilh themfelves in arms. Their naked 

bodies 
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bodies are madeifapple and aftive by oil and 
exercife ; they are flout, and flrong, light, and 
dextrous, and fully prepared to over-power 
the enemy. You can eafily conceive what they 
muft be in arms, whofe appearance, when 
naked, flrikes terror into an enemy ; who are 
neither lumpilhly fat, nor delicately lean ; who 
exhibit not the appearance of women, that pine 
in the lhade ; who do not tremble, and fweat, 
and pant under a helmet, though the fun exert 
his meridian power. What would they be fit 
for, were tliey to be made uneafy with thirfl, or 
grovv faint with dufl? were they to fwoon at 
the fight of blood, and, before they are within 
reach of the enemy, fall down dead with fear ? 
Our youths look as they fhould do. Their 
ruddy cheeks are tempered by the rays of the 
fun. They are full of life, and fire, and man- 
iy -vigour. Having attained habitual health, 
being neither loaded with fat, nor withered with 
the want of it, their bodies are kept in proper 
order. All hurtful fuperfluities are evaporated 
by fweat, and nothing is retained but what con- 
tributes to flrength and adivity. As the chaft' 
is winnowed from the wheat, fo we clear the 
T . body 
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body of thofe redundanciqs,; which would de- 
ftroy its health and vigour. Hence- it is, that 
they have the beft conftitutions, and can bear 
the greateft and moft lading labours ; that they 
rarely fweat, and are very feldom faint. To re- 
turn to the winnower : if one (hould fet fire to 
, wheat,, draw, and chaff j tjie draw, I dare fay, 
would be gone in a trice j but the corn itfelf 
would not take fire but by flow degrees, and 
without any blaze, requiring a confiderable time 
to fmother away, and be entirely confumcd. 
Thus a right conditution of body does not foon 
fubmit to labour or difeafe. Where the infide 
is in good order, and the outfide well fortified, 
neither heat nor cold can do harm. The fuper- 
abundant warmth of conditution, acquired by 
condant exercife, adminiders fuch occafional 
' fupplies of vigour on any emergency, as are al- 
mod invincible. For previous toils and la- 
bours do not diminidi, but increafe the drength, 
which is roufed and excited by motion, like fire 
under embers. Befides we fo accudom our 
young men to running, that they are able not 
only to hold out through a long courfe; but, 
from their lightnefs and fpeed, to perform it 

with 
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With the utmoft expedition. They do not run 
upon hard firm ground, but in deep fand, 
which finks under them every moment, and 
makes it very difficult for them to keep on 
their feet, where they flip at almoft every ftep. 
To improve them in leaping, we fupply them 
with \j] leaden weights, which they hold in 
their hands, and attain fuch a proficiency by 
praflice, that they are not flopped by a ditch 
or any fuch obftacle, but fairly jump over it. 
They endeavour alfo to outdo one another in 
throwing the javelin. You faw in the Gym- 
nafium a round thing made of brafs, refembling 
a fmall (hield, but without any handle or thongs* 
You tried the weight of it, as it lay before you, 
and thought it heavy and difficult to be laid hold 
of, by rcafon of its fmoothnefs. They tofs that 
up into the air, or ftraight forwards, as far as 
polfible, every one endeavouring to go beyond 
all the reft. This exercife ftrengthens the 
flioulders, and gives a fpring to their limbs. 
I proceed now to inform you what are the ules 
of the 'dull and t clay, which you thought fo 

if] Something like this may be feen in fome parts of 
EtiglantU 

T 2 ridicu- 
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ridiculous. In the firft place a fall in the foft 

#• 

mud is not attended with danger. And then 
they become more flippery by fweating in the 
mire. You may call this the conduft of an 
eel i but it is neither ridiculous nor ufelefs. 
It conduces not a little to the ftrength and pli- 
ablenefs of the mufcles ; for they muft of ne- 
ccflity lay fall hold, or they hav>; no chance of 
keeping one another from perpetually efcaping 
the gripe. It is no eafy matter to hold a man 
all over oil, and mud, and fweat, flinging and 
tolTing himfelf on all fides, to get out of your 
hands. All thefe things (as I told you before) 
are of vaft ufe in war, either when you are to 
carry off a wounded friend from the field, or 
when you are to feize an enemy and bear him 
off in your arms. We therefore propofe to 
them immoderate exercifes ; that, being ufed to 
overcome difficulties, they may not be daunted 
with ordinary occurrences. On the other hand, 
our reafon for exercifing them in the duft is, 
to prevent flipping. For as by much praflice 
in the mud they learn to hold faft their anta-, 
gonift, in fpite of his aptitude to efcape, in the 
Iknd they learn to get away themfelves, when 
a they 
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they feem caught. The duft receives and re- 
ftrains the profufe fweat, occafions their ftrength 
to hold out, and prevents the evil confequences 
of expofing the open pores of the body to the 
wind. Befides,. it cleans the body, and clears 
the Ikin. I wilh I could fet before you one of 
thofe pale- looking .creatures brought up in 
the (hade, and any one of thefe e^ercifed in 
the Lycjeum ; that, after wafliing off the duft 
and mire, might afk - you which .of the two 
you. would wifh to refemble. I know you 
would at firft fight, without any experience of 
either, determine, that the firmnefs and ftrength 
of a good conftitution is to be preferred to a 
delicate complexion, wafted and difiblved in 
luxury, and pale from a fcarcity of blood, which 
retires to the inward parts. — Such, Anacharfis, 
are the exercifes, to which we accuftom our 
youth, and by means of which we expedl them 
to be. the bulwarks of their country. Under 
fuch proteftion we hope to live in liberty, and 
vanquifh every enemy that ihall dare to attack 
us.. By fuch means we fhall be always formida- 
ble to the neighbouring nations, the greater part 
of which will be well contented to pay us tri- 
. T 3 butc. 
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bute. In peace alfo we experience the good 
efFeds of thefe games. Our young men enter . 
into no vicious emulation : their leifurc being •* 
thus employed, they are not mifchievous for 
want of fomething to do. The publick weal, 
the higheft felicity of a ftate, confifts (as I ob- 
ferved) in having the young men always ready 
to engage with alacrity in the moft laudable 
purfuits, equally prepared for peace and war. 

A 

ANACHARSIS. 

So, when' the enemy approaches, you befmear 
yourfelves well with oil, make yourfelves very 
dirty, and march out to box them ! They doubt- 
lefs run away in a terrible fright, not daring to 
open their mouths, left you fhould dafti in hand- 
fuls of fand ; afraid of your jumping round 
them, getting upon their backs, twitting your 
legs about them, and putting your elbows in 
their throats! Thq' may (hoot their arrows, and 
throw their darts, if they pleafe : but they will 
make about as much impreflion on men full of 
blood and well tanned by the fun, as on fo many 
ft^ues ! You are not made of ftraw, or chaff, 
to give way at the firft onfct ! Late, very late, 

an4 
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and not till after many grievous wounds*, will 
ye vouchlafe to lole a little blood ! Is not this 
what you mean f .Or, perhaps, you will accoutre 
yourfelves in the panoply of your players, and 
go out to battle ‘wnth gaping malks, and fright- 
ful fltces ! And I fuppofe you will put on the 
•high flioes, which will feel light, if you ftiould 
judge it proper to fly 5 and by the afliftance of 
which you may make fuch mighty ftrides as 
cannot fail to bring you up with the enemy, if 
your bufinefs fhould be to purfue ! — To be feri- 
ous, I would have you confider, .Solon, whe-. 
ther fuch curious devices be any more than mere 
trifles, a fultable occupation for young men who 
have nothing to do, and are willing to enjoy 
their idlenefs. If you think of being free and 
happy in good earneft, you ftand in need of a 
different difeipline, the real exercife of arms. 
You muft not contend one with another in fport ; 
but muft venture to face an enemy, where there 
is fuch a thing aS danger. You muft give 
over your dull and your oil, and teach your 
young men the ufe of the bow and the javelin, 
not putting, into their hands fuch light things as 
fi puff of wind would blow away; let them have 
* T ^ a fturdy 
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a fturdy lance that whizzes through the air, a 
fwinging great ftone, a fword, a fliield, a breaft- 
plate, a helmet. As mattegis -are managed at. 
prefent, you mull have been proteded by the 
kindnefs of fome good-natured divinity ; or half 
a handful of light-armed foldiers would have 
done your bufinefs before now. If I ihould 
draw this dagger from my belt, and fingly at- 
tack your army of heroes, I warrant I (hould 
foon make an end of their fport. I fhould be 
m after of the field, while every one would fly 
hclterfkeker, not being able to endure the fight 
of a naked fword. I ftiould laugh heartily to 
fee them with tears in their eyes, and their knees 
knocking together, creeping for Ihelcer behind 
ftatues and pillars. They would not then look 
fo ruddy, but would have the palenefs of 
allies, the tint which fear beftows. Indeed 
fuch has been the effed of a profound peace, 
that I queftion whether you could bear to be- 
hold the creft of an adverfc helmet. 

SOLON.* 

Nobody ever gave this account of us before ; 
neither the Thracians who made war upon us 

under 
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under the command of Eumolpus, nor your 
Amazons with Hippolyta at their head, nor any 
who fpoke from experience. For, my good Sir, 
though our young men are naked when they 
perform their exercife, we do not therefore ex- 
pofe them unarmed to the dangers of war: but, 
when they are perfeft in thefe games, we then 
put arms into their hands, which they manage 
fo much the better for having been thus pre- 
pared. 

ANACHARSIS. 

And where is this military fchool of yours? 

I have feen nothing like it, though I have been 
^11 over the city. 

SOLON. 

If you flay any confiderable time longer , • 

amongft us, you will fee that each of us has a 
variety of arms, to be ufed on occafion. We 
)iave helmets, and horfes, and caparifons. About 

one fourth part of our whole number are horfe- 

* 

men. ^But in peace we can fee no neceffity for 
being always armed, and never being feen with- 
put an inftrurnent of death. Accordingly any 

man 
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man who wears a fword in the city, or goes 
armed in publick without caufe, is liable to a 
penalty. You Scythians indeed are very ex- 
cufable, if you go armed all your lives. For, 
being without fortifications, you are not only 
ejtpofed to continual furprifes and incurfions, 
but are always in a ftate of warfare. For you 
can never be certain, that fomebody or other 
will not fall upon you, while you are fleeping 
in your waggon, and drag you out, and kill 
you. That mutual diftruft, which mud be in 
a fociety not reftrained by laws, where all men 
Jive as they lift, makes a fword always ne- 
ceflary ; for no one can tell how foon he may jje 
attacked. 


ANACHARSIS. 

So, Sir, you think it idle to wear a fword 
' without abfolute neceffity, and fpare your arms, 
for fear of wearing them out with handling i 
laying them up againft the time when they muft 
be ufed. But you’ do not argue in this manner 
with regard to your young men. Without any 
fufficient reafon you wafte them with toil, yoii 
batter them with needlefs blows, you roll them 
. ■ " ip v 
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in duft and dirt, you diflblve them in fweat, to 
anfwer no purpofe at all, . . . 

SOLON. 

You feem, Anacharfis, to entertain the fame 
notion of bodily ftrength, as of wine, or water. 

• 

You think it will evaporate by labour, as liquor ’ 
does out of a jar, and leave nothing behind 
but a body empty and dry. But this is fo far 
from being the cafe, that the more you draw off . 
your ftrength in exercife, the fafter it flows in ; 
not unlike the Hydra in the Fable, which, as 
faft as one head was cut off, had two fprung 
up in its room. Indeed the feeble body, that 
has not been ufed to exercife, and has not fub- 
ftance to withftand fatigue, may well be injured 
and wafted by labour ; fince the very fame •> 
blaft, that mend^ the fire, would infallibly blow 
out the candle. 

ANACHARSIS. 

I do not very well underftand what you fay : 
requires a more clofe attention, as well as a 
more acute difcernment than I am matter of. 

^ut I would gladly know the realbn, that, nei- 
ther 
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thcr in the Olympian, nor Pythian, nor Ifthmian, 
nor other games, reforted to by fuch a vaft con- 
courfe of fpeftators, you exhibit no conteft in 
arms j but only expofe your naked champions 
to be kicked and beaten, rewarding the vidori- 
ous with apples and olive boughs. This is 
’ very particular, and requires explanation, 

SOLO N. 

We think, Anacharfis, that this method of 
proceeding will make our young men much 
more eager and fond of exercife, when they fee 
thofe who excel thus honoured, and their merits 
proclaimed before all Greece. Knowing before 
whom they are to appear undrefled, they na- 
turally provide the beft ftock of health and 
ftrength, with whatever can make them worthy 
of vidory, and fave them from (hame. And 
then our rewards, as I f»d before, are not in- 
confiderable : to be applauded by all the fpeda- 
tors, to be the moft diftinguilhed, to be pointed 
out as excelling all competitors, are prizes 
worth contending for. Hence it is that many 
of the fpedators, who are of an age not unfit 
for thofe excrcifcs, depart from the place in^ 

flamed 
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flamed with the love of virtue and labour. This 
is of fuch confequence, O Anacharfis, that, were 
the love of glory banilhed from the world, I 
know not what good would be left in it, nor 
where we Ihould find any effedual motive to a 
memorable aftion. From their great eagernefs 
in contending naked for an apple, or a wreath 
of wild olive, you may imagine how they will 
behave with arms in their hands, fighting for 
the defence of their country, their religion, 
their wives and children. I wonder what you 
would fay, if you were to behold the battles of 
our quails and [b] fighting cocks, and our great 
fondnefs for fuch fights. You would furely 
laugh, efpecially when you hear that all is ac- 
cording to law, and that our young men are 
obliged to be prefent, and behold thefe birds 
fight to the laft extremity. Neither is this fo ri- 
diculous as you may imagine. By impcrcepti- 

\Ij\ Themiftoclcs, having obferved, that cocks are always 
ready to fight without any reafon, rccominendctl them to his 
army, as heroes well worthy of imitation. Of which having 
found the good eifecfs, the Athenians, ever intent on im- 
proving the morals of their country, efiablilhed cock-fighting 
by law. jEiian, V. H. ii. c. a 3 . Perhaps every admirer of 
that elegant amufement may not have read j^Elian. 
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ble degrees a contempt of danger takes po^- 
feflion of the foul. No one would be thought 
to have lefs fpirit and courage than a game- 
* cock ; and no one is unwilling to encounter 
wounds, labours, and difficulties. As to mak- 
ing trial of our youth in arms, and expofing 
them to be wounded by one anotherj that would 
be afting the part of favages to all intents and 
purpofes. Befides, that it would be fooliffi to 
throw away in fport the lives of our beft men, 
who may be fo much better employed againft * 
our enemies. You talk, Anacharfis, of vifit- 
ing the other parts of Greece. Pray remember, ' 
when you come to Sparta, not to laugh, nor 
think it labour in vain, when you fee them beat- 
ing one another about the theatre for a ball. 

The followers of Lycurgus and thofe of Her- 
cules go into a place furrounded with water, 
where, being dripped and drawn up like two 
armies, they fall upon each other and fight, 
till one or the other party is driven either out 
of the inclofure, or into the water. After 
which hoftilities ceafe, and peace enfues. What 
will you think, when you fee them whipped at 
the altar, till they dream with blqod j while 

their 
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their fathers and mothers look on without the 
lead fymptom of any other concern than left 
they Ihould ftirink ; threatening, begging, and 
befeeching them to bear their flogging as long 
as poflible ? Many have died of the ftripes 
thus given them, fcorning to furvive the Ihame 
of yielding to the lafh in the prefence of their 
relations. You will fee ftatues erefted to their 
honour at the publick expence. Take care you 
entertain no fufpicions of their being mad, nor 
make any observations on their caufing unne- 
ceflary pain, when neither domeftick tyrant nor 
foreign enemy gives them any occafion. I 
dare fay that Lycurgus, their lawgiver, could 
have alledged many plaufible arguments in de- 
fence of his inftitution. He would have made 
it appear, that, being their friend, he could not 
intend any hoftile oppreflion, nor out of ill- 
will thus to wafte the rifing ftrength of the 
ftate; but that his defign was, to make thofe, 
who were to defend their country, fuperior to 
every pain. And you may very well imagine, 
without confulting Lycurgus, that fuch a Spar- 
tan, when taken prifoner in war, and put to 
the torture, will not fulFer one improper word 

to 
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to efcape him. He fmilcs at his tormentors, 
and, with invincible fortitude of mind, makes 
it difficult to judge, whether what he under- 
goes will firft tire his enemy or himfelf. 

ANACHARSIS. 

Pray, Sir, was Lycurgus himfelf whipped in 
his youthful days? or did he produce this 
pretty invention of his at an age when he was 
too old to partake of the amufement ? 

SOLO N. 

He made thefe laws when he was an old man, 
after his return from Crete. He had gone to 
refide fome time amongft the Cretans, to have 
an opportunity of learning their excellent laws, 
of which Minos the fon of Jupiter was the au- 
thor. 

ANACHARSIS. 

I am amazed, Solon, that you do not imitate 
Lycurgus in this, beating of the poor boys j 
which b fo fiiie a thing, -and fo worthy of you. 

• . SOLON. 

The reafon is, our own country exercifes are 
fufficient for our purpofe, and we are not fond 
of copying foreign fafhions. 

ANA- 
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ANACHARSIS. ' 

That is not the thing. You cannot but be 
fenfible of the abfurdity of fcourging a poor 
naked objeft with his hands above his head, 
for no earthly advantage publick or private. If 
I Ihould travel to Sparta, and be there during 
the folemnity of fuch proceedings, I mull ex-^ 
peft to be overwhelmed with a fnower of ftones. 
For who could forbear affronting a people, that 
whip their innocent children, like fo many 
thieves or pickpockets^? Really in my mind 
the city, that can fuffer fuch ridiculous cuf- 
toms, wants to be well purged with helle- 
bore, * 

> . 

SOLON. • 

Do not think, Sir, that you have carried your 
caufe, becaufe there is nobody here to con- 
tradift you. You will find that the Spartans 
can defend their own cuftoms. — But now that 
I have finifhed my account of our cxercifcs, ' 
which you feem not very highly to relifh, I 
hope you will indulge me in turn with an 
account of your manner of training up your 
U young 
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young men in Scythia, what exercifes you have, 

and how you make them honcft and brave. 

•* , 
ANACHARSIS. 

It is but fair, Solon. I will certainly give 
you an account of our Scythian cuftoms, which 
are not fo refpedable as to refemble yours. 
For we are fuch cowards, that we cannot bear 
a fingle flap on the face— but, if you pleafe, 
we will defer it till to-morrow, that I may con- 
fider more at leifurc what I have heard, and 
bethink myfelf better of what I am tq fay, 
Fet us go ; for it is almoft night, 
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\ 

'ft 

L Y C I N U S. 

T hat you are an admirable poet, and 
that your verfes as well as your laurel were 
given you by the Mufes, no man can doubt j 
fince we have your own [/] Word for it ih thofe 
fublime and celeftial poems. Yet that preface 
of yours might pofe one, where you talk of 
having been gifted with the precious faculty of 
verfe-making, that you might celebrate things 
paft, and foretel things to come. The one of 
thefe indeed you have fully executed, going 
through the whole genealogy of the gods, as 
far back as Chaos, Earth, Heaven, and Love.^ 
You have fung the praifes of women, and the 

[/] Hef. Theog. xxx, 

U 3 ’ pre. 
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precepts of agriculture. Befides a multitude 
of otlicr things, you have let us into the fecrets 
of the feven ftars, have taught plowing and 
reaping, and told us the beft time to fet fail. 
This part of your undertaking you have per- 
formed to a tittle. But as to the foretelling of 
future events, which would have been beyond 
comparifon more for the emolument of man- 
kind, and much more like the munificent gods, 
concerning that you have been quite filent; 
you have not even made the leaft attempt; 
leaving things entirely in the dark : fo that 
your poetry in that refpedl has nothing of the 
merit of Calchas, Telephus, Polyidus, or Phi- 
neus. Thefe men never pretended to the' good 
graces of the Mufes ; yet they foretold abund- 
ance of events, and difdained not to clear up 
the doubts of their humble fupplicants. So 
that one of thefe three charges you cannot but 
admit. Either you told a He, (begging your 
pardon) when you faid' the Mufes had promij.ed 
you the power of divination. Or, if they .real- 
^ did bellow that faculty on you, you have 
invidioufly concealed it, nor been of the leaft 
ufe to thofc who Hand in need of it. Or elfe 

; perhaps 
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perhaps you have written fevcral poems on the 
fubjeft, of which for fome unknown reafon 
you rcferve the publication to a future time. 
For I would not undertake to fay, that the 
Mufes, after their double promife, have granted 
one half, and withheld the other. Ffpecially 
as the knowledge of future events was the nrft 
part of their infpired declaration. However 
you are certainly the propereft man to be con- 
fulted in what relates to yourfelf. For it can 
never be difagreeable to the gods, who fo gene- 
roudy beflow what they have, for you their, 
friends and difciples to difpel our doubts, and 
tell us the whole truth of what you know. 

HESIOD. 

It would be very eafy. Sir, to (lop your 
mouth, by obferving to you, that nothing in 
my poems is to be placed to my account, but 
to that of the Mufes. Your way therefore 
would be, to go to the fountain-head, and de- 
mand of them their reafons for faying and not 
faying certain things. As to what proceeded 
more immediately from my own (lock of know- 
ledge, which pertains to the driving, feeding, 
U 4 milk- 
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milking, and management of cattle, I am rea- 
dy, as it becomes me, to give the beft account 
I can of it. But the Mufes give no other rca- 
fon than their own will and pleaftne for be- 
llowing their favours on whom and to what 
degree they think fit. However you lhall not 
complain of a poet’s want of apology. Though 
I cannot allow that our works ought to have 
their every fyllable fifted with fuch perfeft mi- 
nutenefs. If, in the heat of his career, fome- 
thing efcape the poet’s judgment, you Ihould 
not be over- rigid to examine j but confider, 
'that, for the fake of meafure and harmony in 
our numbers, we are forced to fay many things, 
which we do not entirely mean. There are 
certain modes of exprellion, which we cannot 
avoid giving into, to keep up the fmoothnefs 
of verfification. But you would wantonly rob 
us of what we poets prize above all, the flights 
of fancy, and the indulgence of our invention. 
You wilfully pafs over the numberlefs beauties 
of our compofitions, and cavil for ever at ex- 
ceptions, delighted with finding fault. But /ou 
are not the only carping critick, nor I the only 
bard abui'ed. My brother Homer has fallen 

into 
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into the hands of not a few induftrious to dif- 
cover blemiflies in hife admirable poems. But, 
if it be necefiary to wave thefe general remarks, 
and come more particularly to the point, I 
lhall only beg the favour of you, good Sir, 
to read over my Works and Days. In that 
poem you cannot fail to find abundant tokens 
of the divine prophetick mufe, foretelling the 
fuccefs of feafonable labours, and pointing out 
the future punilhmcnt of negligence. 

[i] Untimely tillage fcarcc tliy balkct fills. 

I have Ihewn at large the profperous events that 
fkilful hulbandmen may fairly expedl; which 
certainly is a kind of divination the moft ufe- 
ful of any. ^ 

L Y C I N U S. 

Indeed, dread Sir, this filly manner of de- 
fending yourfclf looks as if it really was fome 
goddefs who gave you your verfes. But, as to 
fuch predidions as you mention, we could 
have made them ourfclves, without the help 
of either you or your Mufes. When poets and 
pierians fall a prophefying, they Ihould prophefy 

[if] Heliod’s Works and Days, ii. vcr. ipo. ^ 

S like 
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like themfelves. But there is not a farmer 
living, who cannot tell that plenty of rain will 
produce a plentiful crop, and that, when the 
fields are burnt up with long drought, there 
will infallibly be a fcarcity. Every one knbws, 
that the middle of fummer is not the fcafon 
for plowing, and that fowing requires carej 
that corn is not to be reaped whilft it is green, 
becaufe it then contains nothing of ufe. Wc 
can guefs too without a prophet, that the feed 
fliould be well harrowed in, to fave it from the 
crows. Thefe rules are founded on reafon, and 
are undoubtedly very juft. But then they are 
not to be confidered as any branch of the 
prophetick art, which is employed in difcover- 
ing what is obfcure, and beyond the reach of 
mere man. For inftance, to foretel to Minos, 
that his fon would be choaked in a tub of 
honey [/J, to explain the caufc of Apollo’s an- 
ger, and prcdift the ten years ficge of Troy : 
there was prophecy, if you pleafe. But, if 
what you mention is to be deemed fuch, then 
I too am a prophet, as well as you. Withoui 
one drop Caftalian dew, without either lau- 

[/] Horn. II. i. vcr. 93. and li. ver. 300 to 332. 

rei 
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rel or Delphick tripod, I will undertake to ' 
fay, that, if a man goes out naked in the (harp 
air amidft rain or hail, he will afluredly be 
feized with a cold Bt of an ague *, and, what is 
more wonderful ftill, a hot fit will fucceed: 
bcfides a multitude of other things, which it 
would be idle to mention. But, if you will be 
ruled by me, drop fuch filly pretenfions, and 
flick to what you firft fet out with. Say that 
your verfes were not of your own produftion, 
but that you wrote under the influence of fonft- 
thing divine ; which was however not entirely 
to be relied on, fince it made good one half 
of its promife, and negleded the other half. 
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The COUNCIL of the GodsK 

JopiTER, Mercory, and’MoMus. 


[/&] This council of the gods is in the flyle and manner of 
the Athenian afiemblies. The ieveral offices of JupitoTt 
Neptune, Apollo, &c. mentioned in the preamble of the de- 
cree^ could not be exa£Uy rendered into Englilh in fo many 
words. Whoever would know more of the nature of an af- 
fembly at Athens, may take the pains to read the £K- 
|CAH£IA£OT2AI of Ariilophanes. 
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The COUNCIL of the Gods. 

>K;:->K;:(>K>K):<>:o:OK>^ 

JUPITER. 

T]' O R the future, ye gods, let me have none 
-•- of your whifpering, running into corners, 
laying your heads together, and muttering 
againft feveral that you think ought to be kick- 
ed out of the company : but, fince a council 
has been fummoned, let every one declare his 
fentiments openly aad above-board, blaming 
whatever is blame-worthy. Do you. Mercury, 
make proclamation according to law. 

MERCURY. 

All manner of perfons are hereby command- 
ed to keep filence ! If any of the old eftablifix- 
cd gods choofes to fpeak to the queftion con- 
cerning upftarts and intruders, let him come 
forth, ajid he fliall be heard ! 

MOMUS. 


/» 
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M O M U S. ‘ 

I lhall offer a few words, Jupiter, with your 
leave. 

JUPITER. 

Pr’ythee do not aflc any more leave: you 
are allowed to fpeak by proclamation, 

M O M U S. 

I fay then, that I think fomc here are very 

much in the wrong, who, of men being made 

gods, arc not contented to ' have the privilege 

to themfelves ; but nothing lefs will ferve their 

turn than admitting pages and attendants to 

the lame honour. I beg, Jupiter, that I may 
#• 

not be under any reftraintj for that would 
prevent my fpeaking at all. And every body 
knows* how free I am of my tongue, and how 
unwilling to keep it ftill, when any thing is 
amifs. I am ufed to fcrutinize every a6tion 
openly, and fpeak my mind without favour or 
affeftion, without fear or dread. For which 
reafon moft people confider me as a very trou- 
blefomc fellow, and call me the common in- 
former. However, fince it is. aUowcd by law, 

and 




Digitized byLioogle 



THE C O U N C I &C. 305 

and by proclamarion, and by you, Jupitefj I 
will freely fpeak toy mind without rcferve. I 
fay then, that there arc many, who, not fatif- 
fied with being admitted themfelves into our 
fociety and to a (hare of our good living, though 
but half divine : have notwithftanding introdu- 
ced into Heaven their fervants dhd aflbciate 
revellers, and had them enrolled in the number 
of gods i fo that they partake of the facrifices, 
and have an equal fliare of the good cheer j 
though not one of them has paid for being 
made free of the company. 

J U f I T E R. 

Do not you go about the bufli,"^ Momusj - 
but fpeak out plainly and diftin£tly, and nan#. . 
names. You have exprelTcd yourfelf in fuch 
a manner^ as to raife various fufpicions amongft 
us one of another j which is enough to fet us 
all together by the ears. But a free fpeaker 
Ihould not fcruple to declare himfelf in the 
moll particu^ manner. 

M O M U S. 

I am heartily glad, Jupiter, that you are 
£ot plainncls of fpcech. That is greatly and 

royally 
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royally-ftld. So have amongftyou! Por i will 
not fpare your names. In the firft place then, 
there is that good gentleman Bacchus, fo far 
from being a complete god, that he is but half 
a Greek j the grandfon of one Cadmus, a Phoe- 
nician vagabond. What a life he has led fince 
his coming among us, I need not mention ; as 
every body mufl: .have obferved his fbppifli 
bonnet, his drunkennefs, and his gait. No one 
can be ignorant what a diflblute mad being he 
is, never fober from the moment he wakes ! 
Yet this fellow has brought amongft us his 
whole fraternity, his whole band of buffoons. 
Pan, Silenus, and the Satyrs*, a number of 
monftrous, ugly, dancing, goatifh boors ! Pan 
^las horns, being half a goat, which' he veiy 
much refembics in the length ‘of his beard. 
Silenus is a flat-nofed, bald-pated old fellow, a 
Lydian by nation, who generally rides upon an 
afs. The Satyrs have (harp-pointed ears, arc 
bald, and have little horns' like thdfe of a kid. 
Thefe laft are Phrygians. They have, all of 
them tails. And is not this elegant fociety ? 
No wonder mortals laugh at fuch rcfpedlable 
divinities ! I do not mention the two wome^. 


r- 
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He has placed the crown of his miftrefs Ariadntf 
amongft the conftellations ) nor has he neglcdl- 
cd the daughter of Icarius, the [w] ploughman* 
But, what is bed of all, he lias alfo introduced 
into Heaven Erigone’s lap-dog, left the poor 
girl Ihould grovv melancholy for thu lofs of her 
companion. Are not thele very pretty doings ? 
You allow all this, I hope, to be fcandalous, 
mad, and ridiculous. But you fliall hear more. 

JUPITER. 

1 fee which way the game is going. But 
not a word about .^ifculapius " or Hercules, I 
bcfeech you. The former is a phyfician "^oj, one 
worth many •, and my fon Hercules, I am fiire*»> 
has dearly bought his immortality. So not a 
fyllable againft them ! do you hear ? 

MO M U S. 

“For your fake, Jupiter, I forbear; though 
I could fay a word or two. To be fure they 

[»] This ploughman firft taught the ufe of wine. The 
rVader Will determine, whether he was worth mentioning 
in a note. 

[«] Horn, II. xl. ver. {14. 

X a do 
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do ftill retain the marks of the [/] fire ; but 
that is neither here nor there. — I wilh I might 
once be permitted to fpeak of Jupiter himfclf. ' 

U P I T E R. 

You are permitted. You do not pretend to 
make an alien of me ? 

M O M U S. 

They fay fomething like it in Crete, where 
there is a fepulchre which they (hew, calling it 
Jupiter’s. But I believe them as little as I do 
the iEgienfes, who infift upon it, that you arc 
not 'of the true breed. I ftiall only take the 
liberty of obferving a few things in you, that 
are not quite fo becoming. You yourfclf were 
the firft promoter of thefe diforders. You have 
filled our afiembly with baftards, vifiting the 
{trumpets of mortality in all manner of ihapes. 
We have fometimes been in dreadful appre- 
henfions, left fome pious votary Ihould lay hold 
of you in the difguife of a bull, md facrificc 
you to Jupiter. When you affumed the ap- 
pearance of gold, we were afraid of your fal- 

[/] iEfcuIapius wai knocked down by a thunderbolt, and 
Hercules died on a funeral pile. 

ling 
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ling into a crucible; after which all that re- 
mained of the mighty Jove might have been 
worn as a necklace, a bracelet, or an ear-ring. 
Indeed it is a great fhame, I muft needs fay, 
for you thus to fill Heaven with demigods. 
What muft any one think to hear of Hercules 
being deified ? while Euryftheus, who fet him 
to work, is dead and buried ! Near to the tem- 
ple of Hercules the fervant, is the grave of 
Euryftheus his matter ! Then again at Thebes 
Bacchus is made a god ! while his coufins 
Pentheus, Aftaeon, and Learchus, are the verieft 
wretches of all mortal men. But truly, fince 
you fet the falhion of loving flefli and blood, 
all the reft do the fame : not only the gods, the 
filthy he-creatures, but the delicate goddefles 
too muft copy their righteous pattern. All the 
world have heard of other intrigues befides 
thofe of Anchifes, [gj Tithonus, Endymion, and 
Jafioncs [r]. 

JUPITER. 

Pry’thee, Momds, fay nothing about Gany- 
mede, I (hall take it very ill, if you up- 

[7] Virg. iv. 585. 

[r] Horn. OdyfT. v. 12^. 

, X 3 braid 
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braid him with his family, and make the poor 
boy fret, 

M O M U S. 

1 fuppofe too that I am , to make no men- 
tion of the eagle, which has been advanced io^ 
heaven, is perched upon the imperial, feeptoe* 
and goes near to iwftle on, thy 'awful head, 
in all the pomp of divinity ! But we muft b« 
nient on this fubjedk alfcn, for the fa^e «f <}aBy- 
mede. Bot pray tell me, Jupiter, whence came 
Attis, and Corybas, and Sabazius ? Then there 
h Mithres, the Medc j he neither drclles nof 
{peaks like a Greek. I do not think he w^d 
underftand you, if you were to drink to him. 
The Scythians and Getas, feeing this method 
of proceeding, have fairly given your fupre- 
macy the (lip, and make their gods among 
themfelves, juft as they like i by which means 
2amolxis the Have has been deified, fneaking 
in amongft us I know not how. All this how- 
ever, ye gods, is ftill tolerable. But who art thou, 
P Egyptian [jJ dog’s face, adorned with this 

[j] See the Abbe Plache's Hiftoire du Cicl. The common 
account if, tiiat the rebellion of the giants occafioned the godi 
to quit their habitations in a fright, and fly into j%g}*pt, 
W'hete they made beafls of theinl^v^s. 

. . ■ . fin? 
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fine linen ? will thy barking prove thee a god ? 
And what has that fpotted Memphian bull to 
do with oracles and pricfts ? I am alhamed to 
mention "the ibis, the ape, the goat, and other . 
divinities ftiB more ridiculous, which have got 
out of .^gypt, and are fo ftrangely fluffed into 
Heaven. • How can ye bear, ye gods, to fee 
fuch intruders put upon an equal footing with, 
nay honoured more than, yourfelves ? Pray, 
Jupiter, how do you like the raar’s horns on 
your head ? 

JUPITER. 

You tell flran^e (lories of the Egyptians, I 
confefs. But they contain myftcries, not to be 
ridiculed by the profane. 

M O M U S. 

One has need of myftcries, to be fure, to dif- 
cern that gods are gods, and dogs faces dogs- 
faces-! 

J U P I T .E R. 

Say no more about the Egyptians at prefent. , 
We will fettle that affair another time, when we 
have leifure. Now proceed to the reft. 

'• X 4 ■ MOMUS. 
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M O M U S. 

There is Tropbonius j and (what is more pro*^ 
voicing) there is Amphilochus, who, being the 
fon of an abominable matricide, utters pracles 
in Cilicia, deals in a thoufand lies, and fells 
witchcraft in fmall quantities. So that Apollq 
is out of repute. Every ftpne, and every altar, 
is now an oracle, provided it be fprinkled with' 
oil, and crowned with garlands, and attended by 
a juggler, which laft may be had anj^ where. 
The ftatue of Polydamas the wreftler cures fe- 
vers in Olympia, as that of 'Thcagenes does in 
Thafus. Heftor is treated with facrifices iq 
Ilium, and Protefilaus over-againft him in Cher- 
foncfus. And, now that we are fo fcandalonfly • 
multiplied, peijury and facrilcge have increafed 
in proportion > and all reafonabje beings hold 
us in contempt. So much for baftards and im- 
poftors. But when I hear many ftrange names 
of things which are not here, and cannot be any 
where elfe, I am ready to burft. Where is this 
celebrated Virtue, and Nature, and Fate, and 
Fortune, to be found ? a pack of idle names in- 
vented 

• . V « 
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vented by a fet of blockheads, who call them- 

— V— 

felves phUofophers ! which though no more 
than fidions to ferve a turn, yet fo cfFcftually 
have they perverted the minds of weak people^ 
that no man living thinks any longer of facri- 
ficing to us i being fully perfuaded, that mil- 
lions of hecatombs offered to us would fignify 
nothing, and that Fortune will infallibly bring 
about whatever the Fates have originally decreed. 

I fliould be glad to know, Jupiter, if ever you 
law any fuch perfons as Virtue^ or Nature^ or 
Fate i which you muff: fo often have heard of, 
unlefs you are fo deaf, that you cannot even 
hear the clamours of philofophy ? I had a great 
deal more to fay *, but I will conclude. For 
I fee I have fweated a good many here, who • 
would be glad to filence my enquiries with a • 
hifs. For a conclufion therefore, if you like 
it, Jupiter, I will read you a decree, which J 
have drawn up concerning them. 

JUPITER. 

Read it. I find there are many things, 
which require being looked into, and the fooner 
^ better. 

THE 
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T H E D E C R E E. 

• ■ •. ' r. ' - I 

May Fortune favour !” 

i.*! /• 'w 

• * 

A council beii^ calkd according to Uw, on 
the feventh day of this month, Jupiter prcQded, 
aflifted by Apollo and 'Neptune; Morhus was 
QO&urnal lecrecary, and^e god <rf' fleep recited.* 
Forafmuch as many ’ftrangers, not only 
Greeks, but Barbarians, by no means fit com- 
pany for us, have, I know not how, obtained 
rite name of gods, and, being enrolled of our 
order, have filled up the feats of Heaven ; fo 
that our good fdlowlhip is difturbed by the 
noiie, riot, and gibberilh of the feum of the' 
earth; lb that ambrofia begins to fail, and 
Acdar is already raifed to a £r] mina the half- 
piot, on account of the great demand : and 
whereas they have had the impudence to pufh 
the true veteran gods out of their places, and 
feat thcmfelves before them, contrary to all rule 
and order, and venture to arrogate to them- 
felvcs the higheft honours from mortals on earth ; 
May it plcafe the fenate and people, that an af- 

[r] 3I. 41. 7-y. . 

fembly 
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ftmbly be held in 01ym.pus about the winter 
folftice, and feven genuine gods be chofen tO 
take cognizance of the affair, three of the an-^ 
cient council of Saturn, and four 'of the twelve, 
Jupiter being one-, who, before they fit ift. 
judgment, ftiall folemnly.fwe?r by Styx, ^ the, 
law requires. After which, let Mercury 
proclamation, and bring before them all who 
demand a place here, provided with refponfible 
witnefles, and certificates pf their family. Then 

i 

let them be beard one after ^mother ; and the 
judges, having carefully enquired into their fc- 
veral pretenfions, will either publickly pro- 
nounce them gods, or fend them down to their 
graves, to lodge with their anceftors. And, if 
any one thus difproved and rejefted by the 
judges, ftiali be caught afterwards intruding into 
heaven, let him be toflfed immediately to hell' 
head foremoft. And, for the future, let every 
one mind his own bufinefs. Let not Minerva ' 
be dabbling in phyfick, nor Aifculapius pre- 
tend to prophefy. Apollo is not to meddle 
with fo many things at once } but mufl: refolve 
on (licking entirely to either his fortune-telling, ' 
his harp, or bis quackery. As for the philo- 

fophers, . 
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fophers, let them be forbidden any longer to‘ 
invent new-fangled names, or pretend to talk 
of what they know nothing about. Whoever 
has unfairly obtained a temple, and been di- 
vinely honoured on falfe pretences, let his fta- • 
toe be pulled down, and that of Jupiter, or 
Juno, or Apollo, or fome other, be fet up in 
the place. For fuch deceivers let the city pro- 
vide a fepulchre, and giVe them a grave-ftone 
inftead of an alur. Whoever lhall difregard the 
proclamation, and refufe to take his trial, let 
him be condemned unheard. Such is the 
decree. 

JUPITER. 

And it is moft juft. Let every one, who 
approves of it, hold up his hand ! Or rather 
let it be ratified without farther ceremony ! For 
I know a great many will have no ftomach to 
it. Now you may go for the prefent. But 
•when Mercury lhall fummon you, take care 
to come, and bring every one his proper tefti-. 
monials, fetting forth the name of his fath^^ 
and mother, as well as his tribe and fraternity^ 

where 
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where he was born, and why he was made a 
god. Whoever fhall not thus ap^ar, and an- 
fwer for himfelf in a fatisfaftory manner, will 
no longer be thought any thing in heaven, 
' though he have a fuperb temple on earth, and 
be there deemed a mighty divinity. 
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[#] St. Chtyfofiom is faid to have conrerted tkU dia- 
logue into a homily. 
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. The Cynick and LyCinus* 

L Y C I N U S. 

T N the name of wondet, why this appear- 
ance ? Long hair, an enormous beard, but 
not one inch of coat [p] ! almoft naked, no 
flioes ! Upon my word, Sir, you feem to be a 
fort of ftrolling bear, except that you are fo cruel 
-to your own body. You are never out of your 
way, I fancy. The hard ground does v8ry well 
for a bed. But really you ufe that old cloak 
fcandaloufly, in expofing it fo to all the dirt 
and naftinefs you can pick up. Though, I muft 
confcfs, it is none of the fineft, and in its bell 
Hate could make no very flalhy appearance. 

[p] TvjAnhpiv here can only mean, that the fltin appear- 
ed through certain apertures in the drefs. A man quite 
'naked would hardly be reproached with his rags, 

V CYNICK. 
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C Y N I C K. 

I fhould be forry, if it did. Whatever is 
eafieft to be got, and gives leall trouble when 
one has it," is the thing for me. Pray do not 
you look upon luxury as a vice ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Certainly. 

C Y N I C K. 

And is not frugality a virtue ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Surely. 

C Y N I,C K. 

How comes it then, that you pretend to find ' 
fault with my limplicity, and pafs over other 
mens extravagance ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Simplicity do you call it ? To me it appears 
the laft degree of comfortlefs poverty ! For you 
live no better than the beggar, who feeks his 
daily bread from door to door. 

CYNICK. 


Digitized by Googl 



Since you' go to that, fuppofe we fairly dif*> 
cufs what is poverty, and what is not ? 

L Y C I N U S. . 

With all my heart. 

C Y N I C K. 

Will you allow that to be a fufficiency, which 
extends to the whole of a man’s wants’? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Yes. 

C Y N I C K. 

And is not that poverty, which falls Ihort of 
a man’s wants ? 

L y C I N U S. 

Yes. 

C Y N I C K. 

But that is by no means the cafe with me,’ 
for I have not one neceflary vnfupplHsd. 

Y 2 LYCI- 



324 OIAXOGUES OF LUCIAN. 

L Y C I N U S. 

How can that be? 

C Y N I C K. 

Very well. As you will allow, if you only 
confider to what end every thing wanted is dc- 
figned } as, for example, that a houfe is intend- 
ed to Ihelter us. 

L Y C I N U S. 

Well. 

C Y N I C K. ■ 

And a garment, is not that too for Ihelter ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Yes. 

C Y N I C K. 

And pray to what purpofc does a man re- 
quire (belter ? is it not for the good of wha* 
is (heltered ? . ^ 

• L Y C I N U S. 

Truly I think fo, 

CYNICK. 
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CYNICK. 

Do you think my feet the worfe for want 
of it ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

1 cannot tell. 

CYNICK. 

But you may foon know. What is the office 
of feet? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Walking. 

CYNICK. 

And do not you think, that my feet are as 
fit for that purpofe as thofe of another ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Poflibly they may. 

CYNICK. 

Well, let them be better or worfei do not 
,you think they perform their office ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Perhaps they may. 

' ' Y 3 CYNICK; 
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C Y N I C K. 

If they do that, my feet are as good as 
another’s. 


L Y C 1 N U S. 

WeU. 

C Y N I C K. 

• Then what do you fay to my body ? am I 
worfe provided than others in that refpeft ? ‘If 
my body were a bad one, it would be a weak 
one. For the perfedlion of the body confifts 
in ftrength. Is mine weak ? 

LYCINUS. 

t 

I caaftot fay that it feems fo. 

C Y N I C K. . 

Neither my feet, nor any part of my body 
is in want of covering. If fo, I ftiould feel it. 
For any want unfatisfied creates a degree of 
wretchednefs. But my body does not appear 
to want any nouriihment, though it be fup- 
ported in this acddentgl mamner, by whatever 
falls in my way, 

. . : I^YCI, 
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L Y C I N U S. 

1 4o not fee that it does. 

C Y N I C K. ■ 

If I were badly fed, I fliould not be fo ftrong s • 
for bad viftuals impair the body. 

L Y C I N U S. i ‘ 

True. 

C Y N I C K. 

How then, I pray, can you talk at the rate 
you have done, d^ading me, and undervaluing 
my way of living ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Becaufe, notwithftanding th^ your adored 
Nature and the gods have fet this world before 
us, and have been fuch generous providers, 
that not only our ncceflities, but our pleafures 
have been confulted ; yet you are utterly thrown 
out of your ftiare of moft things, and partake 
of little more than a beaft does. For you drink 
water, as a beaft does ; you make a meal of 
whatever you find, as a dog does j you fleep 
y 4 upon 
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upon the ground, as a dog docs. You have 
a cloak indeed, but it is Tuch as a beggar would 
hardly ftoop to pick up. If there be wifdom 
in being contented with fuch a condition as 
yours, I am fure there was no wifdom in thc^ 
god^, when they provided us iheep, and wool, 
and oil, and honey, and a profufion of good 
wine, befides the infinite variety of other things j 
in giving us eatables of every kind, in regajing 
us with fuch excellent liquor, in furnilhing 
our pockets with money and our beds with 
down, in bellowing upon us fine houfes, and 
wonderfully preventing almoft every wilh. Our 
elegancies are indeed the immediate effca of 
human art : but it is from heaven that we have 
that art. Now it is a moft wretched thing to 
be deprived of the comforts of life by another 
man, as a prifoner is. But to deprive one’s 
felf of them, is downright madnefs, and nothing 
clfe. 


C Y N I C K. 

You reafon well. But hear me. If, when 
a great man gives a fumptuous treat to a vaft 
number of guefts of all kinds, any one of thern 
. ftiould 
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fhould take it into his head to feize and de> 
vour whatever he can lay his hands on, making 
a jumble the' mod: fatal to his condicution, 
and fhould take as much pains to cram one 
belly as would be fufficient for twenty j pray 
what would you fay of fuch a man ? you could 
not call him confiderate. 

L Y C I N U S. 

No, to be furc. 

• r 

C Y N I C K. 

Docs he aft wifely ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

' No, 

C Y N I C K. 

But the gued, who, not tempted with the 
vad variety of difhes, decently eats a moderate 
quantity of the one thing next to him, with- 
out a wilhful eye to the red, is certainly a 
wifcr and better man than the other, 

L Y C I N U S. 

Certainly, 

CYNICK. 
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C Y N I C K. 

Do you guefs what I am bringing out ? or 
muft I be more explicit ? 

L Y C I N U S. 

Explain, pr’ythec. 

C Y N I p K. 

The gods are thofe munificent hpfts, ;who 
provide all things of every kind in the greateft 
plenty j that every n»an, let him be fick or well, 
ftrong or weak, may have what is fuitabk to 
him : and not that all men ftould have all 
things at once, but only what is beft adapted 
to the particular cafe of each. You are the 
rapacious gueft, wboj, neyer being fatisfied, 
would have all the provifions to himfelf. You 
claim every thing- as your property, in the fea, 
on the land, in the air. Not contented with 
the pleafures that may be had ^t home, you 
Import from the remoteft. corners of the world 
tlie materials of luxury ; always preferring fo- 
reign to domeftick enjoyments, expence to mo- 
deration, things got with difficulty to thijigs 

' procured 
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procured with cafe j in fliort, always preferring 
hurry and vexation to quiet and content. It 
is by much mifery and forrow, that you obtain 
thefe precious blefled abundant privileges. Gold 
and fjlver fo delirable, fine houfes, fine clothes 
and furniture, and all their coftly confequences, 
with what trouble and fatigue, what danger, 
what blood, flaughter, and deftrudion, are they 
procured ! For the fake of your dear money 
how many lives arc loft at fea ! how many evils 
attend the purfuit ! what animofities, quarrels, 
and aflaflinations, does it produce ! friend is 
oppofed, to friend, the fon to the father, the 
wife to her hufband ! for gold [u] Eriphyle be- 
trayed her hufband ! And yet whoever found 
any extraordinary warmth in an embroidered 
coat ? does the gilded deling make the houfe 
more fecure ? does the filver cup improve the 
liquor ? does the golden or ivory bedftcad ren- 
der fleep the fweeter ? I fancy you may often 
find the blefled incumbent reftlefs on down, 
fieeplefs in a bed of ftate. And all the trouble- 

[«] Concidit auguris 

Argivi domus, ob lucrum 

Demcrfa exitio. Hor. lib. Hi. Ode 1 6, 

fome 
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fome variety, the expenfive elegance of eating, 
does but deftroy the ftrength, and engender dif- 
eafes. It would be endlefs to enumerate the 
pains and plagues of love, arifing from the ex- 
tefs of a paflion, which might eafily be regu- 
lated, if the rage of luxury were reftrained. 
All this madnefs falls Ihort of the prefent fyftem 
of manners. The natural ufe of things in ge- 
neral is as much perverted, as when a bed is 
turned into a chariot. 

L Y C I N U S. 

Who does that ? 

C Y N I C K. 

You, who ufe men as beafts of burden. You 
loll at your cafe in your litters on their flioulders. 
You drive them this way w that way, like afles : 
and in this confifts your felicity. There is a 
certain filh, which you are not contented to ufe 
merely for food, as nature intended 5 but you 
make a purple die of it. 

L Y C I N U S. 

Surely there is no perverfion of nature in 
that, fince it is fit for both purpofes. 

CYNICK. 
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C Y N I C K. 

Nature never meant it for a die. You might 
{Kjflibly ufe a cup as a jar : but it was not 
made for that. But there is no fuch thing as 
reckoning up one half of the calamities which 
men bring upon themfelves. And yet you 
blame me for avoiding them. I, like the mo- 
derate man at the feaft, am fatisfied with what 
my fituation offers*, 1 aim at no variety nor 
abundance dearly bought, but enjoy what is 
eafily obtained. Since therefore my wants are ' 
few, and my defircs foon fatisfied, you' think 
I live like a bead ! at this race what will you 
fay of the gods, who have no wants at all? 
But the better to comprehend the diftindlion 
between having many wants and few, bepleafed 
to confider, that the lefs perfedt your condi- 
tion is, the more are your wants : children have • 
more wants than grown perfons, women than 
men, fick than well. The gods, being per- 
fedt, want nothing i and, the nearer any one 
approaches to the divine nature, the fewer his 
wapts. Can you fuppofe that [w\ Hercules, that 

divine 

[w] Hercules was the favourite god of the Cynicks. 

‘•He 
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divine man, who roamed over the world with 
no other drefs than a lion’s (kin — can you fup- 
pofe that he wandered in mifery and want? 
Could he be miferable, who removed the mi- 
fcry of others j or poor, who was maftcr by fea 
and land ? Whatever he undertook he always 
accomplifhed ; nor did he ever find his equal, 
much Icfs his fuperior, while he remained in 
the number of men. You do not imagine, that 
it was for want of fhoes to his feet, or clothei 
to his back, that fo difiinguilhed a man wan- 
dered about the world. It was becaufe he was 
temperate and brave, and loved conqueft, and 
contemned luxury. What do you think of 
Thefeus, his difciple ? was he not king of all 
the Athenians, the fon of Neptune, as they fay, 
and the greateft hero of his age ? Yet it was 
hk choice to go' naked and barefooted, and to 
Chetiih the ha'irs on his head and beard, as was 
the general taftc of antiquity. For our an- 
ceftors were not like their degenerate font, and 

He was pointed out by the ancient Heathens, as their 
“ great exemplar of virtue. The idea of virtue wiiTi them 
** codified chiefly in feeking and undergoing fatigues with 
** fbadiaefs and patience.” Polymetis, p. 114 . 

would 
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would' as foon have followed the prefent falhton, 
as a lion would fubmit to be lhaved. Softneft 
and fmoothnefs and delicacy of flcin, in their 
opinion, beft became women : they, who were 
men, chofe to appear fo, and regarded their 
beard as their honour, which natujre as much 
intended to be the diftinguifliing ornament of 
a man, as a mane to adorn a horfe, or his Ihaggy 
chin the lion. Thofe ancients would I emu- 
late, thofe ancients I long to equal ! But truly 
1 have no ftomach for the fplendid mifery of 
the moderns ; nor do I envy them their coftly 
tables, or their fine clothes. Indeed they take 
wonderful pains to poHlh and fmooth the whole 
body, not fuffering even the moft hidden part 
to cfcape as Ample nature intended it ! For my 
part, I Ihould not be forty to have feet like 
thofe of a horfe, as, they fay, Chiron had. I 
wifh to want covering as little as a lion does ; 
and to live on cheap food, as the happy dogs 
do. May a clod of earth fuffice for my pillow 1 
may I confider the whole world as my home ! 
may my fuftenance be fuch as falls in my way'! 
as to gold and filver, may neither I nor any 
of my friends ever defire them, the infernal- 

caufe 
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caufe' of every evil, the conftant foufce of 
fedition, war, treachery, and Daughter I may 1 
learn to wilh for no more than enough ; and, 
if I have lefs, let me bear it patiently ! Such 
are my fentiments, very different from thofe of 
the vulgar. It is not therefore at all to be 
wondered at, that my appearance and manner 
of life fhould be fo very different, when my 
purpofes are fo. I am amazed how you can 
ever conceive it right, for a harper, or a piper, 
or a player, to be diftinguilhed by his drefs 
but that the figure and garb of a man of virtue 
Ihould be precifely the fame with that of the 
rafcally multitude. But, if the good are to be 
diftinguilhed by a peculiar habit, what can be- 
come them more than this of mine, which is 
fo dire£tly the reverfe of foppery ? To be rough 
' and dirty, to wear a ragged cloak, to let my 
hair grow its own way, and to go without 
fhoes, is my habit. Yours refemblcs that of 
an infamous proftitute to unnatural pafllon-, 
and I defy any of them to go beyond you in 
the modifli colour, the tawdry finery, the va- 
riety of your habiliments, the fprucenefs of your 
ihoes, or the preparation and adjuftment of 

your 
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your perfumed hair. Your fimilarity of fcenc 
ferves to clafs you with thofe vile wretches. 
And is this worthy of any thing called man ? 
You are as little fit for the enduring of labour 
as they are, and as much abandoned to pleafure. 
You eat as delicately as they; you fleep, you 
walk, in the fame manner. Nay, you fcarcely 
condefeend to walk at all, but muft be car- 
ried, like fo many knapfacks, fome by cattle, 
and others by men. My feet are fufficient to 
convey me whitherfoever I think proper. I 
bear the heat and cold with unconcern, nor ever 
make my condition worfe than it is, by mur^^ 
muring at providence. You, who are fo hap- 
py forfooth, are never fatisfied, but always find- 
ing fault. You are always impatient of your 
prefent circumftances, which you perpetually 
defire to change. In winter you long for fum- 
mer, and in fummer for winter. When the 
weather is cold, you wifh it hot ; and, when it 
is hot, you wifii it cold. You are never pleafed, 
but always peevifii and complaining. You are 
fplcnetick, and fick of a furfeic. [a] What is 

tlie 

[a] Something like this feems intended by the original 
paflage, which Joannes Jenlius has had the courage to own 
Z hucfelt 
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the mod extraordinary is, that, being the 
wretches you are, whofe whole lives are go- 
verned by falhion and folly, you are conftant- 
ly endeavouring to make others as miferable as 
yourfelves. You are not unlike thofe borne 
down by a torrent ; they go with the ftream, 
and you are hurried on by your paflions. A cer- 
tain man, having mounted a mad horfe, found 
himfelf unable either to ftop him, or to alight. 
Somebody chanced to meet him, and alked, 
whither he was going. “ Juft whither he thinks 
proper,” anfwered he, nodding his head at the 
horfe. If one fhould put the fame queftion to 
you, you muft, if you fpeak truth, anfwer in ge- 
neral, that you go whitherfoever your paflions 
happen to hurry you. Or, to be particular, you 
muft fay, your plcafure, your ambition, your 
avarice, your anger, your fear, or fome other 
fubftantial motive of the fame kind. For, not 
contented with one, you ride many mad horfes 
by turns •, while this carries you one way, and 
that another. You gallop furioufly into pits 

liimfelf puzzled with. “ Where you are ignorant, you 
fliould confefs you are ignorant,” laid Swift to Sheridan, 
vq!, xii. p, :ji. 

and 
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and over precipices ; and never dream of a fall, 
till you are fairly down. But this old tattered 
cloak, that you are fo merry upon, this hair, 
and this figure, have fo much virtue in them, 
that I live perfcdlly quiet, do as I will, and 
keep what company I like. The ignorant and 
illiterate are difgufted with my appearance. 
The foppilh and effeminate never come near 
me. My chief companions are men of good 
manners, modefty, and virtue; for it is fuch 
that I love, I never knock at the gates of 
the great; I laugh at their coronets, their pur- 
ple, their pride, and themfelves. How can 
you think of ridiculing this habit, which is not 
only the ornament of good men, but even of 
the very gods? Look at their images, and 
tell me which of us they moft referable, you 
or me. If you examine, you will find, that, 
not only in the Grecian temples, but alfo 
amongft Barbarians, the gods are reprefented 
with hair and beards as I am, and not fhaved 
like you. You will obferve alfo, that many of 
them have no more coat than 1 have. How 
then could you think of debafing the habit, 
which becomes the gods ? 

V It 
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It is cafier to know how than when to writ?! 
or tranfcribc a note. “ Hard words,” as Dr, John- 
fon tcadies, “ are only hard to thofe who under- 
ftand them not;” and hooks, we kn®w', are made of 
w’ords. But let not tlie learned be angry. What is 
ufelefs to tliem may not be imj)ertinent to others. 
There was once a time, when their tafte was lefs 
faftidious. Amongft readers of inferior attainments, 
if there fliould chance to be one with juft the fame 
fliare of underftanding and knowledge, neither more 
nor lefs than what ferved to produce this tranflation 
and thefe notes, he may here have the pleafure of 
being flattered with the contemplation of kindred 
ideas. He w'ill fee, that the book might have been 
much better, and will lie able to point out the effeds 
fometimes of inattention, fometlmes of Inability. Yet 
his fympathy w'ill not perfecutc, bccaufc his judg- 
ment cannot praife. 

NOS HiGC NOVI M us ESSE NIHIL. 


THE END. 
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